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PREPARATION

July 24, 2022 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“All the wilderness seems to be full of tricks and plans to drive 
and draw us up into God’s Light.”

—John Muir

“Religion is inconceivable apart from revelation, and revelation 
cannot occur apart from the existence of a spiritual world 
above and behind this visible world, a spiritual world in com-
munion with the visible world.”

—Herman Bavinck

COLLECT OF THE DAY

God our Father, you have prepared for those who love you such 
good things as pass man’s understanding: Pour into our hearts 
such love towards you, that we, loving you above all things, 
may obtain your promises which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85
psalm: Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138
second reading: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
gospel: Luke 11:1-13
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Charles Wesley · Rowland Hugh Prichard

Love Divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of Heav’n, to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all Compassion, 
Pure, unbounded Love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev’ry trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into ev’ry troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit, 
Let us find the promised rest:
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its Beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love.
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Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be:
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
‘Til in Heav’n we take our place,
‘Til we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 24

leader

people

leader

people

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on 
the seas and established it on the waters.

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? 
Who may stand in his holy place?

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false 
god.

They will receive a blessing from the Lord and 
vindication from God the Savior. Such is the 
generation of those who seek him, who seek your 
face, God of Jacob.
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HYMN

All Creatures of Our God and King
St. Francis of Assisi · David Crowder · Arr. Dan Galbraith

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice, and with us sing;
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam.
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God, and on Him cast your care!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness;
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy Father, you have sent the Lord Jesus Christ that we may 
have life, and have it to the full. Your grace and mercy empow-
ers righteous living and enlivens resurrection hope. But we 
confess that we are quick to step away from your redemptive 
care, into an echo chamber of our conceit and confusion. For-
give us, Lord, for our soft idolatry and mixed devotion. Turn 
our hearts and minds to all that is true, and righteous, and 
beautiful, and restore in us the joy of our salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us  
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Resurrecting
Christopher Brown · Wade Joye · Steven Furtick Matthews · Thabo Ntele

The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now.
The Savior knelt to wash our feet,
Now at His feet we bow.

The One who wore our sin and shame,
Now robed in majesty;
The radiance of perfect love
Now shines for all to see.

Your Name, Your Name is victory!
All praise, will rise to Christ, our King!

The fear that held us now gives way
To Him who is our peace.
His final breath upon the cross
Is now alive in me. Chorus

By Your spirit I will rise from the ashes of defeat;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!
In Your name I come alive to declare Your victory;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!

The tomb where soldiers watched in vain
Was borrowed for three days.
His body there would not remain:
Our God has robbed the grave!
Our God has robbed the grave! Chorus
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By Your spirit I will rise from the ashes of defeat;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!
In Your name I come alive to declare Your victory;
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me!

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE—10AM SERVICE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF DEACONS—
11:30AM SERVICE

1. Do you reaffirm your faith in Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Lord and Savior?

2. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments to be the Word of God, totally trustworthy, fully 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, the supreme, final, and the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice?

3. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as contain-
ing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures? 
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4. Do you promise that if at any time you find yourself out of 
accord with the system of doctrine as taught in the Scriptures 
and as contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Catechisms of this Church you will on your own initia-
tive make known to your Church Session the change which 
has taken place in your views since the assumption of this 
ordination vow?

5. Do you affirm and adopt the “Essentials of Our Faith” with-
out exception?

6. Do you subscribe to the government and discipline of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church?

7. Do you promise subjection to your fellow officers in the 
Lord?

8. Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, 
to accept the office of Ruling Elder, Trustee, or Deacon from 
love of God and sincere desire to promote His glory in the 
Gospel of His Son?

9. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in promoting the 
truths of the Gospel and the purity and peace of the Church, 
whatever persecution or opposition may arise to you on that 
account?

10. Will you seek to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of 
all your duties as Ruling Elder, Trustee, or Deacon, whether 
personal or relative, private or public; and to endeavor by the 
grace of God to adorn the profession of the Gospel in your 
manner of life, and to walk with exemplary piety before this 
congregation of which God will make you an officer?
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11. Are you now willing to take responsibility in the life of this 
congregation as a Ruling Elder, Trustee, or Deacon, and will 
you seek to discharge your duties, relying upon the Grace of 
God, in such a way that the entire Church of Jesus Christ will 
be blessed?

CONGREGATIONAL VOW

    Do you, the members of this congregation, continue to 
receive these persons as Ruling Elder, Deacon, or Trustee, 
and do you continue your promise to yield them and all your 
officers all that honor, encouragement, and obedience in 
the Lord to which the ordination as an officer entitles them, 
according to the Word of God and the Constitution of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church?

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Chris Tomlin

Dominic Wong, soloist

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.
 
’Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear,
And Grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed!

My chains are gone:
I've been set free!
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood His mercy reigns;
Unending love, amazing grace.

(Chinese: Cantonese)
奇異恩典 何等甘甜
我罪已得赦免
前我失喪 今被尋回
瞎眼今得看見

(Chinese: Mandarin)
我得自由 不再受捆綁
我主我神 祂救贖我
像那洪濤 憐憫湧流 
無盡的愛 奇異恩典
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 19
The passage can be found on page 456 of the pew Bible.

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
2Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
4Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
5which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

7The law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; 
8the precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes;
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9The fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. 

12Who can discern his errors? 
Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. 

14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

SERMON

God Our Refuge | God Speaks
Rev. Shawn Slate
Rev. Slate’s bio can be found on page 20.



16
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

All to Us
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Matt Redman · Matt Maher

Precious Cornerstone, sure Foundation, 
You are faithful to the end.
We are waiting on You, Jesus.  
We believe You’re all to us.
 
Let the glory of Your name be the passion of the Church.
Let the righteousness of God be a holy flame that burns.
Let the saving love of Christ be the measure of our lives.
We believe You’re all to us.
 
Only Son of God sent from Heaven, 
Hope and mercy at the cross.
You are everything, You’re the Promise.  
Jesus, You are all to us. Chorus

You’re all to us, You’re all to us,
You’re all to us, yes, You are.

When this passing world is made new, 
We will see You face to face,
And forever we will worship.  
Jesus, You are all to us! Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

All to Us (reprise)
Central Church Chamber Ensemble

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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REV. SLATE'S BIO

Shawn Slate is the Pastor at Redeemer Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Prior to joining Redeemer in 2015, Shawn served as the Youth Director at 
Clemson Presbyterian in Clemson, South Carolina, Assistant Pastor at 
Covenant Church in St. Louis, Missouri, and the Reformed University Fel-
lowship (RUF) Campus Minister at the University of Virginia. He received 
his B.S. in Biological Sciences from Clemson University and his M.Div from 
Covenant Theological Seminary.


