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PREPARATION

November 13, 2022 
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Pain isn’t the worst thing. Being hated isn’t the worst thing. 
Being separated from the one you love isn’t the worst thing. 
Death isn’t the worst thing. The worst thing is failing to deal 
with reality and becoming disconnected from what is actual.”

—eugene peterson

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Father in heaven, keep your household the church in continual
godliness, that through your protection it may be free from all
adversities, and may devoutly serve you in good works to the
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12
psalm: Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98
second reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
gospel: Luke 21:5-19
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Prelude in D Major, Op. 23 No. 4
Sergei Rachmaninoff

Ben Sellick

Jesus, With Thy Church Abide
Thomas Benson Pollock · Christopher Miner

Jesus, with Thy church abide; 
Be her savior, Lord, and Guide, 
While on earth her faith is tried: 
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.

Keep her life and doctrine pure; 
Grant her patience to endure, 
Trusting in Thy promise sure: 
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.

May she one in doctrine be, 
One in truth and charity, 
Winning all to faith in Thee: 
We beseech Thee, hear us, 
We beseech Thee, hear us.
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May she guide the poor and blind, 
Seek the lost until she find
And the brokenhearted bind:
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 3

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

O Lord, how many are my foes!

Many are rising against me;

Many are saying of my soul,

“There is no salvation for him in God.”

But you, O Lord, are a shield about me,

My glory, and the lifter of my head.
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HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Elisha A. Hoffman · Anthony J. Showalter · Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms; Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Chorus

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our 
being, whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and 
whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: 
Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from 
proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent 
and humble hearts we may draw near to you, confess-
ing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in 
you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your 
Son, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 8:31-32

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own 
Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 
him graciously give us all things?

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Our God
Chris Tomlin

Water You turned into wine, 
Opened the eyes of the blind, 
There’s no one like You, 
None like You.

Into the darkness You shine,
Out of the ashes we rise,
There’s no one like You,
None like You.

Our God is greater, our God is stronger,
God You are higher than any other!
Our God is Healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God!

And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against?
And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us?
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against?
What can stand against? Chorus

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body,
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM—10 AM SERVICE

Elizabeth Carmichael Welker
Daughter of Emily and Stephen Welker

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and do
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Elizabeth’s salva-
tion, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means
of God’s appointment, to bring Elizabeth up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of
assisting Emily and Stephen in the Christian nurture of
their child?
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM—11:30 AM SERVICE

Fletcher Thomas Jones
Son of Caroline and Robert Jones

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Flethcher's salva-
tion, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will
endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will
pray with and for him, that you will teach him the truths of
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means
of God’s appointment, to bring Fletcher up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of
assisting Caroline and Robert in the Christian nurture of their 
child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

Fantasiestucke Op. 73: III. Rasch und mit feuer
Robert Schumann

Michael Katz and Jason Nong

THE DOXOLOGY PLEASE STAND

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

2 Samuel 18:31-33
The passage can be found on page 270 of the pew Bible.

31Then the Cushite arrived and said, “My lord the king, hear the 
good news! The Lord has vindicated you today by delivering you 
from the hand of all who rose up against you.” 32The king asked 
the Cushite, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” The Cushite 
replied, “May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise 
up to harm you be like that young man.” 33The king was shaken. 
He went up to the room over the gateway and wept. As he went, 
he said: “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I 
had died instead of you—O Absalom, my son, my son!”

SERMON

David and The Good Life | Suffering
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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HYMN

The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten,
then Nailed to a cross of wood.

This, the pow’r of the cross.
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath,
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed,
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. Chorus

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry. Chorus

Oh, to see my name written in Your wounds,
For through Your suffering, I am free.
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.

This, the pow’r of the cross.
Son of God slain for us.
What a love, what a cost,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Stucke in Volkston Op. 102: IV. Nicht zu rasch
Robert Schumann

Michael Katz and Jason Nong

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community?
Fill out our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements.
All submissions are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the 
Sunday bulletin.


