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PREPARATION

August 28, 2022 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The Psalms appeal to the whole person; they demand a
total response. The Psalms inform our intellect, arouse our
emotions, direct our wills, and stimulate our imaginations.
When we read the Psalms with faith, we come away changed
and not simply informed.”

— tremper longman iii

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing
mercy and pity: Give us such a measure of your grace that
we, running to your promises, may share in your heavenly
treasures; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16
psalm: Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112
second reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

For All The Saints
William W. How · Ralph Vaughan Williams

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 34

leader

people

leader

people

What shall we return to the Lord for all the good
things God has done for us?

We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on
the name of the Lord.

O Praise the Lord with me,

Let us exalt God’s name together.



4

HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Aaron Sensman · Arr. Dr. Seth Ward

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

Jesus! the Name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘Tis life, and health, and peace.

My Gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.

He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.

Look unto Him, ye nations, own
Your God, ye fallen race;
Look, and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we fail you and too easily
side with those who reject your word. We avoid sharing the
pain of your suffering, and do not trust and hope in you. We
are afraid to be known as those who belong to you, and do
not look to you to save us. We ask for your mercy, help, and
forgiveness. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION



6

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 145:13-14

The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his
deeds. The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all
who are bowed down.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Before the Throne of God Above
Charities Lees Bancroft · Vikki Cook

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea.
A great, High Priest, Whose Name is Love;
Who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heaven He stands,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there,
Who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.
To look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb,
My Perfect, Spotless Righteousness,
The Great, Unchangeable I AM,
The King of Glory and of Grace.
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One with Himself, I cannot die;
My soul is purchased by His blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God!
With Christ, my Savior and my God!

My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heaven He stands,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Humble
Audrey Nicole Assad

Isa Connell, soloist

Humble and human, willing to bend, You are.
Fashioned of flesh and the fire of life, You are.
Not too proud to wear our skin
To know this weary world we’re in,
Humble, humble Jesus.

Humble in sorrow, You gladly carried Your cross.
Never refusing Your life to the weakest of us,
Not too proud to bear our sin,
To feel this brokenness we’re in,
Humble, oh oh humble Jesus.

We bow our knees.
We must decrease.
You must increase.
We lift you high!

Humble in greatness, born in the likeness of man,
Name above all names, holding our world in Your hands.
Oh oh oh, not too proud to dwell with us,
To live in us, to die for us
Humble, humble Jesus! Chorus

We lift you high! 

Humble, You are humble,
Make me humble like you,
We lift You high!
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
Psalm 10
The passage can be found on page 451-452 of the pew Bible.

1 O why, o lord, do you stand far away?
  why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?

2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor;  
  let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised.
3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul,
  and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the
  lord.
4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him;
  all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 
5 His ways prosper at all times;
  your judgments are on high, out of his sight;
  as for all his foes, he puffs at them.
6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 
  throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.”
7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; 
  under his tongue are mischief and iniquity.
8 He sits in ambush in the villages; 
  in hiding places he murders the innocent.
  His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless;
  he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”
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9 he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket;
  he lurks that he may seize the poor;
  he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net.
10 The helpless are crushed, sink down,
  and fall by his might.
11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten
  he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”
12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up your hand; 
  forget not the afflicted.
13 Why does the wicked renounce God 
  and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”?
14 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation,
  that you may take it into your hands;
  to you the helpless commits himself;
  you have been the helper of the fatherless.

15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer;
  call his wickedness to account till you find none
16 The Lord is king forever and ever;
  the nations perish from his land.
17 O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 
  you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear
18 to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed,
  so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.

God Our Refuge | A Prayer for the Defeated Heart
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

I See The Lord
Chris Falson

I see the Lord seated on the throne, exalted,
And the train of His robe
Fills the temple with glory.
And the whole earth is filled,
The whole earth is filled,
And the whole earth is filled
With His glory.

Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy,
Holy is the Lord.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy,
Holy is the Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


