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PREPARATION

February 26, 2023 
First Sunday of Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The things he says are very different from what any other 
teacher has said. Others say, ‘This is the truth about the 
universe. This is the way you ought to go.’ But he says, ‘I am the 
Way and the Truth and the Life.’ He says, ‘No man can reach 
absolute certainty except through me. Try to retain your own 
life and you will inevitably be ruined. Give yourself away and 
you will be saved.’ He says, ‘If you are ashamed of me, if, when 
you hear my call, you turn the other way, I will look the other 
way when I come again as God without disguise. If anything, 
whatever is keeping you from God and from me, whatever it 
is, throw it away. It if is your eye, pull it out. If it is your hand, 
cut it off. If you put yourself first you will be last. Come to 
me, everyone who is carrying a heavy load, and I will set that 
right. Your sins, all of them, are wiped out. I can do that. I am 
Re-birth. I am Life. Eat me, drink me: I am your food. And 
finally, do not be afraid. I have overcome the whole universe.’ 
That is the issue.”

—C. S. Lewis
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus Christ, for our sake you fasted forty days and forty 
nights: Give us grace to use such abstinence that, our flesh 
being subdued by the spirit, we may always obey your will in 
righteousness and true holiness, to your honor and glory; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forevermore. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
psalm: Psalm 32
second reading: Romans 5:12-19
gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Prelude No. 3 in G Major, Op. 28
Frédéric Chopin

Ben Sellick

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
Isaac Watts · John Hatton

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
‘Til moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.

People and realms of ev’ry tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen!
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 43

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my
servant whom I have chosen,

That you may know and believe me and
understand that I am he.

Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be
any after me.

I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no
savior.

I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there
was no strange god among you;

There is none who can deliver from my hand; I
work, and who can turn it back?”
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HYMN

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson · Traditional American Music

Come Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord our God, you know us better than we know ourselves.
As we come before you now, believers and doubters alike, we
all share a deep need, for we are all lost without your grace.
Search us, O God, and know our hearts, test us and know our
troubled thoughts. Give us true repentance. Forgive us all our
wrongs. Transform us by your Spirit to live for you each day
and to learn to serve each other. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 5:24

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into
judgment, but has passed from death to life.

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

HYMN

Living Hope
Phil Wickham

How great the chasm that lay between us,
How high the mountain I could not climb.
In desperation, I turned to Heaven,
And spoke Your Name into the night.
Then through the darkness, Your lovingkindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul.
The work is finished, the end is written:
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.

Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of Ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame.
The Cross has spoken, I am forgiven;
The King of Kings calls me His Own.
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever,
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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Hallelujah! Praise the One Who set me free!
Hallelujah! Death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken every chain;
There’s salvation in Your Name:
Jesus Christ, my Living Hope.

Then came the morning that sealed the promise:
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion
Declared, “The grave has no claim on Me!”

Then came the morning that sealed the promise:
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion
Declared, “The grave has no claim on Me!”
Jesus, Yours is the victory. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM—11:30 AM SERVICE

Eleanor Pearl Clay
Daughter of Leah and Sterling Clay

Baptismal Vows

1 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and do
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Eleanor's salva-
tion, as you do for your own?

3 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means
of God’s appointment, to bring Eleanor up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

1 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of
assisting Leah and Sterling in the Christian nurture of their 
child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration of 
the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE—10:00 AM SERVICE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighbor-
hood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to 
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Same God
Elevation Worship

I’m calling on the God of Jacob, 
Whose love endures through generations. 
I know that You will keep Your covenant.
I’m calling on the God of Moses, 
The one who opened up the ocean. 
I need You now to do the same thing for me. 

O God, my God, I need You. 
O God, my God, I need You now. 
How I need You now. 
O Rock, O Rock of ages, 
I’m standing on Your faithfulness, 
On Your faithfulness.

I’m calling on the God of Mary 
Whose favor rests upon the lowly. 
I know with You all things are possible.
I’m calling on the God of David 
Who made a shepherd boy courageous. 
I may not face Goliath 
But I’ve got my own giants. Chorus

You heard Your children then. You hear Your children now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God.

You answered prayers back then, and You will answer now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God.
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You were providing then. You are providing now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God.

You moved in power then. God, move in power now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God.

You were a healer then. You are a healer now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God.

You were a savior then. You are a savior now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God. Chorus

You freed the captives then. You’re freeing hearts right now. 
You are the same God. You are the same God.

You touched the lepers then. I feel Your touch right now.
You are the same God. You are the same God.

I’m calling on the Holy Spirit, 
Almighty River, come and fill me again.
Come and fill me again. Come and fill me again.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 10:21-24
The passage can be found on pages 868-869 of the pew Bible.

21In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I
thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and
revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will. 22All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or
who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.”

23Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the
eyes that see what you see! 24For I tell you that many prophets
and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to
hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

SERMON

The Authentic Jesus | Claim Maker
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Awakening
Chris Tomlin

In our hearts, Lord, in our minds, awakening,
Holy Spirit, we desire awakening.

For You and You alone,
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing!
For the world You love,
Your will be done, let Your will be done in me.

In Your presence, in Your power, awakening,
For this moment, in this hour, awakening. Chorus

Like the rising sun that shines,
From the darkness comes a light,
I hear Your voice and this is my awakening.

Like the rising sun that shines,
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing.
From the darkness comes a light,
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing.
Like the rising sun that shines,
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing.
Only You can raise a life,
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing.

In our hearts, Lord, in our minds, awakening.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


