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PREPARATION

July 21, 2024 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“People will always find ways and means of eluding a religion’s 
stern demands while still calling themselves its followers and 
signing its creeds and continuing to bear its name; they will 
always be able to convince themselves that, even on the basis of 
compromise, they have a right to bear its name, and will grow 
indignant with anyone who challenges that right; they will 
always regard the half-allegiance they are prepared to give with 
a wonderful complacency and satisfaction feeling that anyone 
– even God Himself – might be gratified by the interest they 
show and the patronage they offer; not realizing that attitude, 
which seems so reasonable and respectable, is dealing religion a 
blow and doing it damage compared with which all the direct, 
frontal attacks of its open enemies are a mere nothing.” 

—James Stewart
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, whose never-failing providence governs all 
things in heaven and earth: we humbly ask you to put away 
from us all hurtful things, and to give us whatever may be 
profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a
psalm: Psalm 23; Psalm 89:20-37
second reading: Ephesians 2:11-22
gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Caroline Drexler

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Traditional Welsh · Walter C. Smith

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes.
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above,
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
 
To all life Thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all.
Thy wisdom so boundless, Thy mercy so free,
Eternal Thy goodness for naught changeth Thee.
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee!
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WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 145

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

The Lord is gracious and compassionate,

Slow to anger and rich in love.

The Lord is good to all;

He has compassion on all he has made.

All your works praise you, Lord; your faithful 
people extol you.

They tell of the glory of your kingdom and 
speak of your might,

So that all people may know of your mighty acts

And the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
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HYMN

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Samuel Trevor Francis · Thomas J. Williams

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
vast, unmeasured, boundless, free!
Rolling as a mighty ocean 
in its fullness over me!
Underneath me, all around me, 
is the current of Thy love,
Leading onward, leading homeward 
to Thy glorious rest above!
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
spread His praise from shore to shore!
How He loveth, ever loveth, 
changeth never, nevermore!
How He watches o’er His loved ones, 
died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth, 
watcheth o’er them from the throne!
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
love of ev’ry love the best!
’Tis an ocean full of blessing, 
’tis a haven giving rest!
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
’tis a Heav’n of Heav’ns to me;
And it lifts me up to glory, 
for it lifts me up to Thee!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken, we 
confess that we fail to fulfill your will. Though you have bound 
yourself to us, we will not bind ourselves to you. In Jesus Christ 
you serve us freely, but we refuse your love and withhold 
ourselves from others. We do not love you fully or love one 
another as you command. In your mercy, forgive and cleanse 
us. Lead us once again to your table and unite us to Christ, who 
is the bread of life and the vine from which we grow in grace. 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

2 Corinthians 8:9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Whom Shall I Fear (God of Angel Armies)
Chris Tomlin

You hear me when I call.
You are my morning song.
Though darkness fills the night,
It cannot hide the light.
Whom shall I fear?

You crush the enemy
Underneath my feet.
You are my sword and shield,
Though troubles linger still.
Whom shall I fear?

I know who goes before me.
I know who stands behind.
The God of angel armies
Is always by my side.
The one who reigns forever,
He is a friend of mine.
The God of angel armies
Is always by my side.

My strength is in your name,
For you alone can save.
You will deliver me.
Yours is the victory.
Whom shall I fear?  Chorus
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And nothing formed against me shall stand.
You hold the whole world in your hands.
I’m holding on to your promises.
You are faithful. 
You are faithful.  Chorus

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because of all we have been graciously given 
from God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon God 
and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal.

You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

Whole Heart (Hold Me Now)
Aodhán King · Hillsong UNITED · Tayá

Hold me now
In the hands that created the heavens.
Find me now
Where the grace runs as deep as Your scars.
You pulled me from the clay,
Set me on a rock,
Called me by Your Name,
And made my heart whole again.

Lifted up,
And my knees know it’s all for Your glory,
That I might stand
With more reasons to sing than to fear.
You pulled me from the clay,
Set me on a rock,
Called me by Your Name,
And made my heart whole again.

So here I stand,
High in surrender.
I need You now.
Hold my heart,
Now and forever.
My soul cries out.
Once I was broken,
But You loved my whole heart through.
Sin has no hold on me,
’Cause Your grace holds me now.
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And that grace
Owns the ground where the grave did,
Where all my shame remains
Left for dead in Your wake.
You crashed those age-old gates,
You left no stone unturned,
You stepped out of that grave
And shouldered me all the way.  Chorus

Healed and forgiven,
Look where my chains are now.
Death has no hold on me,
’Cause Your grace holds that ground,
And Your grace holds me now.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 10:17-31
The passage can be found on page 846 of the pew Bible.

17And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and 
knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good except God alone.
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19You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not 
commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do 
not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20And he said to 
him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21And Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: 
go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the 
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

    23And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom 
of God!” 24And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then 
who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man 
it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with 
God.” 28Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything 
and followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one 
who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, 
and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first.”

SERMON

People Who Met Jesus  |  The Man Who Lacked 
One Thing
Rev. Andrew Smith
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen. 

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. Individually 
wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Goodness of God
Jenn Johnson · Jason Ingram  · Ben Fielding · Ed Cash · Brian Johnson

I love You, Lord,
For Your mercy never fails me.
All my days, I’ve been held in Your hands.
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head,
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

And all my life You have been faithful.
And all my life You have been so, so good.
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

I love Your voice.
You have led me through the fire.
In darkest night,
You are close like no other.
I’ve known You as a Father.
I’ve known You as a Friend.
And I have lived in the goodness of God.  Chorus

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.
With my life laid down,
I’m surrendered now.
I give You everything.
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.  Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Our weekly newsletter is sent out every Friday morning. Be 
sure to subscribe to stay up to date on everything happening at 
Central!

Ministry and special series newsletters and posts from our jour-
nal Christ & Contemporary Culture are sent out on a monthly or 
quarterly basis.

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, 
marriage, or baptism that you would like to share with the 
Central community? Fill out our online form at centralchurchnyc.
org/announcements. All submissions are reviewed by 
Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin. 
Announcements are shared on the first Sunday of each month.


