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PREPARATION

February 12, 2023 
Sixth Sunday of Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“He did not come simply to proclaim the kingly rule of God, 
but to bring it to bear directly on our everyday lives. In a 
word, he came to bring healing to a broken world. That is what 
‘salvation’ means: God’s wholeness, his rescue at every level of 
our need. That is what Jesus set about doing, and he did it so 
effectively that enormous crowds constantly gathered round 
him to share in the undreamed-of benefits he was bringing to 
ordinary people in need.”

—Michael Green

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, keep your household the Church continually
in your true religion; that those who lean only on the hope of
your heavenly grace may always be defended by your mighty
power; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
psalm: Psalm 119:1-8
second reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
gospel: Matthew 5:21-37
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Fantasy No. 1. Largo
Georg Philipp Telemann

Doori Na

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Joachim Neander · Catherine Winkworth · Christy Nockels · Arr. Seth Ward

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth.
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper
Thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and
Mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If in His love He befriend thee. Chorus
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Praise to the Lord,
O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath,
Come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly, for aye, we adore Him. Chorus
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 46

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,

Whose hope is in the Lord his God,

Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them,

Who keeps faith forever;

Who executes justice for the oppressed,

Who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

The Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to 
all generations.

Praise the Lord!
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HYMN

It is Well
Horatio G. Spafford · Phillip P. Bliss

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”

It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!—
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Chorus

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed 
from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done, and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. 
Yet, good Lord, have mercy upon us. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared to humankind in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, most merciful Father, for his 
sake, that we may live a godly and obedient life, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 5:10

The God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish 
you.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.



8

HYMN

Heal Us
William Cowper · Kevin Twit · Lucas Morton

Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are.
We long to feel Thy touch.
Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly.
O Savior, hear our cry.

Our faith is feeble, we confess.
We faintly trust Thy word.
But will You pity us the less?
Be that far from You Lord!

Remember him who once applied
With trembling for relief,
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried.
“O help my unbelief!” Chorus

She, too, who touched you in the press,
And healing virtue stole
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace.
Thy faith has made thee whole.”

Like her, with hopes and fears we come.
To touch You if we may,
O send us not despairing home.
Send none unhealed away. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body,
 And the life everlasting. Amen.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE—10AM SERVICE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS—11:30AM SERVICE

Membership Vows

1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight
 and without hope for your salvation except through his
 sovereign mercy?

2 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and
 Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him
 alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?
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3 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon
 the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a
 follower of Christ?

4 Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by
 supporting this congregation in its worship of God and its
 ministry to others to the best of your ability?

5 Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the
 church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this
 congregation, and to seek those things that make for unity,
 purity and peace?

Congregational Vow

 Will you, the members of this congregation and witnesses of
 these vows, acting on behalf of yourself and as
 representatives of the whole body of Christ, do everything
 within your power to encourage these new members to
 grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
 Jesus Christ?

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Yes, He Can
Jeff Pardo · Logan Cain · Madison Cain Jonson · Taylor Cain Matz

Sometimes I wonder, is He faithful?
Does He see me in my trouble?
Does He understand?
Sometimes I question if He’s able.
Can He rescue, can He save me
Again and again?

But when I look back,

Did He move every mountain?
Did He part every sea?
Yes, He did.
So yes, He can, oh.
Did He defeat the darkness?
Did He deliver me?
Yes, He did.
So yes, He can.
Whoa, yes, He did.
So yes, He can.

‘Cause sometimes those voices try to tell me
I’m forgotten, and I’ve fallen
Too far from His hands.
But I know what kind of God He is,
And I’m trusting in His promises.
I’m believing and I’m singing
Yes, He can. Chorus
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‘Cause I’ve seen too much, now I can’t deny
He’s come through every single time.
From the beginning until the end,
He did. He will. He can. Chorus

Yes, He did.
Yes, He can.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE DOXOLOGY PLEASE STAND

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 4:23-25
The passage can be found on page 809 of the pew Bible.

23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction among the people.
24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him
all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those
oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and
he healed them. 25And great crowds followed him from Galilee
and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan.

SERMON

The Authentic Jesus | Wonder Worker
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Impossible Things
Chris Tomlin

You heal the broken hearted,
You set the captive free,
You lift the heavy burden,
And even now, You are lifting me.

There is no healer like the Lord our Maker;
There is no equal to the King of kings.
Our God is with us, we will fear no evil,
‘Cause You do, impossible things,
‘Cause You do, impossible things.

Though I walk through the valley,
Darkness surrounding me,
There You prepare a table
In the presence of my enemies. Chorus

One Word, and the walls start falling,
One Word, and the blind will see,
One Word, and the sinner’s forgiven,
‘Cause You do impossible things. Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


