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PREPARATION

March 12, 2023 
Third Sunday of Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The parables that Jesus told and the images he used let us into 
his mind and heart. They let us see what he prayed and thought 
about, and what he wanted to share with us. They convey the 
vision of the world and of all that God offers us. They show us 
how he saw reality and what he truly treasured. Above all, they 
disclose his deepest and richest answers to the questions: What 
is God like? What is God doing for us?”

—Gerald O’Collins

COLLECT OF THE DAY

We beseech you, almighty God, look on the heartfelt desires of
your servants, and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty
to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Exodus 17:1-7
psalm: Psalm 95
second reading: Romans 5:1-11
gospel: John 4:5-42
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Chiacona
Giuseppe Colombi

Michael Katz

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
Bernard of Clairvaux · Tr. Paul Gerhardt · Arr. J.S. Bach

O sacred Head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded
With thorns, Thine only crown;
O sacred Head, what glory
What bliss ‘til now was Thine
Yet though despised and gory,
I joy to call Thee mine.

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered,
Was all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine was the transgression,
But Thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
‘Tis I deserve Thy place;
Look on me with Thy favor,
Vouchsafe me to Thy grace.
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What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever,
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
Outlive my love to Thee.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 43

leader

people

leader

people

Leader

People

leader

people

leader

people

Fear not, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you;

And through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you;

When you walk through fire you shall not be
burned,

And the flame shall not consume you.

Fear not, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you;

And through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you;

When you walk through fire you shall not be
burned,

And the flame shall not consume you.

For I am the Lord your God,

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

Because you are precious in my eyes,

And honored, and I love you.
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HYMN

The Power of the Cross
Keith Getty · Stuart Townend · Arr. Dan Galbraith

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day,
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood.

This, the pow’r of the cross.
Christ became sin for us.
Took the blame, bore the wrath,
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed,
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. Chorus

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life,
“Finished!” the vict’ry cry. Chorus

Oh, to see my name written in Your wounds,
For through Your suffering, I am free.
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love.

This, the pow’r of the cross.
Son of God slain for us.
What a love, what a cost,
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace, in Jesus Christ, you have imputed my sin to
my substitute and clothed me in a robe of righteousness,
but in my daily life I still walk in rags. Forgive me for my
indifference to your Word, my selfishness in prayer, my
coldness of heart in worship, and my callousness towards
others. Even my confession is stained with sin. I need to
repent of my repentance. I need my tears to be washed. I have
no robe to bring to cover my sins, no loom to weave my own
righteousness. I am always going into the far country, and
always returning home as a prodigal, always saying ‘Father,
forgive me,’ and you are always bringing forth the best robe. By
your grace, you always justify the ungodly. Grant that I never
lose sight of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the exceeding
righteousness of salvation, the exceeding glory of Christ, the
exceeding beauty of holiness, and the exceeding wonder of
grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 5:21

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

Take My Hand, Precious Lord
Thomas A. Dorsey · George N. Allen

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light.

Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.

When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall. Chorus

When the darkness appears,
And the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone;
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand. Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Born of the Virgin Mary,
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
 And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 The holy catholic Church,
 The communion of saints,
 The forgiveness of sins,
 The resurrection of the body,
 And the life everlasting. Amen.
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CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY

Please take a few minutes to fill out this year’s congregational survey at 
centralchurchnyc.org/survey.

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front of the
church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with their teachers
where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an environment suited to
their language and style. Alternatively, children are always welcome to
remain in the sanctuary to worship alongside the adults for the duration
of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our neighborhood
and city, and the world. Please submit prayer requests to
centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For members 
and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you are able. We give 
because all we have has been graciously given to us by God. Our offerings 
express our joyful dependence upon God and our commitment to join God 
in his work of renewal.

Please text centralchurchnyc to (833) 737-6262 or visit 
centralchurchnyc.org/give in order to give electronically.
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OFFERTORY

Jesus is Better
Aaron Ivey · Brett Land

Thom Brown III, soloist

There is no other so sure and steady.
My hope is held in your hand
When castles crumble and breath is fleeting.
Upon this rock I will stand, yeah.
Upon this rock I will stand, glory, glory.

Glory, glory, we have no other king.
But Jesus Lord of all.
Raise the anthem, our loudest praises ring.
We crown Him Lord of all.

Your kindly rule has shattered
And broken the curse of sin’s tyranny.
My life is hidden ‘neath Heaven’s shadow.
Your crimson flood covers me.
Your crimson flood covers me, we say: Chorus

In all my sorrows, Jesus is better.
Make my heart believe.
In every victory, Jesus is better.
Make my heart believe.
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Than any comfort, Jesus is better.
Make my heart believe.
More than all riches, Jesus is better.
Make my heart believe.
And our souls declaring, Jesus is better.
Make my heart believe.
And our song eternal, Jesus is better.
Make my heart believe.

Glory, glory, we have no other king.
But Jesus Lord of all. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



13

SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 15:11-32
The passage can be found on pages 874-875 of the pew Bible.

11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share
of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property
between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered
all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed
pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs
ate, and no one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I
perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me
as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best
robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
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25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And
he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe
and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look,
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always
with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was
lost, and is found.’”

SERMON

The Authentic Jesus | Storyteller
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Chris Tomlin

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.

’Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear,
And Grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed!

My chains are gone:
I’ve been set free!
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood His mercy reigns;
Unending love, amazing grace.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures. Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be sure to subscribe 
to stay up to date on everything happening at Central at 
centralchurchnyc.org/newsletters!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our journal Christ & 
Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, marriage, or 
baptism that you would like to share with the Central community? Fill out 
our online form at centralchurchnyc.org/announcements. All submissions 
are reviewed by Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin.


