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PREPARATION

November 2, 2025 
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“God has not been trying an experiment on my faith or love 
in order to find out their quality. He knew it already. It was 
I who didn’t. In this trial He makes us occupy the dock, the 
witness-box, and the bench all at once. He always knew that 
my temple was a house of cards. His only way of making me 
realise the fact was to knock it down.” 

—C.S. Lewis

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep 
us from everything that may hurt us, that we may be ready in 
body and soul with free hearts to accomplish whatever you 
want us to do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
psalm: Psalm 119:137-144
second reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
gospel: Luke 19:1-10
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Caroline Cassio

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Martin Luther

A Mighty Fortress is our God, a Bulwark never failing;
Our Helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow'r are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.
 
Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask Who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
 
And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him.
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 That word above all earthly pow’rs,
No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours,
Through Him Who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 24

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,

The world and those who dwell therein,

For he has founded it upon the seas

And established it upon the rivers.

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?

And who shall stand in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

Who does not lift up his soul to what is false.

He will receive blessing from the Lord

And righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.
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HYMN

For All The Saints
William W. How · Ralph Vaughan Williams

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace, in Jesus Christ, you have imputed my sin to 
my substitute and clothed me in a robe of righteousness, 
but in my daily life I still walk in rags. Forgive me for my 
indifference to your Word, my selfishness in prayer, my 
coldness of heart in worship, and my callousness towards 
others. Even my confession is stained with sin. I need to 
repent of my repentance. I need my tears to be washed. I have 
no robe to bring to cover my sins, no loom to weave my own 
righteousness. I am always going into the far country, and 
always returning home as a prodigal, always saying ‘Father, 
forgive me,’ and you are always bringing forth the best robe. By 
your grace, you always justify the ungodly. Grant that I never 
lose sight of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the exceeding 
righteousness of salvation, the exceeding glory of Christ, the 
exceeding beauty of holiness, and the exceeding wonder of 
grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 8:16-17

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
    and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
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HYMN

Come Unto Jesus
Jordan Kauflin · Keith Getty · Kristyn Getty · Laura Story

Come unto Jesus, all you who are weary.
Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel.
Here bring your wounded heart, broken and needy.
Come unto Jesus, mighty to heal.

Joy of the comfortless, light for the straying,
Hope of the penitent, peace in our strife.
Here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying,
“My yoke is easy, My burden is light.”

Come unto Jesus, come unto Jesus.
Lay down your burdens, He is enough.
Come unto Jesus, rest in His love.

Come, taste the Bread of Life broken for sinners.
Drink from the cup of His promise made sure.
Feast at His table as sons and as daughters.
Grace overflowing is yours evermore.  Chorus

Come now and follow Him, this life forsaking.
All that was gained count as nothing but loss.
Trade all this world for His kingdom unfading.
Come unto Jesus, and take up your cross.
Come unto Jesus, and take up your cross.
Life everlasting He offers to us.  Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
	 He came down from heaven: 
	 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
	 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
		  made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
	 He suffered death and was buried. 
	 On the third day He rose again 
		  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
	 He ascended into heaven 
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
		  dead, 
	 And His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen..
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY

Holy Water
We the Kingdom

God, I’m on my knees again.
God, I’m begging please again.
I need you.
Oh, I need you.
Walking down these desert roads,
Water for my thirsty soul,
I need you.
Oh, I need you.

Your forgiveness
Is like sweet, sweet honey on my lips,
Like the sound of a symphony to my ears,
Like Holy water on my skin.

Dead man walking, slave to sin,
I wanna know about being born again.
I need you.
Oh, God, I need you.
So take me to the riverside,
Take me under, baptize.
I need you.
Oh, God I need you.  Chorus

I don’t wanna abuse your grace.
God, I need it every day.
It’s the only thing that ever really 
Makes me wanna change.  Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

2 Corinthians 7:2-10
The passage can be found on page 967 of the pew Bible.

2Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, 
we have corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of no one. 
3I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you are 
in our hearts, to die together and to live together. 4I am acting 
with great boldness toward you; I have great pride in you; I am 
filled with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing with 
joy.

5For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no 
rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and 
fear within. 6But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted 
us by the coming of Titus, 7and not only by his coming but 
also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he 
told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so 
that I rejoiced still more. 8For even if I made you grieve with 
my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see 
that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. 9As it is, 
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I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you 
suffered no loss through us.

10For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation 
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.

SERMON

Power in Weakness | Godly Grief
Rev. Jason Harris
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



16

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available near 
each station. Your communion server can point you to them if 
desired.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Who You Say I Am
Brooke Ligertwood · Michael Guy Chislett

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me?
I was lost but He brought me in; oh, His love for me!
Oh, His love for me!

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed!
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!

Free at last, He has ransomed me; His grace runs deep.
While I was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me.
Yes, He died for me.

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed!
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!
In my Father’s house is a place for me;
I’m a child of God! Yes, I am!

I am chosen, not forsaken; I am who You say I am!
You are for me, not against me; I am who You say I am!
I am who You say I am!  Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

REQUEST FOR CARE

If you have a financial or practical care need for which you'd 
like to request assistance from Central, our deacons are readily 
avaialble to discuss that with you. Please email 
care@centralchurchnyc.org and detail your situation so one of 
our deacons can contact you directly.

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

2025 Projected Expenses: $4,360,000 

Year-to-Date Giving: $3,000,000 

2025 Remaining Need: $1,360,000


