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PREPARATION

November 6, 2022 
Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“This is the gospel focus: you are the man; you are the woman. 
The gospel is never about somebody else; it’s always about you, 
about me. The gospel is never a truth in general; it’s always a 
truth in specific. The gospel is never a commentary on ideas or 
culture or conditions, it’s always about actual persons, actual 
pain, actual trouble, actual sin: you, me; who you are and what 
you’ve done; who I am and what I’ve done.”

—eugene peterson

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you 
with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21
psalm: Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9
second reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
gospel: Luke 20:27-38
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Duet for Violin and Cello, Andante Poco Adagio 
and Presto
Bréval, Jean-Baptiste 

Marta Bagratuni and Caroline Drexler

It Is Well
Horatio G. Spafford · Phillip P. Bliss

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”

It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!—
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Chorus

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Chorus
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 51

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

O Lord, open my lips,

And my mouth will declare your praise.

For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give 
it;

You will not be pleased with a burnt offering.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise.
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HYMN

Before the Throne of God Above
Charities Lees Bancroft · Vikki Cook

Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea.
A great, High Priest, Whose Name is Love; 
Who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heaven He stands,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there, 
Who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God the Just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me.
To look on Him and pardon me.
 
Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb, 
My Perfect, Spotless Righteousness,
The Great, Unchangeable I AM, 
The King of Glory and of Grace.
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One with Himself, I cannot die; 
My soul is purchased by His blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ, my Savior and my God!
With Christ, my Savior and my God! 

My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heaven He stands, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
According to your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquities and cleanse us from 
our sin. For we know our transgressions and our sins are ever 
before us. Against you, and you alone, have we sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God. Put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away 
from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit away from 
us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and uphold us with a 
willing spirit. Amen

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Isaiah 1:18

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Jesus Paid It All
Alex Nifong · Dan Galbraith

I hear the Savior say, 
“Thy strength indeed is small.
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.”

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy pow’r and Thine alone,
Can change the leper’s spots 
And melt the heart of stone. Chorus

O Praise the One Who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead.
O Praise the One Who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead.

And when before the throne, 
I stand in Him complete,
“Jesus died my soul to save!” 
My lips shall still repeat. Chorus

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Unredeemed
Selah

The cruelest word, the coldest heart
The deepest wound, the endless dark
The lonely ache, the burning tears
The bitter nights, the wasted years

Life breaks and falls apart
But we know these are

Places where grace is soon to be so amazing
It may be unfulfilled, it may be unrestored
But when anything that’s shattered
Is laid before the Lord
Just watch and see, it will not be unredeemed

For every choice that led to shame
And all the love that never came
For every vow that someone broke
And every life that gave up hope

We live in the shadow of the fall
But the cross says these are all Chorus

Oh, He will wipe every tear
Will not be, be unredeemed Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY PLEASE STAND

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

2 Samuel 12:1-13
The passage can be found on pages 263 of the pew Bible.

1And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said 
to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and 
the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 3 
but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and 
with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his 
cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now 
there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to 
take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who 
had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared 
it for the man who had come to him.” 5Then David’s anger was 
greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the 
Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6and he 
shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity.”

7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you out of the hand of Saul. 8And I gave you your master’s house 
and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house 
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of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add 
to you as much more. 9Why have you despised the word of the 
Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah 
the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your 
wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 
Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will 
raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take 
your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and 
he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12For you did 
it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the 
sun.’” 13David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your 
sin; you shall not die.”

SERMON

David and The Good Life | Repair
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Man of Sorrows
P.P. Bliss

Man of sorrows what a name
For the Son of God, who came.
Ruined sinners to reclaim,
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned he stood.
Sealed my pardon with his blood,
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

Guilty, vile, and helpless we
Spotless lamb of God was He.
Full atonement!  Can it be? 
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

Lifted up was He to die,
“It is finished” was his cry;
Now in heaven exalted high:
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

When he comes, our glorious King,
All his ransomed home to bring.
Then anew this song we’ll sing:
Hallelujah, what a Savior!
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Katie and Zach Pouga will celebrate their 10th wedding 
anniversary on Friday, November 11.

• Fletcher Thomas Jones, son of CiCi and Robert Jones, will 
be baptized at the 11:30 am service next Sunday, November 
13.

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.


