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PREPARATION

June 23, 2024 
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Although our mind cannot apprehend God without rendering 
some honor to him, it will not suffice simply to hold that there 
is One whom all ought to honor and adore, unless we are also 
persuaded that he is the fountain of every good.” 

—John Calvin

“Grace means you’re in a different universe from where you 
had been stuck, when you had absolutely no way to get there 
on your own.” 

—Anne Lamott
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, the protector of all who put their trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, increase and 
multiply upon us your mercy, so that with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we finally 
lose not the things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father; for our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49
psalm: Psalm 9:9-20; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
second reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
gospel: Mark 4:35-41
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Doori Na

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
John Newton

How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear!
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
and drives away his fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast;
‘Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary, rest.

Dear Name, the Rock on which I build, 
my Shield and Hiding-place,
My never-failing treas’ry filled 
with boundless stores of grace!

Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
my Prophet, Priest, and King,
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
accept the praise I bring.
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Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought;
But when I see Thee as Thou art, 
I’ll praise Thee as I ought.

‘Til then I would Thy love proclaim 
with ev’ry fleeting breath;
And may the music of Thy Name 
refresh my soul in death!

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 40

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The 
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth.

He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom.

He gives strength to the weary and increases the 
power of the weak.

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young 
men stumble and fall;

But those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength.

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and 
not be faint.
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HYMN

This Is My Father’s World
Franklin Sheppard

This is my Father’s world, 
And to my list’ning ears,
All nature sings and’ ‘round me rings 
The music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world, 
I rest me in the thought,
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
His hand, the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world, 
The birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white 
Declare their Master’s praise.
This is my Father’s world, 
He shines in all that’s fair,
In the rustling grass, I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me ev’rywhere.

This is my Father’s world, 
O let me ne’er forget,
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done.
Jesus, Who died, shall be satisfied, 
And earth and Heaven be one.
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I have a Father; He is my Father.
He reigns in power and in love!
I have a Father, my glorious Father,
Creator, Master, King, my God!

This is my Father’s world, 
O let me ne’er forget,
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, to know you is the fulfillment of our deepest 
longings and the satisfaction of our most ardent desires. Yet 
foolishly we have sought our pleasures elsewhere. We have put 
the seeking of idols, which are bound to leave us feeling empty, 
above seeking you. We have failed to love you with our whole 
heart, soul, and mind. We have failed to love our neighbors 
as ourselves. Forgive us our sins for the sake of your Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. And grant that from now on we might 
serve you in newness of life. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

John 11:25-26

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die.” 

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Blessed Be Your Name
Matt and Beth Redman

Blessed be Your Name
In the land that is plentiful,
Where Your streams of abundance flow,
Blessed be Your name.

Blessed be Your name
When I’m found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness,
Blessed be Your name.

Every blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say,
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your name!
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your glorious name!

Blessed be Your name
When the sun’s shining down on me,
When the world’s all as it should be,
Blessed be Your name.

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering,
Though there’s pain in the offering,
Blessed be Your name.  Chorus
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You give and take away.
You give and take away.
My heart will choose to say,
Lord, blessed be Your name!

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM — 11:30AM

Ruby Hoon-Katz
Daughter of Michael Katz and Maureen Hoon-Katz

Baptismal Vows

1	 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2	 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and do 
you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Ruby’s salvation, 
as you do for your own?

3	 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of 
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means 
of God’s appointment, to bring Ruby up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

	 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting Michael and Maureen in the Christian nurture of 
their child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — 10AM

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 

You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

Amen!
Rita Springer

So be it, no more questions.
Answers come when You give them.
I cry out, God I believe it.
This will be my last word.
So be it, perfect timing.
The promise You’re providing,
You’re the manna I am finding.
This will be my last word.
This will be my last word.

Amen (Amen) when the brook dries up.
Amen from an empty cup.
Amen when there’s not enough.
God, hear me say it again.
Amen (Amen) from the wilderness.
Amen from the lions den.
Amen when there’s nothing left.
God, hear me say it again,
Amen. 

So be it, You have seen me.
Your word won’t come back empty.
I trust You so completely.
This will be my last word.
This will be my last word.  Chorus
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Your oil never runs,
Never runs, never runs out.
You provide every time,
Every time, every time.
So why would I doubt it?  Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Kings 17:1-24
The passage can be found on page 299 of the pew Bible.

1Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As 
the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there 
shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 
2And the word of the Lord came to him: 3“Depart from here and 
turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is 
east of the Jordan. 4You shall drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5So he went and did 
according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the 
brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6And the ravens brought 
him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the 
evening, and he drank from the brook. 7And after a while the 
brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

8Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9“Arise, go to 
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I 
have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and 
went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, 
behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her 
and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 
11And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, 
“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12And she said, “As 
the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful 
of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering 
a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and 
my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13And Elijah said to her, “Do 
not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little 
cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something 
for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall 
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not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the 
earth.’” 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he 
and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of flour was not 
spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the 
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

17After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, 
became ill. And his illness was so severe that there was no breath 
left in him. 18And she said to Elijah, “What have you against 
me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance and to cause the death of my son!” 19And he said 
to her, “Give me your son.” And he took him from her arms 
and carried him up into the upper chamber where he lodged, 
and laid him on his own bed. 20And he cried to the Lord, “O 
Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow 
with whom I sojourn, by killing her son?” 21Then he stretched 
himself upon the child three times and cried to the Lord, “O 
Lord my God, let this child’s life come into him again.” 22And 
the Lord listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. 23And Elijah took the child 
and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house 
and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son 
lives.” 24And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are 
a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is 
truth.”

SERMON

The Living God
Rev. Andrew Smith
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

I Will Rise
Chris Tomlin

There’s a peace I’ve come to know,
Though my heart and flesh may fail.
There’s an anchor for my soul;
I can say, “It is well!”
Jesus has overcome,
And the grave is overwhelmed.
The victory is won,
He is risen from the dead.

And I will rise when He calls my name,
No more sorrow, no more pain.
I will rise on eagles’ wings
Before my God, fall on my knees
And rise. I will rise!

There’s a day that’s drawing near,
When this darkness breaks to light,
And the shadows disappear,
And my faith shall be my eyes.
Jesus has overcome,
And the grave is overwhelmed.
The victory is won,
He is risen from the dead.  Chorus

And I hear the voice of many angels sing,
“Worthy is the Lamb!”
And I hear the cry of ev’ry longing heart,
“Worthy is the Lamb!”  Chorus



19

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be 
sure to subscribe to stay up to date on everything happening at 
Central!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our jour-
nal Christ & Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or 
quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, 
marriage, or baptism that you would like to share with the 
Central community? Fill out our online form at centralchurchnyc.
org/announcements. All submissions are reviewed by 
Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin. 
Announcements are shared on the first Sunday of each month.


