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PREPARATION

January 1, 2023 
First Sunday after Christmas

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

"God has assuredly promised His grace to the humble, that is, 
to those who lament and despair of themselves. But no man 
can be thoroughly humbled until he knows that his salvation 
is utterly beyond his own powers, devices, endeavors, will, and 
works, and depends entirely on the choice, will, and work of 
another, namely, of God alone."

—Martin Luther

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was circumcised and for 
man’s sake became obedient to the Law: Purify our hearts and 
all our members so that we may die to all sinful desires and in 
all things obey your holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 63:7-9
psalm: Psalm 148
second reading: Hebrews 2:10-18
gospel: Matthew 2:13-23
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Carols

Michael Katz

Jesus Shall Reign
Isaac Watts · John Hatton

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
‘Til moons shall wax and wane no more.
 
To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.
 
People and realms of ev’ry tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.
 
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen! 
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 36

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the 
heavens, 

Your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;

Your judgments are like the great deep.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

The children of mankind take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,

And you give them drink from the river of your 
delights.

For with you is the fountain of life;

In your light do we see light.



4

HYMN

Nothing but the Blood Of Jesus
Robert Lowry · Dr. Seth Ward

What can wash away my sins?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
 
O precious is the flow that makes me white as snow!
No other Fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.
 
For my pardon this my plea:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
For my cleansing this my plea:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Chorus
 
This is all my hope and peace:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
This is all my righteousness:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Heavenly Father, we lower our heads before you and we confess 
that we have too often forgotten that we are yours. Sometimes 
we carry on our lives as if there was no God and we fall short 
of being a credible witness to you. For these things we ask your 
forgiveness and we also ask for your strength. Give us clear 
minds and open hearts so we may bear witness to you in our 
world. Remind us to be who you would have us to be regardless 
of where we are or what we are doing. Hold us to yourself and 
build our relationship with you and with those you have given 
us to love and serve. We ask this not upon our deserving it, nor 
even the honesty of our confession, but because of Jesus, who 
suffered, died, and rose for us. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 3:18

We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

King of Kings
Geoff Bullock

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope, without light,
Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes.
To fulfill the law and prophets,
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt.

Praise the Father.
Praise the Son.
Praise the Spirit Three in One.
God of glory, Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings.

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost,
To redeem the whole creation,
You did not despise the cross.
For even in your suffering
You saw to the other side.
Knowing this was our salvation,
Jesus for our sake you died. Chorus

And the morning that you rose,
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the lamb had conquered death.
And the dead rose from their tombs
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And the angels stood in awe.
For the souls of all who’d come
To the Father are restored.

And the Church of Christ was born,
Then the Spirit lit the flame,
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel, shall not faint.
By His blood and in His name,
In His freedom I am free.
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 He came down from heaven: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day He rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, 
 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Even Unto Death
Audrey Assad

Jesus, the very thought of you
It fills my heart with love.
Jesus, you burn like wildfire
And I am overcome.

Lover of my soul,
Even unto death,
With my every breath 
I will love You.

Jesus, you are my only hope,
And you, my prize shall be.
Jesus, you are my glory now
And in eternity. Chorus

In my darkest hour
In humiliation
I will wait for you.
I am not forsaken
Though I lose my life.
Though my breath is taken,
I will wait for you.
I am not forsaken.
One thing I desire
To see you in your beauty.
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You are my delight.
You are my glory.
You my sacrifice.
Your love is all consuming.
You are my delight.
You are my glory. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

1 Corinthians 1:17-18
The passage can be found on page 952 of the pew Bible.

17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 
and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ 
be emptied of its power. 

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

SERMON

The Power of the Gospel
Rev. Geoff Sackett
Mr. Sackett’s bio can be found on page 17 of the bulletin
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leader
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.



15

COMMUNION HYMN

Worthy Is The Lamb
Darlene Joyce Zschech

Thank you for the cross, Lord.
Thank you for the price You paid,
Bearing all my sin and shame.
In love You came,
And gave amazing grace.
 
Thank you for this love, Lord.
Thank you for the nail pierced hands.
Washed me in Your cleansing flow,
Now all I know
Your forgiveness and embrace.
 
Worthy is the Lamb,
Seated on the throne.
Crown You now with many crowns,
You reign victorious.
 
High and lifted up.
Jesus, Son of God.
The Darling of Heaven crucified,
Worthy is the Lamb.
Worthy is the Lamb.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately following the 
service at the front of the sanctuary to pray confidentially for you about any 
need or concern you might have. We encourage you to avail yourself of this 
opportunity to receive prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.

REV. GEOFF SACKETT’S BIO

Reverend Geoff Sackett is the Executive Director of Manna Christian 
Fellowship at Princeton University. Geoff enjoys ministering to students and 
delights in seeing students grow in the grace and knowledge of the living 
God. He has worked in a variety of contexts spanning public policy, gradu-
ate theological education, congregational ministry, and campus ministry. 
Geoff lives in Princeton, New Jersey with his wife, Heather, and their four 
children.


