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PREPARATION

September 25, 2022 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The story of the Bible is real history, wrought in the lives of 
hundreds and thousands of human beings. In a world where death 
reigned, they endured, trusting the faithfulness of God’s promise. If 
we forget the storyline of the Old Testament, we will also miss the 
witness of their faith. That omission cuts the heart out of the Bible. 
Sunday school stories are then told as tamer versions of the Sunday 
comics, where Samson substitutes for Superman. David’s meeting 
with Goliath then dissolves into an ancient Hebrew version of Jack 
the Giant Killer. No, David is not a brave little boy who isn’t afraid 
of the big bad giant. He is the Lord’s anointed, chosen of God to be 
the king and deliverer of Israel. God chose David as a king after his 
own heart in order to prepare the way for David’s great Son, our 
Deliverer and Champion.”

—Edmund Clowney

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Keep your Church, Lord God, with your perpetual mercy, and be-
cause the frailty of man without you cannot but fall, keep us always 
under your protection, and lead us to everything that makes for our 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
psalm: Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146
second reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
gospel: Luke 16:19-31
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Prelude in G Op. 32 No. 5 Moderato 
Sergei Rachmaninoff

Ben Sellick

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Edward Pertonet · Oliver Holdeny

All Hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
 
Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
 
O that with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
We’ll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 56

leader

people
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People
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people

leader

people

When I am afraid,

I put my trust in you.

In God, whose word I praise,

In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can 
flesh do to me?

You have kept count of my tossings;

Put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your 
book?

Then my enemies will turn back in the day when I 
call.

This I know, that God is for me.

I must perform my vows to you, O God;

I will render thank offerings to you.

For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, 
my feet from falling,

That I may walk before God in the light of life.



4

HYMN

Love’s Redeeming Work is Done
Charles Wesley · Alex Mejias

Love’s redeeming work is done,
Fought the fight, the battle won.
Death in vain forbids Him rise,
Christ has opened paradise.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
 
Lives again our glorious King,
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save,
Where thy victory, O grave?
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
 
Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise,
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord, no day of my life has passed that has not proved me 
guilty in your sight. Prayers have been uttered from a prayerless 
heart. Praise has often been praiseless sound. My best services 
are filthy rags. Yet, Lord Jesus, though my sins rise to heaven, 
your merits soar above them. Grant me to hear your voice 
assuring me that by your stripes I am healed, that you were 
bruised for my iniquities, that you have been made sin for me 
that I might be righteous in you. Grant that by resting in your 
righteousness I may hereafter walk in newness of life and run 
hard after your commands. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Revelation 17:14

They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph 
over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and 
with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Mighty to Save
Ben Fielding · Reuben Morgan

Everyone needs compassion,
A love that’s never failing;
Let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness;
The kindness of a Savior,
The Hope of nations.

Savior, He can move the mountains,
My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.
 
So take me as You find me;
All my fears and failures,
Fill my life again.
I give my life to follow
Everything I believe in,
Now I surrender. Chorus
 
Shine Your light and let the whole world see,
We’re singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Believe for It
CeCe Winans

Erika Toderic Marks, soloist

They say this mountain can’t be moved.
They say these chains will never break,
But they don’t know You like we do.
There is power in Your name.

We’ve heard that there is no way through.
We’ve heard the tide will never change.
They haven’t seen what You can do.
There is power in Your name,
So much power in Your name.

Move the unmovable,
Break the unbreakable,
God we believe.
God we believe for it.

From the impossible,
We’ll see a miracle.
God we believe.
God we believe for it.
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We know that hope is never lost,
For there is still an empty grave.
God we believe no matter what.
There is power in Your name.
So much power in Your name. Chorus

You are the way
When there seems to be no way.
We trust in You.
God, You have the final say, yeah. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Samuel 17:38-50
The passage can be found on pages 240-241 of the pew Bible.

38Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of 
bronze on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail, 39and 
David strapped his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to 
go, for he had not tested them. Then David said to Saul, “I can-
not go with these, for I have not tested them.” So David put them 
off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth 
stones from the brook and put them in his shepherd’s pouch. His 
sling was in his hand, and he approached the Philistine.

41And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, 
with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42And when the Philis-
tine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a 
youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43And the Philistine 
said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” 
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine 
said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the 
birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 45Then David said 
to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a 
spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 
defied. 46This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and 
I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the 
dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of 
the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this assembly 
may know that the Lord saves not with sword and spear. For 
the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give you into our hand.”



13

48When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet 
David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the 
Philistine. 49And David put his hand in his bag and took out 
a stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. 
The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the 
ground.

50So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with 
a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. There was no 
sword in the hand of David.

SERMON

David and the Good Life | Imagination
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Impossible Things
Chris Tomlin

You heal the broken hearted,
You set the captive free,
You lift the heavy burden,
And even now, You are lifting me.

There is no healer like the Lord our Maker;
There is no equal to the King of kings.
Our God is with us, we will fear no evil,
‘Cause You do, impossible things,
‘Cause You do, impossible things.

Though I walk through the valley,
Darkness surrounding me,
There You prepare a table
In the presence of my enemies. Chorus

One Word, and the walls start falling,
One Word, and the blind will see,
One Word, and the sinner’s forgiven,
‘Cause You do impossible things. Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


