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PREPARATION

October 23, 2022 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

"The greatest happiness of life is the conviction that we are 
loved—loved for ourselves, or rather, loved in spite of 
ourselves."

—Victor hugo

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord God, without you we are not able to please you;            
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65
psalm: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84:1-7
second reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
gospel: Luke 18:9-14
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ORDER OF WORSHIP                                                        

PRELUDE

Duo for violin and cello, No. 1 Allegro
Jean-Baptiste Breval

Marta Bagratuni and Caroline Drexler

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Chris Tomlin

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see
 
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And Grace my fears relieved
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed
 
My chains are gone I’ve been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing Grace
 
The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures. Chorus
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The Earth shall soon
Dissolve like snow
The Sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine
You are forever mine
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, 
forever;

With my mouth I will make known your 
faithfulness to all generations.

For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up 
forever;

In the heavens you will establish your 
faithfulness.”

You have said, “I have made a covenant with my 
chosen one;

I have sworn to David my servant:

‘I will establish your offspring forever,

And build your throne for all generations.’”

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord

Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy 
ones!

Psalm 89
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HYMN

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Stuart Townend

How deep the Father’s love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord our God, you know us better than we know ourselves.  
As we come before you now, believers and doubters alike, we 
all share a deep need, for we are all lost without your grace.  
Search us, O God, and know our hearts, test us and know our 
troubled thoughts.  Give us true repentance.  Forgive us all 
our wrongs.  Transform us by your Spirit to live for you each 
day and to learn to serve each other, through the grace of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 5:8

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power
Andraé Crouch

The blood that Jesus shed for me
Way back on Calvary
The blood that gives me strength 
From day to day
It will never lose its power 
It reaches to the highest mountain 
It flows to the lowest valley
The blood that gives me strength 
From day to day 
It will never lose its power

It soothes my doubts and calms my fears 
And it dries all my tears 
The blood that gives me strength 
From day to day 
It will never lose its power

It reaches to the highest mountain 
It flows to the lowest valley
The blood that gives me strength 
From day to day
It will never lose its power
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 11:30 AM SERVICE

Marilynn Josephine Pouga Tinhaga
Daughter of Zachée and Katie Pouga Tinhaga

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Marilynn’s 
salvation, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of the 
Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring Marilynn up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow 

 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting Zachée and Katie in the Christian nurture of their 
child?

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 10:00 AM SERVICE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

God You Are
We Are Messengers

When I was young You called my name
I tried to run, but still You came
And You stepped into the dark
Cause that’s just the kind of God You are

When heaven seems beyond my reach
You still see eternity in me
You’re turning ashes into art
Cause that’s just the kind of God You are

It’s in the empty tomb
It’s on the rugged cross
Your death-defying love
Is written in Your scars
You’ll never quit on me
You’ll always hold my heart
Cause that’s the kind of God You are

You gave me freedom from my sin
You told me I could start again
All the hurt is dead and gone
Now we’re Your daughters and Your sons

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
We once were lost but now we're found
Forever You hold is in Your arms
Cause that's just the kind of God You are Chorus
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You are Holy Holy Holy
High and set apart
You are Holy Holy Holy
God that’s who You are Chorus

When I was young You called my name
I tried to run, but still You came
And You stepped into the dark
Cause that’s just the kind of God You are

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

2 Samuel 7:1-17
The passage can be found on page 259 of the pew Bible.

1Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given 
him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to 
Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.”

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 
5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would 
you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house 
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwell-
ing. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people of 
Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom 
I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 
you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you 
shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you 
should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with 
you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell 
in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 
from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. 
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12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me 
a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the 
rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15but my steadfast 
love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 
away from before you. 16And your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established 
forever.’” 17In accordance with all these words, and in accordance 
with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

SERMON

David and the Good Life | Grace
Rev. Jason Harris
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

What a Beautiful Name
Hillsong Worship

You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord most high
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ

What a beautiful Name it is, what a beautiful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is, nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus

You didn’t want heaven without us
So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great Your love was greater
What could separate us now?

What a wonderful Name it is, what a wonderful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is, nothing compares to this
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You
You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory
For You are raised to life again
You have no rival, You have no equal
Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory
Yours is the Name above all Names
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What a powerful Name it is, what a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is, nothing can stand against
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
https://centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements! All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


