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PREPARATION

January 15, 2023 
Second Sunday After Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Testimony asks to be trusted. This does not mean that         
historians must trust testimony uncritically, but rather that   
testimony is to be assessed as testimony. The question is 
whether it is trustworthy.”

—Richard Bauckham

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in 
heaven and earth: mercifully hear the supplications of your 
people, and grant us your peace all the days of our life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
psalm: Psalm 40:1-11
second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
gospel: John 1:29-42
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Duo in D major, 3rd movement
Jean-Baptiste Bréval

Marta Bagratuni

Wonderful, Merciful Savior
Dawn Rogers · Eric Wyse

Wonderful, merciful Savior,
Precious Redeemer, and Friend,
Who would have thought that a Lamb
Could rescue the souls of men?
Oh, You rescue the souls of men.

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper,
Spirit we long to embrace,
You offer hope when our hearts have
Hopelessly lost the way.
Oh, we hopelessly lost the way.

You are the One that we praise,
You are the One we adore,
You give the healing and grace,
Our hearts always hunger for.
Oh, our hearts always hunger for.
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Almighty, infinite Father,
Faithfully loving Your own.
Here in our weakness You find us
Falling before Your throne.
Oh, we’re falling before Your throne. Chorus

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 35

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

This God—his way is perfect; the word of the 
Lord proves true;

He is a shield for all those who take refuge in 
him.

For who is God, but the Lord?

And who is a rock, except our God?

The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock,

And exalted be the God of my salvation.
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, He is Lord,
Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil. Chorus

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found!
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne! Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord our God, you know us better than we know ourselves. 
As we come before you now, believers and doubters alike, we 
all share a deep need, for we are all lost without your grace. 
Search us, O God, and know our hearts, test us and know our 
troubled thoughts. Give us true repentance. Forgive us all our 
wrongs.  Transform us by your Spirit to live for you each day 
and to learn to serve each other, through the grace of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Acts 10:34

All the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Jesus 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Speak, O Lord
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
To receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
All Your purposes for Your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail—
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises,
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood and city, 
and the world. Please let the prayer ministry know of your prayer requests 
by visiting centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest. 

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically. 
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OFFERTORY

Truth I’m Standing On
Matthew West · Leanna Crawford

Scared, oh I thought I knew scared,
Now I’m so filled with fear
I can barely move.

Doubts, I’ve had my share of doubts,
But never more than right now
I’m wondering where are You.

Here on the edge of fall apart,
Somehow Your promises
Find my troubled heart.

This is the truth I’m standing on:
Even when all my strength is gone,
You are faithful forever,
And I know You’ll never
Let me fall.

Right now, I’m choosing to believe,
Someday soon, I’ll look back and see
All the pain had a purpose.
Your plan was perfect all along.
This is the truth I’m standing on.

Good, I believe You’re still good.
Even when life’s not good
I will not lose this hope.
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That the God who parts the sea
Promises He’s gonna
Make a way for me. Chorus

My rock, my shield, my firm foundation
I know I will not be shaken.
You remind me
Where my help comes from. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 1:1-4
The passage can be found on page 855 of the pew Bible.

1Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 
the things that have been accomplished among us, 2just as those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of 
the word have delivered them to us, 3it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some time past, to write 
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4that you 
may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.

SERMON

The Authentic Jesus | Myth Buster
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

This Is Our God
Reuben Morgan

Your grace is enough, more than I need;
At Your word I will believe.
I wait for You, draw near again;
Let your spirit make me new.

And I will fall at Your feet,
I will fall at Your feet,
And I will worship You here.

Your presence in me, Jesus light the way
By the power of Your word.
I am restored, I am redeemed;
By Your spirit I am free.  

And I will fall at Your feet,
I will fall at Your feet,
And I will worship You here.

Freely You gave it all for us,
Surrendered Your life upon that cross.
Great is the love poured out for all:
This is our God.

Lifted on high from death to life,
Forever our God is glorified.
Servant and King rescued the world:
This is our God.
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And I will fall at your feet
We sing I will fall at your feet
And I will worship you here. Chorus

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately following the 
service at the front of the sanctuary to pray confidentially for you about any 
need or concern you might have. We encourage you to avail yourself of this 
opportunity to receive prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


