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PREPARATION

August 4, 2022 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“As an instance of humanity in himself, David isn’t much. He
has little wisdom to pass on to us on how to live successfully.
He was an unfortunate parent and an unfaithful husband. 
Froma purely historical point of view he was a barbaric chief-
tain with a talent for poetry. But David’s importance isn’t his
morality or his military prowess but in his experience of and
witness to God.”

—Eugene Peterson

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to
hear than we to pray, and constantly give more than either we
desire or deserve; pour down on us the abundance of your
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is
afraid, and giving us those good things which we dare not
presume to ask, except through the merits and mediation of
Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
psalm: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1
second reading: Philemon 1:1-21
gospel: Luke 14:25-33



2

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

All The Way My Savior Leads Me
Frances J. Crosby

All the way my Savior leads me,
What have I to ask beside?
Can I doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

All the way my Savior leads me,
Cheers each winding path I tread,
Gives me grace for every trial,
Feeds me with the living Bread.
Though my weary steps may falter
And my soul athirst may be,
Gushing from the Rock before me,
Lo! A spring of joy I see.

All the way my Savior leads me,
Oh, the fullness of His love!
Perfect rest to me is promised
In my Father’s house above.
When my spirit, clothed immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day
This my song through endless ages:
Jesus led me all the way.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 116:5-9

leader

people

leader

people

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is
merciful.

The Lord preserves the simple; when I was
brought low, he saved me.

Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has
dealt bountifully with you.

For you have delivered my soul from death, my
eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; I will
walk before the Lord in the land of the living.
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HYMN

Solid Rock
William B. Bradbury · Edward Mote

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, His covenant, His blood
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that
your mercy is higher than the heavens, wider than our
wanderings, deeper than all our sin. Forgive our careless
attitudes toward your purposes, our words spoken in haste
and anger, our refusal to relieve the suffering of others, our
envy of those who have more than we have, our obsession
with creating a life of constant pleasure, our indifference to the
treasures of heaven, our neglect of your wise and gracious law.
Help us to change our way of life so that we may desire what is
good, love what you love, and do what you command, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Abide with Me
Henry F Lyte · William H. Monk

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who, like Thyself, my Guide and Stay can be?
Thro’ cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine thro’ the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and Earth’s vain shadows flee.
In life, in death, abide with me.



8

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 The only Son of God,
 Eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 True God from true God,
 Begotten, not made,
 Of one Being with the Father.
 Through Him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  He came down from heaven:
  By the power of the Holy Spirit
  He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was
   made man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 He suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day He rose again
   in accordance with the Scriptures;
 He ascended into heaven
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
  dead,
 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
     With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
     He has spoken through the Prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
         and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood 
and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY HYMN

My Anchor
Christy Nockles

Rebecca Rosado, soloist

You’re the Lord Almighty.
Your every word is sure.
And in Your love unfailing,
I’m safe when oceans roar.
Yes, I’m safe when oceans roar.

My anchor, forever,
My shelter within the storm,
You’re my deliverer.
You never falter.
You’re the rock I stand on.
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Here within the struggle,
And every crashing wave,
You are more than able.
And Your hand is strong to save.
Yes I know, Your hand is strong to save. Chorus

I hold on to You,
And You hold on to me.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 14:22-33
The passage can be found on page 820 of the pew Bible.

22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.
23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land,
beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the 
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea.
26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do
not be afraid.”

28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when
he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried
out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?”32And when they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly 
you are the Son of God.”



13

Psalm 11
The passage can be found on page 452 of the pew Bible.

1    In the Lord I take refuge; 
 how can you say to my soul,
 “Flee like a bird to your mountain,
2    for behold, the wicked bend the bow;
 they have fitted their arrow to the string
 to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart;
3    if the foundations are destroyed,
 what can the righteous do?”

4    The Lord is in his holy temple;
 the Lord’s throne is in heaven;
 his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.
5    The Lord tests the righteous,
 but his soul hates the wicked and the one who 
 loves violence.
6    Let him rain coals on the wicked;
 fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion
 of their cup.
7    For the Lord is righteous;
 he loves righteous deeds;
 the upright shall behold his face.

SERMON

God Our Refuge | Into the Storm
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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leader

people
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
Helen H. Lemmel · George Romanacce · Nathan Stiff · Nic Trout

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.

Turn your eyes to the hillside
Where justice and mercy embraced.
There the Son of God gave His life for us,
And our measureless debt was erased.

Turn your eyes to the heavens.
Our King will return for His own.
Every knee will bow, every tongue will shout,
‘All glory to Jesus alone!’

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


