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PREPARATION

March 9, 2025 
First Sunday of Lent

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“The emotion which we should naturally expect to find most 
frequently attributed to that Jesus whose whole life was a 
mission of mercy, and whose ministry was so marked by 
deeds of beneficence that it was summed up in the memory 
of his followers as a going through the land ‘doing good’ (Acts 
9.38), is no doubt ‘compassion.’ In point of fact, this is the 
emotion which is most frequently attributed to him.” 

—B. B. Warfield 

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus Christ, for our sake you fasted forty days and forty 
nights: Give us grace to use such abstinence that, our flesh 
being subdued by the spirit, we may always obey your will in 
righteousness and true holiness, to your honor and glory; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forevermore. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
psalm: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
second reading: Romans 10:8b-13
gospel: Luke 4:1-13
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Ben Sellick

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
Isaac Watts · Traditional Irish Tune

Alas! and did my savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For sinners such as I?
Was it for crimes that I have done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his glories in
When Christ, the mighty Maker,
Died for man, the creature’s sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face while
His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt my eyes in tears.
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But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe:
Here, Lord, I give myself away,
‘Tis all that I can do.
Alas! and did my Savior bleed
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For sinners such as I?
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Proverbs 103

leader

people

leader
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leader

people
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people

leader

people

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always chide,

Nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

Nor repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,

So great is his steadfast love toward those who 
fear him;

As far as the east is from the west,

So far does he remove our transgressions from 
us.

As a father shows compassion to his children,

So the Lord shows compassion to those who 
fear him.
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HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
Elizabeth C. Clephane · Chris Miner

Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand.
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.
 
Upon the cross of Jesus, mine eyes at times can see
The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me.
And from my stricken heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:
The wonders of His glorious love and my unworthiness.
 
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face.
Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss;
My sinful self, my only shame; my glory, all the cross.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed; we have not 
loved you with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength; we 
have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. Deepen within 
us our sorrow for the wrong we have done, and the good 
we have left undone. Lord, you are full of compassion and 
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy; there is always 
forgiveness with you! Restore to us the joy of your salvation; 
bind up that which is broken, give light to our minds, strength 
to our wills, and rest to our souls. Speak to each of us, and let 
your word abide with us until it has wrought in us your holy 
will. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION



7

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Isaiah 55:7

Return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on you, and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, He is Lord,
Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil.  Chorus

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found!
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne!  Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC - 10:00 A.M. SERVICE

Counting My Blessings

Central Children’s and Youth Choirs

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

How He Loves
David Crowder · John Mark Mcmillan

He is jealous for me.
Love’s like a hurricane, I am a tree,
Bending beneath the weight of His wind and mercy.
When all of a sudden
I am unaware of these afflictions eclipsed by glory.
And I realize just how beautiful You are,
And how great Your affections are for me.

And oh, how He loves us, oh.
Oh, how He loves us.
How He loves us all.

He loves us.
Oh, how He loves us.
Oh, how He loves us.
Oh, how He loves.

And we are His portion and He is our prize,
Drawn to redemption by the grace in His eyes.
If His grace is an ocean, we’re all sinking.
And heaven meets earth like an unforeseen kiss,
And my heart turns violently inside of my chest.
I don’t have time to maintain these regrets
When I think about the way that...   Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 9:35-38
The passage can be found on page 814 of the pew Bible.

35And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every affliction. 36When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; 38therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.”

SERMON

The Emotional Life of Jesus | Compassion
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at 
each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

How Great Is Our God
Chris Tomlin · Jesse Reeves · Ed Cash

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty,
Let all the earth rejoice—all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice.

How great is our God, sing with me,
How great is our God, and all will see.
How great—how great is our God.

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands,
Beginning and the End—Beginning and the End.
The Godhead, Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son,
The Lion and the Lamb—the Lion and the Lamb.  Chorus

Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God.
Name above all names, worthy of all praise,
My heart will sing, how great is our God.  Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


