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PREPARATION

October 19, 2025 
Ninteenth Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“God wants to dwell with people, and since he is the Creator, 
he has set things in motion so that things can be put right as 
far as possible in advance of his final coming when he will 
complete the job.” 

—N.T. Wright

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Lord, give your people grace to withstand the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and 
minds to follow you the only God; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
psalm: Psalm 66:1-12
second reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
gospel: Luke 17:11-19
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Doori Na

Praise My Soul the King of Heaven
Henry Francis Lyte · John Goss

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing.
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King.
 
Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress.
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glorious in His faithfulness.
 
Fatherlike, He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows.
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Widely yet His mercy flows. 
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Angels, help us to adore Him;
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 36

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the 
heavens,

Your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the mountains of 
God;

Your judgments are like the great deep.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

The children of mankind take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,

And you give them drink from the river of 
your delights.

For with you is the fountain of life;

In your light do we see light.
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HYMN

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson · Traditional American Music

Come Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy unchanging love.
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I’ve come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
 
O, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

Rock of Ages
Augustus Toplady · Arr. James Ward

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
 
Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone.
 
Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace:
Foul, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Savior, or I die.
 
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - 10 A.M. SERVICE

Theodore Winfield Bellingham
Son of Peter and Victoria Bellingham

Baptismal Vows

1	 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2	 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Theodore’s 
salvation, as you do for your own?

3	 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for him, that you will teach him the truths of 
the Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means 
of God’s appointment, to bring Theodore up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

	 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting Peter and Victoria in the Christian nurture of their 
child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

INTRODUCTION OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Chuck Merritt

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

Common Ground
Matt Maher · Dee Wilson

Child of God, be at peace. 
Open hands, let go of everything. 
Christ in us, all around. 
Calvary, a hill with level ground. 
I hear a voice calling now. 

Tear down the walls between us. 
Make way for love to heal us. 
Show us the way of Jesus, 
Where He is found in common ground. 

Church of God, now’s the time. 
There’s a mountain that we have to climb.  
Broken hearts all around, 
Suffering, this is our common ground. 
My brothers’ blood is crying out.  Chorus 

Where do we stand if not together? 
Nowhere. 
Reach out your hand, 
In there and out there, 
’Cause there are no strangers to God. 
There are no outcasts with us. 
There are no orphans to the Father of love.  Chorus

Turning from our own way to your way, 
The best way.  Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

2 Corinthians 5:11-21
The passage can be found on page 966 of the pew Bible.

11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. 
But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known 
also to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves 
to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast about outward 
appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13For if we are 
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is 
for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 
15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
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reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

SERMON

Power in Weakness | Ambassadors
Rev. Jason Harris - 10 and 11:30 a.m. services
Rev. Twaambo Moyo - 5 p.m. service
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available near 
each station. Your communion server can point you to them if 
desired.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Divine Exchange
Charity Gayle

On the cross hung my pain
And the guilt and the shame.
Jesus bore my suffering
To the grave to make me free.

Oh the blood that was shed,
It now flows to cover sin.
It washes clean and purifies
In its healing crimson tide.

Jesus, He took my place in divine exchange;
Hallelujah! Grace is mine.
Now I will live by faith for the One who saves.
He gave all to give me life.

His Spirit is my present help;
I’d be lost all by myself.
He resurrects; He sanctifies.
He takes His power and makes it mine.  Chorus

I lay down all lesser things for greater gain;
He is alive inside of me.  Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

REQUEST FOR CARE

If you have a financial or practical care need for which you'd 
like to request assistance from Central, our deacons are readily 
avaialble to discuss that with you. Please email 
care@centralchurchnyc.org and detail your situation so one of 
our deacons can contact you directly.

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Year-to-Date Giving: $2,630,000 

2025 Projected Expenses: $4,360,000 

2025 Remaining Need: $1,730,000


