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PREPARATION

May 15, 2022 
Fifth Sunday of Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“These simple commands are not onerous conditions. Rather, they are 
exciting privileges, which our gift—the Holy Spirit, our True Friend 
and Encourager, helps us to take seriously—by accepting them simply 
and (always) undeservedly. Now, in addition, we learn that wanting to 
keep these twin commands—to trust Jesus and to have a heart for one 
another for the sake of the world—are the main ways Jesus feels love from 
us—‘there, that is the person who really loves me!’ If this is how our desired 
trust and love make Jesus feel, then we want all the more to trust him and 
to love his Church and others.”

—F. Dale Bruner 

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you alone can order the unruly wills and passions of sinful 
men: Grant to your people that they may love what you command and 
desire what you promise, that so, among the many and varied changes of 
the world, our heart may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 11:1-18
psalm: Psalm 148
second reading: Revelation 21:1-6
gospel: John 13:31-35
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson · Traditional American Music

Come Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy unchanging love.
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
 
O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 40

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

All flesh is grass,

And all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,

When the breath of the Lord blows on it.

The grass withers, the flower fades,

But the word of our God will stand forever.
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HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Elisha A. Hoffman · Anthony J. Showalter · Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord, no day of my life has passed that has not proved me 
guilty in your sight. Prayers have been uttered from a prayer-
less heart. Praise has often been praiseless sound. My best 
services are filthy rags. Yet, Lord Jesus, though my sins rise to 
heaven, your merits soar above them. Grant me to hear your 
voice assuring me that by your stripes I am healed, that you 
were bruised for my iniquities, that you have been made sin for 
me that I might be righteous in you. Grant that by resting in 
your righteousness I may hereafter walk in newness of life and 
run hard after your commands; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 8:31

If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

leader
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader
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HYMN

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power
Andrae Crouch

The blood that Jesus shed for me,
Way back on Calvary;
The blood that gives me strength
From day to day,
It will never lose its pow’r.

It reaches to the highest mountain,
And it flows to the lowest valley;
The blood that gives me strength
From day to day,
It will never lose its pow’r.
 
It soothes my doubts and calms my fears,
And it dries all my tears;
The blood that gives me strength
From day to day,
It will never lose its pow’r. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:30 AM SERVICE

Luke Nathaniel Block
Son of David and Noelle Block

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do 
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Luke’s salvation, 
as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for him, that you will teach him the truths of 
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means 
of God’s appointment, to bring Luke up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow 

 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting David and Noelle in the Christian nurture of their 
child?

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 10 AM SERVICE

Membership Vows
1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight 

and without hope for your salvation except through his 
sovereign mercy?

2 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a 
follower of Christ?

4 Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by support-
ing this congregation in its worship of God and its ministry 
to others to the best of your ability?

5 Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the 
church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this congre-
gation, and to seek those things that make for unity, purity 
and peace?

Congregational Vow

1 Will you, the members of this congregation and witnesses of   
    these vows, acting on behalf of yourself and as representa     
 tives of the whole body of Christ, do everything within your  
 power to encourage these new members to grow in the grace  
 and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

OFFERTORY HYMN

His Eye is on the Sparrow
Lauryn Hill

Amber Ward, soloist

Why should I feel discouraged?
Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart feel lonely,
And long for heaven and home?

When Jesus is my portion
A constant friend is he.
His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know he watches over me.
His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know he watches me.

I sing because I’m happy.
I sing because I’m free.
His eye is on the sparrow.
And I know he watches me.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

John 14:15-24
The passage can be found on page 901 of the pew Bible.

15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 
you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little 
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has 
my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him 
and manifest myself to him.” 22Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, 
“Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to 
the world?” 23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will 
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with him. 24Whoever does not love me 
does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine 
but the Father’s who sent me.
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SERMON

The Marks of a Disciple | Loyalty
Rev. Jason Harris

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

leader
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

What a Beautiful Name  
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

You were the Word at the beginning,
One with God the Lord Most High.
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ.

What a beautiful Name it is,
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a beautiful Name it is; nothing compares to this.
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

You didn’t want Heaven without us,
So Jesus, You, brought Heaven down.
My sin was great, Your love was greater;
What could separate us now?

What a wonderful Name it is,
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a wonderful Name it is; nothing compares to this.
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

Death could not hold You; the veil tore before You.
You silenced the boast of sin and grave.
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory,
For You are raised to life again.
You have no rival; You have no equal.
Now and forever, God You reign.
Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory;
Yours is the Name, above all names.
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What a powerful Name it is,
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus Christ my King.
What a powerful Name it is; nothing can stand against.
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader
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POSTLUDE

What a Beautiful Name     (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that (a) the 2022 Annual Meeting of the
members of Central Presbyterian Church (“Central Church”), a
church affiliated with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and
(b) the 2022 Annual Meeting of the members of The Trustees of 
Central Presbyterian Church of the City of New York, aka Central 
Presbyterian Church (“Central Corporation”), a New York religious 
corporation incorporated in 1821 and affiliated with Central Church, 
will be held in the Fellowship Hall on the Sixth floor of the Church 
Building at 1:30pm on Sunday, June 5, 2022.

The purposes of the Annual Meetings are to:

i. present the reports of the various church committees and
respond to questions;

ii. in the case of the 2022 Annual Meeting of the members of
Central Church, to elect: (a) two elders for terms expiring
in 2025, and (b) three deacons for terms expiring in 2025;

iii. in the case of the 2022 Annual Meeting of the members
of Central Corporation, to elect two trustees for terms
expiring in 2025; and

iv. to transact any other business that may properly come before 
such meetings.

On behalf of the Session of Central Church, by its Moderator and
Clerk of Session

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Central Corporation,
by its President and Secretary


