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PREPARATION

September 18, 2022 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Might it be that ancient wisdom has been so thoroughly 
eclipsed that the most essential question of all—the meaning 
of life—has simply become a joke?...In everyday life we are no 
doubt aware, at every moment or practically every moment, 
of what we have to do to carry out this or that ‘useful’ task, 
but once we begin to think about it, the utility of this utility 
remains opaque or doubtful. The ‘meaning of meaning’—the 
ultimate significance of all these particular meanings—is 
lacking. Most often this impression is fleeting and we have only 
to go back to our activities to get rid of it.”

—Luc Ferry

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, grant that we may grow in faith, 
hope, and love; and that we may obtain what you promised, 
make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9
psalm: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113
second reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
gospel: Luke 16:1-13
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

8 Pieces for Violin and Cello, Op. 39
Reinhold Gliere

Caroline Drexler, violin
Marta Bagratuni, cello

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
James Montgomery

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free,
To take away transgression, and rule in equity.
 
He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong,
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong,
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying are precious in His sight.

To Him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend,
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever, that name to us is Love.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 96
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Oh sing to the Lord a new song;

Sing to the Lord, all the earth!

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

Tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,

His marvelous works among all the peoples!

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,

But the Lord made the heavens.

Splendor and majesty are before him;

Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
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HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Aaron Sensman · Arr. Dr. Seth Ward

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

Jesus! the Name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘Tis life, and health, and peace.
 
My Gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.
 
He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.

Look unto Him, ye nations, own
Your God, ye fallen race;
Look, and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we 
forget in the blindness of our hearts. Cleanse us from all our 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in 
you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son, 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Luke 24:46-47

It is written that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Come As You Are
Ben Glover · Matt Maher · David Crowder

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been.
Come broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come  find your mercy, oh sinner, come kneel:
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.

So, lay down your burdens, lay down your shame,
All who are broken, lift up your face.
Wanderer, come home; you’re not too far.
So, lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
Come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed.
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure. Chorus

There’s joy for the morning; oh sinner be still.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.



9

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Goodness Of God
Benjamin David Fielding · Brian Johnson · Jason David Ingram · Jenn Johnson

H. Lamont Watson. soloist

I love You, Lord.
For Your mercy never fails me.
All my days
I’ve been held in Your hand.
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head,
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

‘Cause all my life You have been faithful,
And all my life You have been so so good.
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

I love Your voice.
You have led me through the fire.
In darkest night
You are close like no other.
I’ve known You as a father.
I’ve known You as a friend.
And I have lived in the goodness of God. Chorus

Your goodness is running after,
It’s running after me.
Your goodness is running after,
It’s running after me.
With my life laid down,
I surrender now.
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I give You everything (Oh Lord).
Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

11 Samuel 16:14-23
The passage can be found on page 239 of the pew Bible.

14Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful 
spirit from the Lord tormented him. 15And Saul’s servants said 
to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting 
you. 16Let our lord now command your servants who are before 
you to seek out a man who is skillful in playing the lyre, and 
when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, 
and you will be well.” 17So Saul said to his servants, “Provide 
for me a man who can play well and bring him to me.” 18One 
of the young men answered, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a 
man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, 
and the Lord is with him.” 19Therefore Saul sent messengers 
to Jesse and said, “Send me David your son, who is with the 
sheep.” 20And Jesse took a donkey laden with bread and a skin 
of wine and a young goat and sent them by David his son to 
Saul. 21And David came to Saul and entered his service. And 
Saul loved him greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22And 
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service, for 
he has found favor in my sight.” 23And whenever the harmful 
spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played 
it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the 
harmful spirit departed from him.

SERMON

David and the Good Life | Calling
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

This Is Our God
Reuben Morgan

Your grace is enough, more than I need;
At Your word I will believe.
I wait for You, draw near again;
Let your spirit make me new.
 
And I will fall at Your feet,
I will fall at Your feet,
And I will worship You here.
 
Your presence in me, Jesus light the way
By the power of Your word.
I am restored, I am redeemed;
By Your spirit I am free.  
 
And I will fall at Your feet,
I will fall at Your feet,
And I will worship You here.
 
Freely You gave it all for us,
Surrendered Your life upon that cross.
Great is the love poured out for all:
This is our God.

Lifted on high from death to life,
Forever our God is glorified.
Servant and King rescued the world:
This is our God.
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And I will fall at your feet
We sing I will fall at your feet
And I will worship you here. Chorus

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


