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PREPARATION

December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The virgin birth is a mystery. Not a riddle or puzzle for which 
we can find some explanation, but a mystery, before which we 
can only come in the kind of awe communicated by the alto’s 
soft assurance that in this mystery, God is with us.”

—Roger Bullard

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus Christ, at your first coming you sent your mes-
senger to prepare the way before you: Grant that the ministers 
and stewards of your mysteries may likewise make ready your 
way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the ways of the 
righteous, that at your second coming to judge the world we 
may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
psalm: Psalm 146:5-10
second reading: James 5:7-10
gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Charles Wesley · Rowland H. Prichard

Central Chamber Orchestra

Messiah
Francesca Battistelli

Central Youth Choir

Long awaited precious promise,
Son of God and Son of man. 
Heaven’s glory in a manger
Has come to us in Bethlehem.

Messiah, Messiah,
A baby born to save us all.
Messiah, Messiah,
On our knees we fall.

All we longed for, all we needed,
Shining in a child’s eyes.
Hope forever, death defeated
Because of this one holy night. Chorus
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O come let us adore Him.
O come let us adore Him.
O come let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

Long awaited precious promise,
Coming back again. Chorus

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Traditional English

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CALENDAR
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 40

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

That her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every moun-
tain and hill be made low;

The uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain.

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.”
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HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Continued)
Traditional English

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease;
Fill the whole world with Heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you and one another in both our actions and our 
inactions. We recognize that in Jesus our light has come, yet 
often we choose to walk in the shadows and ignore the light. 
Gracious God, forgive our sins and remove from us the veil of 
darkness which shrouds our lives. Illumine us by your word so 
we may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 12:46

I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in 
me may not remain in darkness.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR CHRISTMAS

The Community Outreach Fund is used exclusively to benefit the marginal-
ized and disadvantaged through our dedicated ministry partners. Gifts 
to this fund can also be made online through the month of December at 
centralchurchnyc.org/give

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

Angels from the Realms of Glory
James Montgomery · Henry T. Smart

Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing;
Yonder shines the Infant light: Chorus

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen the Infant star. Chorus

Saints, before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear;
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Go Tell It On the Mountain
Traditional · Arr. Masa Fukuda

Central Children’s and Youth Choir

Go tell over the hills, huh-uh, tell it on the mountain.
Go tell over the hills, huh-uh, tell it on the mountain.

While shepherds kept their watching, o’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light,
And it told me to:

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere,
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.
Tell over the hills, huh-uh, tell it on the mountain.
Go, tell over the hills, huh-uh, tell it on the mountain.

The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo above the earth. 
Rang out the angel chorus, that hailed our Savior’s birth.

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere,
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger, our humble Christ was born.
And God sent us salvation, that blessed Christmas morn.

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere,
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.
Tell over the hills, huh-uh, tell it on the mountain.
Go, tell over the hills, huh-uh, tell it on the mountain.



12

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23 (KJV)

14Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call his 
name Emmanuel, God with us.

Isaiah 40:9 (KJV)

9O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high 
mountain. O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up 
thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities 
of Judah, Behold your God!

Isaiah 60:1-3 (KJV)

1Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee!

2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness 
the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall 
be seen upon thee. 3And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising.

SERMON

The Gospel According to Handel | The Surprising 
News of Advent
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Christmas Day
Chris Tomlin · We the Kingdom

Joy to the world
On a night like no other Emmanuel,
God is with us. Beggars and kings,
Let us come and adore Him.
Rest in His peace,
And bow before Him.

Sing all you people,
The Lord Almighty reigns.
Sing every creature of God,
Come bless His name.
For He is good, for He is good.
He was born to conquer the grave.
Light of the world,
The reason for Christmas day.

Stars we have seen,
Over deserts and oceans.
The darkness was deep,
But never hopeless.
Redemption came,
And His name is Jesus. Chorus

From the mountains
We will shout it out,
For the Lord our God Almighty reigns.
He is with us.
He is with us now.
For the Lord our God Almighty reigns. Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


