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PREPARATION

October 30, 2022 
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“God doesn’t give in order to acquire. God loves without      
self-seeking; that’s at the heart of who God is. God gives for  
the benefit of others.”

—Miroslav Volf

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep 
us from everything that may hurt us, that we may be ready in 
body and soul with free hearts to accomplish whatever you 
want us to do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144
psalm: Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm 32:1-7
second reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
gospel: Luke 19:1-10

file:C:\Users\Jacinth\Dropbox\Bulletins\Devotional\Devotional_Printing_FINAL.docx
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Imitazione Delle Campane
Johann Paul von Westhoff

Michael Katz and Doori Na

A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Martin Luther

A Mighty Fortress is our God, 
A Bulwark never failing;
Our Helper He, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe 
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow’r are great, 
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask Who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, 
From age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
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And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, 
For lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly pow’rs, 
No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, 
Through Him Who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also;
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 108

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the 
peoples;

I will sing praises to you among the nations.

For your steadfast love is great above the heavens;

Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!

Let your glory be over all the earth!
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HYMN

For All The Saints
William W. How · Ralph Vaughan Williams

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your 
mercy is higher than the heavens, wider than our wanderings, 
deeper than all our sin. Forgive our careless attitudes toward 
your purposes, our refusal to relieve the suffering of others, 
our envy of those who have more than we have, our obsession 
with creating a life of constant pleasure, our indifference to the 
treasures of heaven, our neglect of your wise and gracious law. 
Help us to change our way of life so that we may desire what is 
good, love what you love, and do what you command, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 4:10

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Divine Exchange
Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I’d be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine. Chorus

I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me. Chorus

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 The only Son of God,
 Eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 True God from true God,
 Begotten, not made,
 Of one Being with the Father.
 Through Him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  He came down from heaven:
  By the power of the Holy Spirit
  He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was
   made man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 He suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day He rose again
   in accordance with the Scriptures;
 He ascended into heaven
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
  dead,
 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
     With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
     He has spoken through the Prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
         and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

If Ye Love Me
Thomas Tallis · David Skinner

If ye love me
Keep my commandments,
And I will pray the father,
And He shall give you another comforter.

That He may ‘bide with you forever.
That He may ‘bide with you forever:

E’en the spirit of truth.
E’en the spirit of truth.
E’en the spirit of truth.
E’en the spirit of truth.

THE DOXOLOGY PLEASE STAND

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

2 Samuel 9:1-13
The passage can be found on pages 260-261 of the pew Bible.

1And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, 
that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2Now there 
was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and 
they called him to David. And the king said to him, “Are you 
Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 3And the king said, “Is 
there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the 
kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a 
son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” 4The king said to him, 
“Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “He is in the house of 
Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” 5Then King David sent 
and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, 
at Lo-debar. 6And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of 
Saul, came to David and fell on his face and paid homage. And 
David said, “Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am 
your servant.” 7And David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will 
show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I 
will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall 
eat at my table always.” 8And he paid homage and said, “What is 
your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog such 
as I?”
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9Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “All 
that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your 
master’s grandson. 10And you and your sons and your servants 
shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that 
your master’s grandson may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth 
your master’s grandson shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba 
had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11Then Ziba said to the king, 
“According to all that my lord the king commands his servant, 
so will your servant do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, 
like one of the king’s sons. 12And Mephibosheth had a young 
son, whose name was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba’s house 
became Mephibosheth’s servants. 13So Mephibosheth lived in 
Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king’s table. Now he was lame 
in both his feet.

SERMON

David and The Good Life | Love
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Reckless Love
Cory Asbury

Before I spoke a word, 
You were singing over me;
You have been so, so good to me.
Before I took a breath, 
You breathed Your life in me;
You have been so, so kind to me.

Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, 
Reckless love of God!
Oh, it chases me down, fights ‘til I’m found, 
Leaves the ninety-nine!
I couldn’t earn it, and I don’t deserve it, 
Still, You give Yourself away.
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, 
Reckless love of God!
 
When I was Your foe, 
Still Your love fought for me;
You have been so, so good to me.
When I felt no worth, 
You paid it all for me;
You have been so, so kind to me. Chorus

There’s no shadow You won’t light up,
Mountain You won’t climb up,
Coming after me.
There’s no wall You won’t kick down,
Lie You won’t tear down,
Coming after me. Chorus



17

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.

http://centralchurchnyc.org/announcements

