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PREPARATION

April 27, 2025 
Second Sunday of Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“Romans 8 is the chapter of assurance. From the dramatic 
opening (‘there is therefore now no condemnation for those 
in Messiah Jesus’) to the triumphant conclusion (‘nothing in 
all creation can separate us from God’s love in the Messiah 
Jesus’) the chapter is designed to say to anxious Christians, 
and especially to Christians suffering and/or being persecuted, 
that their ultimate future salvation (rescue from death itself in 
the new creation) is rock-solid secure.” 

—N. T. Wright 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both 
a sacrifice for sin and also an example of a godly life: Give us 
grace that we may always thankfully receive the inestimable 
benefit of his sacrifice, and also daily endeavor to follow in the 
blessed steps of his most holy life; who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forevermore. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 5:27-32
psalm: Psalm 118:14-29
second reading: Revelation 1:4-8
gospel: John 20:19-31
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Caroline Cassio

Thine Be The Glory
G.F. Handel · Edmond Budry · Tr. Richard Hoyle

Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son;
Endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.

Thine be the glory, risen conqu’ring Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, Thou o’er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.  Chorus

No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of Life;
Life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conqu’rors, through Thy deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.  Chorus
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 65

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.

The former things will not be remembered, 
nor will they come to mind.

But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will 
create,

For I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and 
its people a joy.

I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in 
my people;

The sound of weeping and of crying will be 
heard in it no more.
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HYMN

And Can It Be
Charles Wesley · Thomas Campbell

And can it be that I should gain
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain,
For me, who Him to death, pursued.
Amazing love! how can it be,
That Thou, my God, should die for me?

Amazing love! how can it be,
That Thou, my God, should die for me!

He left His Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race;
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me.  Chorus

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night.
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light.
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.  Chorus

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine.
Bold, I approach th’ eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.  Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all.  
We confess that we have not bowed before him and are slow 
to acknowledge his rule.  We give allegiance to the powers of 
this world and fail to be governed by justice and love.  In your 
mercy, forgive us.  Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that 
we may be loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Colossians 2:13-15

When you were dead in your trespasses, God made you alive 
together with him, when he forgave all our trespasses, by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands.  He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.  He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 
shame, by triumphing over them in him.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Elisha A. Hoffman · Anthony J. Showalter · Arr. Nolan Williams, Jr.

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Chorus
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - 11:30 A.M. SERVICE

Rockefeller Jerome Tissera
Son of Jason and Jessica Tissera

Baptismal Vows

1	 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2	 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Rockefeller’s 
salvation, as you do for your own?

3	 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for him, that you will teach him the truths of 
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means 
of God’s appointment, to bring Rockefeller up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

	 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 	
	 assisting Jason and Jessica in the Christian nurture of their 	
	 child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Right Reverend N. T. Wright

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

Total Praise
Richard Smallwood

Lord, I will lift my eyes to the hills, 
Knowing my help is coming from you. 
Your peace you give me in time of the storm. 

You are the source of my strength. 
You are the strength of my life.
I lift my hands in total praise to you.

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.  Chorus

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Romans 8:1-11
The passage can be found on page 944 of the pew Bible.

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; 
indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you.

SERMON

Practicing the Resurrection | No Condemnation!
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available at 
each station.
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COMMUNION HYMN

O Praise the Name
Dean Usher · Marty Sampson · Benjamin Hastings

I cast my mind to Calvary,
Where Jesus bled and died for me.
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet.
My Savior on that cursed tree.

His body bound and drenched in tears,
They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb.
The entrance sealed by heavy stone,
Messiah still and all alone.

O praise the Name of the Lord our God!
O praise His Name forever more!
For endless days we will sing Your praise,
O Lord, O Lord our God!

Then on the third at break of dawn,
The Son of Heaven rose again.
O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King!  Chorus

He shall return in robes of white,
The blazing sun shall pierce the night.
And I will rise among the saints,
My gaze transfixed on Jesus’ face.  Chorus



17

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


