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PREPARATION

February 9, 2025
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Believing in the second coming itself is anything but
arrogant. The whole point of it is to insist, over against not
only the wider pagan world, but against all self-delusion or
pretension within the church, that Jesus remains sovereign
and will return at last to put everything right. This putting
right (the biblical word for it is “justice”) is the sort of sigh-of-
relief event that the whole world, at its best and at many other
times too, longs for most deeply”

—N.T. WRIGHT

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Heavenly Father, keep your household the Church continually
in your true religion; that those who lean only on the hope of
your heavenly grace may always be defended by your mighty
power; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
PSALM: Psalm 138

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
GOSPEL: Luke 5:1-11



ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Ben Sellick

Be Still My Soul

Katharina A. von Schlegel - Jean Sibelius

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side.

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.

Leave to your God to order and provide;

In every change, He faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: your God will undertake

To guide the future, as He has the past.

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
And all is darkened in the vale of tears,

Then shall you better know His love, His heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrow and your fears.
Be still, my soul: your Jesus can repay

From His own fullness all He takes away.
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Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
When we shall be forever with the Lord.

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 103
LEADER Bless the LorD, O my soul,
PEOPLE And all that is within me,
Bless his holy name!

LEADER

Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
PEOPLE

And forget not all his benefits,
LEADER Who forgives all your iniquity,
PEOPLE Who heals all your diseases,
LEADER Who redeems your life from the pit,
PEOPLE Who crowns you with steadfast love and

mercy,
LEADER Who satisfies you with good

PEOPLE So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
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HYMN
10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)

Matt Redman

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul,
Worship His Holy Name.

Sing like never before, O my soul,

I'll worship Your Holy Name.

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,

It’s time to sing Your song again.

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me,

Let me be singing when the evening comes.  Chorus

You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger,

Your Name is great, and Your heart is kind.

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus

And on that day when my strength is failing

The end is near, and my time has come

Still my soul will sing your praise unending:

Ten thousand years and then forevermore! Chorus



PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Most merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ was tempted in
every way, yet without sin, we confess before you that we have
sinned; we have hungered after that which does not satisty;
we have compromised with evil; we have doubted your power
to protect us. Forgive our lack of faith; have mercy on our
weakness. Restore in us such love and trust that we may walk
in your ways and delight in doing your will. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION



WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Hebrews 4:15-16

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

LEADER Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

ALL Thanks be to God!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

LEADER The peace of the Lord be with you always.

ALL And also with you.



HYMN

Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul

Anne Steel - Kevin Twit

Dear Refuge of my weary soul, on Thee, when sorrows rise,
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, my fainting hope relies.
To Thee I tell each rising grief, for Thou alone canst heal.
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, for ev’ry pain I feel.

But, oh! When gloomy doubts prevail, I fear to call Thee mine.

The springs of comfort seem to fail, and all my hopes decline.

Yet gracious God, where shall I flee? Thou art my only Trust.

And still my soul would cleave to Thee though prostrate in
the dust.

Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, and shall I seek in vain?
And can the ear of Sovereign Grace, be deaf when I complain?
No still the ear of Sovereign Grace, attends the mourner’s prayer.
Oh may I ever find access, to breathe my sorrows there.

Thy mercy seat is open still, here let my soul retreat,
With humble hope attend Thy will, and wait beneath Thy feet.
Thy mercy seat is open still, here let my soul retreat,
With humble hope attend Thy will, and wait beneath Thy feet.



PROFESSION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
Born of the Virgin Mary;,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively,
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE -10:00 A.M. SERVICE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.




SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM -11:30 A.M. SERVICE

Bianca Camargo, Summer Camargo, and Austin Ford
Membership Vows

1 Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in God’s sight
and without hope for your salvation except through his
sovereign mercy?

2 Do you believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God and
Savior of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him
alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel?

3 Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon
the grace of the Holy Spirit, to endeavor to live as becomes a
follower of Christ?

4 Do you promise to serve Christ and His church by
supporting this congregation in its worship of God and its
ministry to others to the best of your ability?

5 Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the
church, to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this
congregation, and to seek those things that make for unity,
purity and peace?

Congregational Vow

Will you, the members of this congregation and witnesses of
these vows, acting on behalf of yourself and as
representatives of the whole body of Christ, do everything
within your power to encourage Bianca, Summer, and
Austin to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ?
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given

to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal.
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.

OFFERTORY

Locus Iste

Anton Bruckner (1824-1896)

Locus iste a Deo factus est,
inaestimabile sacramentum,
irreprehensibilis est.

Translation:

This place was made by God,
a priceless sacrament;
it is without reproach.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.



SCRIPTURE READING
Ecclesiastes 3:1-17, 4:1-3

The passage can be found on pages 554-555 of the pew Bible.

'For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven:

2a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

3a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

“a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

sa time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
Sa time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

%a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.

*What gain has the worker from his toil? I have seen the
business that God has given to the children of man to be busy
with. "He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has
put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what
God has done from the beginning to the end. *I perceived that
there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good
as long as they live; also that everyone should eat and drink and
take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.

4] perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing
can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it,
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so that people fear before him. “That which is, already has been;
that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has
been driven away.

'*Moreover, | saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even
there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even
there was wickedness. VI said in my heart, God will judge the
righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter
and for every work.

4 'Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun.
And behold, the tears of the oppressed, and they had no one to
comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there was power,
and there was no one to comfort them. 2And I thought the
dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who
are still alive. *But better than both is he who has not yet been
and has not seen the evil deeds that are done under the sun.

SERMON

Ecclesiastes: The Enigma of Life Under the Sun |
The Question of Justice
Rev. Jason Harris



THE THANKSGIVING

LEADER Lift up your hearts.

PEOPLE We lift them up to the Lord.

LEADER Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

PEOPLE It is right to give him thanks and
praise.

LEADER It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that

we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father,
Almighty and Everlasting God.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy.
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table,
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent,
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment

Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart,
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love,
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread.
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at
each station.



COMMUNION HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

Elisha A. Hoffman - Anthony J. Showalter - Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way;,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;

O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Chorus

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms?

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Chorus



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever,
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God's gracious invitation, and we
conclude with God's blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate
our eagerness to receive God's blessing.

DISMISSAL

LEADER Let us go forth to serve the world as those who
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

ALL Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have.
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive
prayer. o
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