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PREPARATION

February 19, 2023 
Seventh Sunday After Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“If I found a key on the road and discovered it fit and opened
a particular lock, I’d assume most likely the key was made by
the lock maker. If I find a set of teaching set out in pre-modern
Oriental society that has proven itself of such universal validity
that it has fascinated or satisfied millions of people in every
century, including the best minds and yet the simplest hearts,
that it has made itself at home in virtually every culture,
inspired masterpieces in every field of art, and continues to
grow and spread rapidly, are they likely to be the work of a
deceiver or a fool? In fact, it is more likely they were designed
by the heart-maker.”

—G. K. Chesterton

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, you have taught us that whatever we do without love is
worth nothing: Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts
that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of
all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before
you; grant this, for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Exodus 24:12-18
psalm: Psalm 2
second reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Suite No. 6, Allemande 4
Johann Sebastian Bach

Marta Bagratuni

May the Mind of Christ My Savior
Kate B. Wilkinson · A. Cyril Barham-Gould

May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and pow’r controlling
All I do and say.

May the word of Christ dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His pow’r.

May the peace of Christ my Savior
Rule my life in ev’rything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing,
This is victory.
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 86

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

Bring joy to your servants, O Lord, for to you we
lift up our souls.

There is none like you; no deeds can compare
with yours.

All the nations you have made will come and
worship before you.

They will bring glory to your name, for you alone
are God.

Teach us now your way, O Lord, and we will live
in your truth.

Give us undivided hearts that we may fear and
praise your great name.
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HYMN

How Firm a Foundation
Traditional American

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word.
What more can He say, than to you He hath said;
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, oh be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid.
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply.
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to His foes.
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



5

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, Father in heaven, you have brought your kingdom 
into the world through Jesus. Your kingdom has begun to 
spread its healing reign into our lives and into our world. We 
have begun to taste of your goodness. Yet there is much that 
remains broken in our lives and in our world. You have told us 
to live in the hope of your kingdom continuing its spread. Yet 
we have often lost hope. We have given up the fight in many 
ways. We have often settled for the mediocre kingdoms of this 
world: power, image, fame, money, pleasure. Forgive us and 
renew us. Teach us to wait in hope. Teach us to live in hope. 
Teach us to work in hope. Bring your kingdom. We need it. 
Our world needs it. In Christ’s name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Psalm 145:13-14

The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his 
deeds. The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all 
who are bowed down.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

How Marvelous (I Stand Amazed)
William Cowper · Kevin Twit · Lucas Morton

I stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene
And wonder how He could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean.

Singin’ how marvelous! How wonderful!
And my song shall ever be:
How marvelous! How wonderful!
Is my Savior’s love for me!

He took my sins and my sorrows,
He made them His very own;
He bore the burden to Calvary,
And suffered and died alone. Chorus

When with the ransomed in glory
His face I at last shall see,
’Twill be my joy through the ages
To sing of His love for me. Chorus

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body,
 And the life everlasting. Amen.



8

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN  

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.

OFFERTORY

Isn’t He (This Jesus)
Natalie Grant · Mia Fieldes · Andrew Holt · Seth Mosley

Captivator of the searching heart,
This Jesus, how precious.
Mender of a million shattered parts
This Jesus, relentless.
Oh, oh-ooh
This Jesus, this Jesus.
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So wonderful, so beautiful,
So kind and lovely,
Isn’t He? Isn’t He?
Beyond compare, treasure rich and rare,
Marvelous and Holy,
Isn’t He? Isn’t He?

Giver of a grace that none could earn,
This Jesus, extravagant.
Keeper of His promise and His word,
Such goodness, such faithfulness. Chorus

And You alone be honored and adored.
And You alone be glorified in praise.
And You alone be honored and adored.
And You alone be glorified in praise.

And You alone will reign forevermore.
And You alone the name above all names.
And You alone will reign forevermore.
And You alone the name above all names.

Oh, oh-ooh,
This Jesus, this Jesus.
Oh, oh-oh-ooh,
This Jesus, my Jesus. Chorus

Oh, oh-ooh,
This Jesus, this Jesus.
Oh, oh-ooh,
This Jesus, this Jesus.
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THE DOXOLOGY PLEASE STAND

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 7:12-29 (NIV)

12So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to 
you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”

13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad
is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and
only a few find it.

15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit 
you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn-
bushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise, every good tree bears 
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot 
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.
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21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your 
name drive out demons and in your name perform many 
miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!’

24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because 
it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were
amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had
authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

SERMON
The Authentic Jesus | Authoritative Teacher
Rev. Andrew Smith
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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HYMN

O Praise the Name
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

I cast my mind to Calvary,
Where Jesus bled and died for me.
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet.
My Savior on that cursed tree.

His body bound and drenched in tears,
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb.
The entrance sealed by heavy stone,
Messiah still and all alone.

O praise the Name of the Lord our God!
O praise His Name forever more!
For endless days we will sing Your praise,
O Lord, O Lord our God!

Then on the third at break of dawn,
The Son of Heaven rose again.
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King! Chorus

He shall return in robes of white,
The Blazing Son shall pierce the night.
And I will rise among the saints,
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face. Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community?
Fill out our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements.
All submissions are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the 
Sunday bulletin.


