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PREPARATION

October 9, 2022 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Compassion is the sometimes fatal capacity for feeling what 
it is like to live inside somebody else's skin. It's the knowledge 
that there can never really be any peace and joy for me until 
there is peace and joy finally for you too.”

—Frederick Buechner

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, we pray that your grace may always uphold and    
encourage us, and make us continually to be given to all good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Psalm 66:1-12
psalm: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm 111
second reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
gospel: Luke 17:11-19
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Chorale Prelude on “Blessed Jesus at Thy Word”
Johann Sebastian Bach

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Henry Francis Lyte · John Goss

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King.
 
Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress.
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glorious in His faithfulness.
 
Fatherlike, He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows.
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Widely yet His mercy flows. 
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Angels, help us to adore Him;
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace.

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 57

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the 
peoples;

I will sing praises to you among the nations.

For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,

Your faithfulness to the clouds.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth!
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HYMN

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Samuel Trevor Francis · Thomas J. Williams

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free!
Rolling as a mighty ocean 
In its fullness over me!
Underneath me, all around me, 
Is the current of Thy love,
Leading onward, leading homeward 
To Thy glorious rest above!
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Spread His praise from shore to shore!
How He loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, nevermore!
How He watches o’er His loved ones, 
Died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth, 
Watcheth o’er them from the throne!
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Love of ev’ry love the best!
’Tis an ocean full of blessing, 
’Tis a haven giving rest!
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
’Tis a Heav’n of Heav’ns to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, 
For it lifts me up to Thee!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not 
loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as 
ourselves. We have not done justice, loved 
kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy on 
us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great 
compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us away 
from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore 
to us the joy of your salvation and uphold us with a willing 
spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 103:12-13

As far as the east is from the west,
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
As a father shows compassion to his children,
    so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Our God
Chris Tomlin

Water You turned into wine,
Opened the eyes of the blind,
There’s no one like You,
None like You.

Into the darkness You shine,
Out of the ashes we rise,
There’s no one like You,
None like You.
 
Our God is greater, our God is stronger,
God You are higher than any other!
Our God is Healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God!
 
And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against?
And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against?
What can stand against? Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Honey in the Rock
Brooke Ligertwood · Brandon Lake · Mitch Wong

Lauren Dykstra, soloist

There’s honey in the rock,
Water in the stone,
Manna on the ground,
No matter where I go.
I don’t need to worry
Now that I know
Everything I need You’ve got.
There’s honey in the rock.

Praying for a miracle.
Thirsty for the living well.
Only You can satisfy.
 
Sweetness at the mercy seat,
Now I’ve tasted, it’s not hard to see.
Only You can satisfy.
There’s honey in the rock.

There’s honey in the rock.
There’s honey in the rock.
There’s honey in the rock.
There’s honey in the rock.

Freedom whеre the Spirit is.
Bounty in the wildеrness.
You will always satisfy. Chorus



11

There’s honey in the rock.
Purpose in Your plan.
Power in the blood.
Healing in Your hands
Started flowing when You said it is done.
Everything You did’s enough

I keep looking. I keep finding.
You keep giving, keep providing.
I have all that I need.
You are all that I need.
I keep praying, You keep moving.
I keep praising, You keep proving.
I have all that I need.
You are all that I need. Chorus

Oh, how sweet, how sweet it is
To trust in You Jesus.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Samuel 30:1-15
The passage can be found on pages 251-252 of the pew Bible

1Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, 
the Amalekites had made a raid against the Negeb and against 
Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it with fire 2and 
taken captive the women and all who were in it, both small and 
great. They killed no one, but carried them off and went their 
way. 3And when David and his men came to the city, they found 
it burned with fire, and their wives and sons and daughters taken 
captive. 4Then David and the people who were with him raised 
their voices and wept until they had no more strength to weep. 
5David’s two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jez-
reel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6And David was 
greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because 
all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and daughters. 
But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

7And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, 
“Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 
8And David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue after this band? 
Shall I overtake them?” He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall 
surely overtake and shall surely rescue.” 9So David set out, and 
the six hundred men who were with him, and they came to the 
brook Besor, where those who were left behind stayed. 10But 
David pursued, he and four hundred men. Two hundred stayed 
behind, who were too exhausted to cross the brook Besor.

11They found an Egyptian in the open country and brought him 
to David. And they gave him bread and he ate. They gave him 
water to drink, 12and they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and 
two clusters of raisins. And when he had eaten, his spirit revived, 
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for he had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and 
three nights. 13And David said to him, “To whom do you belong? 
And where are you from?” He said, “I am a young man of Egypt, 
servant to an Amalekite, and my master left me behind because 
I fell sick three days ago. 14We had made a raid against the Negeb 
of the Cherethites and against that which belongs to Judah and 
against the Negeb of Caleb, and we burned Ziklag with fire.” 
15And David said to him, “Will you take me down to this band?” 
And he said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me or 
deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down 
to this band.”

SERMON

David and The Good Life | Compassion
Rev. Andrew Smith
Rev. Smith’s bio can be found on page 18 of the bulletin.
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



15

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

All the Way my Savior Leads Me
Rich Mullins · Chris Tomlin

All the way my Savior leads me,
Who have I to ask beside?
How could I doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my guide?

All the way my Savior leads me,
Cheers each winding path I tread,
Gives me grace for every trial,
Feeds me with the living Bread.

You lead me and keep me from falling.
You carry me close to Your heart.
And surely Your goodness and mercy will follow me.

All the way my Savior leads me.
O, the fullness of His love.
O, the sureness of His promise.
In the triumph of His blood.
And when my spirit clothed immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day,
This my song through endless ages.
Jesus led me all the way.
Jesus led me all the way.

All the way my Savior leads me.
All the way my Savior leads me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.

ANDREW SMITH’S BIO

Andrew Smith is the pastor of Presbyterian Church of Kennett Square in 
Pennsylvania. Prior to joining the church in 2008, Andrew ministered in 
Peabody, Massachusetts; Portrush, Northern Ireland; and Dublin, Ireland. 
He trained for ministry at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South 
Hamilton, Massachusetts. Andrew grew up in Belfast, Northern Ireland and 
lived in the United States for 12 years (Alaska, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts) before returning to live in Ireland from 1996-2008. 
Andrew is an avid fan of Manchester United and Ulster rugby and loves 
kayaking. He is married to Tara and they have two children, Fiona and 
Duncan.


