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PREPARATION

December 25, 2022 
Christmas Day

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“We think of him as safe beneath the steeple,
Or cosy in a crib beside the font,
But he is with a million displaced people
On the long road of weariness and want.
For even as we sing our final carol
His family is up and on that road,
Fleeing the wrath of someone else’s quarrel,
Glancing behind and shouldering their load.
Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower
Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled,
The lambs are slaughtered by the men of power,
And death squads spread their curse across the world.
But every Herod dies, and comes alone
To stand before the Lamb upon the throne."

—Malcolm Guite

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Raise up your great power, Lord, and come among us to save us; that, 
although through our sins we are grievously hindered in running the race 
that is set before us, your plentiful grace and mercy may speedily help and 
deliver us; through the sufficiency of your Son our Lord, to whom with 
you and the Holy Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
second reading: Romans 1:1-7
gospel: Matthew 1:18-25
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Christmas Carols

Central Chamber Orchestra

We Three Kings
John Henry Hopkins, Jr.

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign. Chorus

Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, gladly raising,
Worshiping God on high. Chorus
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Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Chorus

Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Sounds through the earth and skies. Chorus

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 98

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things!

The Lord has made known his salvation. He 
has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 
the nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and his 
faithfulness to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

Break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
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HYMN

Joy to the World! The Lord is Come
John Henry Hopkins, Jr.

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION PLEASE BE SEATED

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion, blot out my transgres-
sions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when 
you judge. Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash 
me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and glad-
ness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face 
from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 103:11-13

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows 
compassion to those who fear him.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE PLEASE STAND

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Traditional English Carol

God rest ye merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay
Remember, Christ, our Saviour
Was born on Christmas day
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r
When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

In Bethlehem, in Israel,
This blessed Babe was born
And laid within a manger
Upon this blessed morn,
The which His Mother Mary
Did nothing take in scorn.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God, our Heavenly Father,
A blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by Name.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We
give because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our
offerings express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment
to join God in his work of renewal.

You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 or
visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

Welcome To Our World
Chris Rice

Central Youth Choir

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking,
How we need to hear from God.
You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting,
Welcome Holy Child.
 
Hope that You don’t mind our manger.
How I wish we could have known.
But long-awaited Holy Stranger
Make Yourself at home,
Please make Yourself at home.

Bring Your peace into our violence.
Bid our hungry souls be filled.
Word now breaking Heaven’s silence.
Welcome to our world.

Fragile finger sent to heal us,
Tender brow prepared for thorn,
Tiny heart whose blood will save us,
Unto us is born.

So wrap our injured flesh around You,
Breathe our air and walk our sod.
Rob our sins and make us holy,
Perfect Son of God,
Welcome to our world.
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 40:11
The passage can be found on page 600 of the pew Bible.

11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young. 

Matthew 11:28-30
The passage can be found on page 816 of the pew Bible.

28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

SERMON

The Gospel According to Handel | The Burden of 
Christmas
Rev. Chris Hildebrand
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.



14

COMMUNION HYMN

He Shall Reign Forevermore
Chris Tomlin · Matt Maher

In the bleak mid-winter
All creation groans,
For a world in darkness
Frozen like a stone
Light is breaking, in a stable for a throne.

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore.
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore.
Unto us a Child is born
The King of kings and Lord of lords
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore.

If I were a wise man
I would travel far
If I were a shepherd,
I would do my part, but poor as I am
I will give to Him my heart. Chorus

Here within a manger lies
The One who made the starry skies.
This baby born for sacrifice,
Christ, the Messiah!
Into our hopes, into our fears
The Savior of the world appears
The promise of eternal years
Christ, the Mesiah! Chorus

He shall reign.
He shall reign.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately following the 
service at the front of the sanctuary to pray confidentially for you about any 
need or concern you might have. We encourage you to avail yourself of this 
opportunity to receive prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


