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PREPARATION

November 20, 2022 
Christ the King Sunday

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“As the Greeks were acutely aware, it is because we are destined 
to die and we know it, because we will lose those who are dear 
to us, because banality constantly threatens daily life, that the 
question of the ‘good life’—of what is truly worthwhile in this 
existence and not in another—deserves to be posed. It is also 
why all the great philosophies have wrestled with the question. 
Shocking as it might seem today, those great philosophies have, 
perhaps always, been linked to the problematic of salvation.”

—Luc Ferry

COLLECT OF THE DAY

God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear 
the devout prayers of your Church: and grant that what we ask 
in faith we may surely obtain; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79
psalm: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46
second reading: Colossians 1:11-20
gospel: Luke 23:33-43
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Duo for violin and cello, Op. 13, Moderato
Gagik Hovounts

Marta Bagratuni and Caroline Drexler

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (Traditional)
Edward Pertonet · Oliver Holden

All Hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all!

O that with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
We’ll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 16

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say 
to the Lord, 

“You are my Lord; I have no good apart from 
you.” 

I have set the Lord always before me;

Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being 
rejoices;

My flesh also dwells secure.

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,

Or let your holy one see corruption.

You make known to me the path of life;

In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.
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HYMN

In Christ Alone
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my Light, my Strength, my Song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in all, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless Babe!
This Gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied.
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am His and He is mine;
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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On Christ the solid Rock I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
‘Til He returns or calls me home,
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and 
crowned him Lord of all. We confess that we have not bowed 
before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have 
gone along with the ways of the world, and failed to give him 
glory. Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be your 
faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who rules the world, and is head of the church, his 
body.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Job 19:25-27

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand 
on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my 
flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, 
and not another.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

Living Hope
Phil Wickham

How great the chasm that lay between us,
How high the mountain I could not climb.
In desperation, I turned to Heaven,
And spoke Your Name into the night.
Then through the darkness, Your lovingkindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul.
The work is finished, the end is written:
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.

Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of  Ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame.
The Cross has spoken, I am forgiven;
The King of Kings calls me His Own.
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever,
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.

Hallelujah! Praise the One Who set me free!
Hallelujah! Death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken every chain;
There’s salvation in Your Name:
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.
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Then came the morning that sealed the promise:
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion
Declared, “The grave has no claim on Me!”
Then came the morning that sealed the promise:
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion
Declared, “The grave has no claim on Me!”
Jesus, Yours is the victory. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Total Praise
Richard Lee Smallwood

Lord, I will lift
My eyes to the hills,
Knowing my help
Is coming from You.
Your peace, You give me
In time of the storm.

You are the source of my strength.
You are the strength of my life.
I lift my hands in total praise to You.

Amen (A-a-a-men, A-a-a-a-men).
Amen (A-a-a-men, A-a-a-a-men).
Amen (A-a-a-men, A-a-a-a-men).
Amen (A-a-a-men, A-a-a-a-men).

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Kings 1:1-5, 11-13; 2:1-4
The passage can be found on pages 279-280 of the pew Bible.

1Now King David was old and advanced in years. And although 
they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. 2Therefore 
his servants said to him, “Let a young woman be sought for my 
lord the king, and let her wait on the king and be in his service. 
Let her lie in your arms, that my lord the king may be warm.” 3So 
they sought for a beautiful young woman throughout all the ter-
ritory of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought 
her to the king. 4The young woman was very beautiful, and she 
was of service to the king and attended to him, but the king knew 
her not. 

5Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will 
be king.” And he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, 
and fifty men to run before him. 

11Then Nathan said to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, “Have 
you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king 
and David our lord does not know it? 12Now therefore come, let 
me give you advice, that you may save your own life and the life 
of your son Solomon. 13Go in at once to King David, and say to 
him, ‘Did you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, say-
ing, “Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on 
my throne”? Why then is Adonijah king?’ 
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1When David’s time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon 
his son, saying, 2“I am about to go the way of all the earth. Be 
strong, and show yourself a man, 3and keep the charge of the 
Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, 
his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written 
in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and 
wherever you turn, 4that the Lord may establish his word that 
he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention 
to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart 
and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of 
Israel.’

SERMON

David and The Good Life | Salvation
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

O Praise the Name
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

I cast my mind to Calvary,
Where Jesus bled and died for me.
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet.
My Savior on that cursed tree.

His body bound and drenched in tears,
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb.
The entrance sealed by heavy stone,
Messiah still and all alone.

O praise the Name of the Lord our God!
O praise His Name forever more!
For endless days we will sing Your praise,
O Lord, O Lord our God!

Then on the third at break of dawn,
The Son of Heaven rose again.
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King! Chorus

He shall return in robes of white,
The Blazing Son shall pierce the night.
And I will rise among the saints,
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face. Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


