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PREPARATION

October 13, 2024 
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart 
will be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of 
keeping it intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal. 
Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid 
all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your 
selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it 
will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, 
impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable.” 

—C.S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep 
us from everything that may hurt us, that we may be ready in 
body and soul with free hearts to accomplish whatever you 
want us to do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Job 23:1-9, 16-17
psalm: Psalm 22:1-15, 90:12-17
second reading: Hebrews 4:12-16
gospel: Mark 10:17-31
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Marta Bagratuni

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Charles Wesley · Rowland Hugh Prichard

Love Divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of Heav’n, to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
all Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all Compassion, 
pure, unbounded Love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
enter ev’ry trembling heart.

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never, 
nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
glory in Thy perfect love.
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Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be:
Let us see Thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory, 
‘til in Heav’n we take our place,
‘Til we cast our crowns before Thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 89 and 115

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever;

With my mouth I will make your faithfulness 
known through all generations.

I will declare that your love stands firm forever,

That you established your faithfulness in 
heaven itself.

Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name 
be the glory,

Because of your love and faithfulness.
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HYMN

Blessed Be Your Name
Matt Redman · Beth Redman

Blessed be Your Name
In the land that is plentiful,
Where Your streams of abundance flow,
Blessed be Your name.

Blessed be Your name
When I’m found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness,
Blessed be Your name.

Every blessing You pour out
I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord,
Still I will say,
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your name!
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your glorious name!

Blessed be Your name
When the sun’s shining down on me,
When the world’s all as it should be,
Blessed be Your name.

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering,
Though there’s pain in the offering,
Blessed be Your name. Chorus



5

You give and take away.
You give and take away.
My heart will choose to say,
Lord, blessed be Your name!

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us 
to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 John 4:9-10

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!



7

HYMN

He Will Hold Me Fast
Keith Getty · Kristyn Getty

When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, 
He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold 
through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; 
He must hold me fast.

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast;
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.

Those He saves are His delight, 
Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in his holy sight, 
He will hold me fast.
He’ll not let my soul be lost; 
His promises shall last;
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
He will hold me fast. Chorus

For my life He bled and died, 
Christ will hold me fast;
Justice has been satisfied; 
He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, 
He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, 
When He comes at last! Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 

You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

For The One
Brian Johnson · Jenn Johnson

Let me be filled
With kindness and compassion for the one,
The One for whom You loved and gave Your Son.
For humanity, increase my love.

Help me to love with open arms like You do.
A love that erases all the lines and sees the truth.
Oh, that when they look in my eyes they would see You.
Even in just a smile, they would feel the Father’s love.

Oh how You love us,
From the homeless, to the famous, and in between.
You formed us; you made us carefully,
‘Cause in the end, we’re all Your children. Chorus

Let all my life tell of who You are
And the wonder of Your never-ending love.
Let all my life tell of who You are.
You’re wonderful and such a good Father. Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13
The passage can be found on pages 986-987 of the pew Bible.

17But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short 
time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly 
and with great desire to see you face to face, 18because we wanted 
to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered 
us. 19For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our 
Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? 20For you are our glory 
and joy.

3 1Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing 
to be left behind at Athens alone, 2and we sent Timothy, our 
brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
and exhort you in your faith, 3that no one be moved by these 
afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. 
4For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that 
we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as 
you know. 5For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent 
to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had 
tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

6But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has 
brought us the good news of your faith and love and reported 
that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we 
long to see you— 7for this reason, brothers, in all our distress 
and affliction we have been comforted about you through your 
faith. 8For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord. 9For 
what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 
that we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most 
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and 
supply what is lacking in your faith?
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11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, 
direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so 
that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints.

SERMON

Resounding Faith  |  Sacrificial Love
Rev. Andrew Smith
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at 
each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

We Will Feast
Sandra McCracken · Joshua Moore

We will feast in the house of Zion!
We will sing with our hearts restored!
He has done great things, we will say together. 
We will feast and weep no more! 

We will not be burned by the fire; 
He is the Lord our God. 
We are not consumed, by the flood;
Upheld, protected, gathered up. Chorus 

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid.
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh, God of Jacob, be my strength. Chorus 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed,
You are the Faithful one.
And from the garden to the grave, 
Bind us together, bring shalom. Chorus

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Have you experienced a major life event such as a birth, 
marriage, or baptism that you would like to share with the 
Central community? Fill out our online form at centralchurchnyc.
org/announcements. All submissions are reviewed by 
Central staff before being published in the Sunday bulletin. 
Announcements are shared on the first Sunday of each month.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


