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PREPARATION

August 21, 2022 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“We do not know God in his essence. We know him rather
from the grandeur of his creation and from his providential
care for all creatures. For by this means, as if using a mirror, we
attain insight into his infinite goodness, wisdom and power.”

— St Maximus The Confessor

“The real and proper question is: Why is it beautiful?”

— Annie Dillard

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Let your merciful ears, Lord God, be open to the prayers of
your people; and so that they may obtain their petitions, make
them to ask such things as will please you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6
psalm: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8
second reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
gospel: Luke 13:10-17
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
Isaac Watts · Traditional Irish Tune

Alas! and did my savior bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I?
Was it for crimes that I have done 
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide 
And shut his glories in
When Christ, the mighty Maker, 
Died for man, the creature’s sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears,

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe:
Here, Lord, I give myself away,
‘Tis all that I can do.
Alas! and did my Savior bleed 
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I?
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 18

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my
deliverer. He is my shield, the horn of my
salvation, and my stronghold.

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be
praised, so shall I be saved from my enemies.

In my distress I call upon the Lord; to my God
I cry for help.

He brought me out into a broad place; he
delivered me, because he delighted in me.

Our God—his way is perfect; his promise proves
true; he is a shield for all who take refuge in him.

And we praise him for he is good!
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HYMN

In Christ Alone
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my Light, my Strength, my Song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in all, here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless Babe!
This Gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied.
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am His and He is mine;
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

On Christ the solid Rock I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
‘Til He returns or calls me home,
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful and patient God, we confess that we still live in fear
and doubt, even though we have been touched by your saving
grace. You call us to live with courage and perseverance, yet we
give up too easily and opt for the safer route. You encourage us
to be bold in our faith and steadfast in our fight for justice, yet
we remain silent in the face of inequality and violence. Forgive
us for all the times we have sought our own way rather than
yours. Renew our lives through your mercy and grace. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 51

The Lord is kind and merciful. By his Spirit, he does not cast 
you from his presence but creates in you a new heart and restores
in you the joy of his salvation in Jesus Christ. Believe and be at 
peace.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Everlasting God
Brenton Brown · Ken Riley · Arr. Chris Schopmeyer

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.

Our God, You reign forever;
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer,

You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God;
You do not faint, You won’t grow weary.
You’re the defender of the weak,
You comfort those in need,
You lift us up on wings like eagles!
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body,
 And the life everlasting. Amen.



9

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 

OFFERTORY HYMN

How Great Thou Art
Carl Gustav Boberg · Stuart K. Hine

Pamela Brumley, soloist

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made.
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed!
   
When through the woods and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,

Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
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And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in—
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin! Chorus

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 8
The passage can be found on page 450-451 of the pew Bible.

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith.
A Psalm of David.

1O Lord, our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!
  You have set your glory above the heavens.
2Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
  you have established strength because of your foes,
  to still the enemy and the avenger.

3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
  the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4what is man that you're mindful of him,
  and the son of man that you care for him?
 
5Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
  and crowned him with glory and honor.
6You have given him dominion over the work of your hands;
  you have put all things under his feet,
7all sheep and oxen,
  and also the beasts of the field,
8the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever
  passes along the paths of the seas.
9O lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SERMON

God our Refuge | A Prayer for the Disoriented Heart
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Nothing but the Blood of Jesus
Robert Lowry · Dr. Seth Ward

What can wash away my sins?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

O precious is the flow that makes me white as snow!
No other Fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

For my pardon this my plea:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
For my cleansing this my plea:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Chorus

This is all my hope and peace:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
This is all my righteousness:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Chorus

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

If you're interested in volunteering with the Children's Ministry (Questions 
2-4) and/or Sunday Service team (questions 5-7), join us after the service to 
learn more. 

You can also fill out the form at centralchurchnyc.org/callforvolunteers.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


