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PREPARATION

October 16, 2022 
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“I believe because He fulfills none of my dreams, because He 
is in every respect the opposite of what He would be if I could 
have made Him in my own image.”

—W. H. Auden

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, give your people grace to withstand the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and 
minds to follow you the only God; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104
psalm: Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 121
second reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
gospel: Luke 18:1-8
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Partita No. 3 - III. Gavotte en Rondeau
Johann Sebastian Bach

Doori Na

Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat
Charles Wesley

Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat
Where Jesus answers prayer;
There humbly fall before his feet,
For none can perish there.

Thy promise is my only plea;
With this I venture nigh:
Thou callest burdened souls to thee,
And such, O Lord, am I.

Be thou my shield and hiding place,
That, sheltered near thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him, thou hast died.

O wondrous love! to bleed and die,
To bear the cross and shame,
That guilty sinners, such as I,
Might plead thy gracious Name!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 132
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For the Lord has chosen Zion;

He has desired it for his dwelling place:

“This is my resting place forever;

Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.

I will abundantly bless her provisions;

I will satisfy her poor with bread.

Her priests I will clothe with salvation,

And her saints will shout for joy.
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HYMN

Rock of Ages
Augustus Toplady · Arr. James Ward

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
 
Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone.
 
Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace:
Foul, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Savior, or I die.
 
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost. 
We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside 
from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves 
pure when we are stained, and great when we are small. We 
have failed in love, neglected injustice, and ignored your truth. 
Have mercy on us, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to 
paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 4:10

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
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HYMN

Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul
Anne Steel · Kevin Twit

Dear Refuge of my weary soul,  
On Thee, when sorrows rise,
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies.
To Thee I tell each rising grief, 
For Thou alone canst heal.
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, 
For ev’ry pain I feel.

But, oh! When gloomy doubts prevail,
I fear to call Thee mine.
The springs of comfort seem to fail, 
And all my hopes decline.
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee?
Thou art my only Trust.
And still my soul would cleave  
To Thee though prostrate in the dust.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, 
And shall I seek in vain?
And can the ear of Sovereign Grace, 
Be deaf when I complain?
No still the ear of Sovereign Grace, 
Attends the mourner’s prayer.
Oh may I ever find access, to breathe my sorrows there.

Thy mercy seat is open still, 
Here let my soul retreat,
With humble hope attend Thy will, 
And wait beneath Thy feet.
Thy mercy seat is open still, 
Here let my soul retreat,
With humble hope attend Thy will, 
And wait beneath Thy feet.



8

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE—10AM SERVICE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 11:30 AM SERVICE

Membership Vows
1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight 

and without hope for your salvation except through his 
sovereign mercy?

2 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and 
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a 
follower of Christ?

4 Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by support-
ing this congregation in its worship of God and its ministry 
to others to the best of your ability?

5 Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the 
church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this congre-
gation, and to seek those things that make for unity, purity 
and peace?

Congregational Vow

1 Will you, the members of this congregation and witnesses of   
    these vows, acting on behalf of yourself and as representa     
 tives of the whole body of Christ, do everything within your  
 power to encourage these new members to grow in the grace  
 and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

Is He Worthy?
Shane and Shane

Jay Sourbeer and the Central Youth Choir

Do you feel the world is broken?
Do you feel the shadows deepen?
But do you know that all the dark won’t
stop the light from getting through?
Do you wish that you could see it all made new?
 
Is all creation groaning?
Is a new creation coming?
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst?
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this?

Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole?
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll?
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave
He is David’s root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave
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Is He worthy? Is He worthy?
Of all blessing and honor and glory?
Is He worthy of this? He is.

Does the Father truly love us?
Does the Spirit move among us?
And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those He loves?
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? Chorus

From every people and tribe
Every nation and tongue
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God
To reign with the Son
Is He worthy? Is He worthy?
Of all blessing and honor and glory?
Is He worthy? Is He worthy?
Is He worthy of this?

He is, He is! He is, He is
He is worthy! He is worthy!
Of all blessing and honor and glory
He is worthy of this. He is..

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

2 Samuel 6:2-16
The passage can be found on page 255 of the pew Bible.

2And David arose and went with all the people who were with him 
from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which 
is called by the name of the Lord of hosts who sits enthroned 
on the cherubim. 3And they carried the ark of God on a new cart 
and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the 
hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving 
the new cart, 4with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark.

5And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before 
the Lord, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and 
castanets and cymbals. 6And when they came to the threshing 
floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and 
took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down 
there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of 
God. 8And David was angry because the Lord had broken out 
against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 
9And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and he said, “How 
can the ark of the Lord come to me?” 10So David was not willing 
to take the ark of the Lord into the city of David. But David 
took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the 
ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom the Git-
tite three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his 
household.
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12And it was told King David, “The Lord has blessed the house-
hold of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the 
ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from 
the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing. 13And 
when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, 
he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14And David danced 
before the Lord with all his might. And David was wearing a 
linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up 
the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the 
horn.

16As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal the 
daughter of Saul looked out of the window and saw King David 
leaping and dancing before the Lord, and she despised him in 
her heart.

SERMON

David and The Good Life | Worship
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Jesus, Son of God
Chris Tomlin

You came down from heaven’s throne,
This earth You formed was not Your home,
A love like this, the world had never known.
A crown of thorns to mock your name—
Forgiveness fell upon Your face:
A love like this, the world had never known.

On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God!
You laid down Your perfect life,
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.
You are Jesus, Son of God!

You took our sin,
You bore our shame,
You rose to life,
You defeated the grave,
A love like this, the world has never known! Chorus

Be lifted higher
Than all You’ve overcome.
Your name be louder
Than any other song.
There is no power
That can come against Your love.
The cross was enough!
The cross was enough! Chorus.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
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POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


