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PREPARATION

May 3, 2026 
Fifth Sunday of Easter

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“What a comprehensive picture of Christian love Paul gives 
us! Love is sincere, discerning, affectionate and respectful. It is 
both enthusiastic and patient, both generous and hospitable, 
both benevolent and sympathetic. It is marked by both 
harmony and humility. Christian churches would be happier 
communities if we all loved one another like that.” 

—John Stott 

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you alone can order the unruly wills and 
passions of sinful men: Grant to your people that they may 
love what you command and desire what you promise, that so, 
among the many and varied changes of the world, our heart 
may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Acts 7:55-60
psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
second reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
gospel: John 14:1-14
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Caroline Cassio

O Worship the King
Robert Grant · William Gardiner

O worship the King, all glorious above,
And gratefully sing his wonderful love.
Our shield and defender, the ancient of days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.
 
O tell of his might, and sing of his grace,
Whose robe is the light and canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm.
 
Love lifted me, love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, love lifted me.
Love lifted me, love lifted me.
When nothing else could help, love lifted me.
 
O measureless might, ineffable love,
While angels delight to worship above.
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend.  Chorus
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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 36

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the 
heavens,

Your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;

Your judgments are like the great deep;

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

The children of mankind take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,

And you give them drink from the river of 
your delights.

For with you is the fountain of life;

In your light do we see light.
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HYMN

All Creatures of Our God and King
St. Francis of Assisi · David Crowder · Arr. Dan Galbraith

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice, and with us sing;
O praise him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam.
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O praise him! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God, and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship him in humbleness;
O praise him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, three in One!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive 
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION



6

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Ephesians 2:4-5

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, he is Lord,
Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide his face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil.  Chorus

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found!
Dressed in his righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne!  Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
The only Son of God, 
Eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from true God, 
Begotten, not made, 
Of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
	 He came down from heaven: 
	 By the power of the Holy Spirit 
	 He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  
		  made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
	 He suffered death and was buried. 
	 On the third day he rose again 
		  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
	 He ascended into heaven 
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
		  dead, 
	 And his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.
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OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.

OFFERTORY

Bind Us Together
Isaac Wardell · Kate Bluett · Paul Zach · Nick Chambers · Leslie Jordan · arr. Ben Sellick

Bind us together within your love.
Bind us together within your holy love.
As we share in our sorrows we will share in your joy.
Bind us together in love.

Bind us together and be our peace.
Bind us together and be our perfect peace.
Though the tempest may rage, we will rest in your joy.
Bind us together in peace.

Bind us together and give us hope.
Bind us together and give us endless hope.
Though our tears were our bread, we will feast in your joy.
Bind us together in hope.
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Bind us together and make us one.
Bind us together and make us truly one.
In your love, in your peace, in your hope, in your joy,
Bind us together as one.

In your love, be our peace,
Give us hope, make us truly one.
In your love, be our peace,
Give us hope, make us truly one.

Bind us together within your love.
Bind us together and be our perfect peace.
In your love, in your peace, in your hope, in your joy,
Bind us together as one.

THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING

Romans 12:9-13
The passage can be found on page 948 of the pew Bible.

9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what 
is good. 10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 
one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 
the saints and seek to show hospitality.

SERMON

God’s Vision for a New Humanity | A Changed 
Relationship to One Another
Rev. Jason Harris 
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people

leader
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available near 
each station. Your communion server can point you to them if 
desired.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Goodness of God
CeCe Winans · Ben Fielding · Brian Johnson · Edward Martin Cash · Jason Ingram · Jenn Johnson

I love you, Lord,
For your mercy never fails me.
All my days, I’ve been held in your hands.
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head,
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

’Cause all my life you have been faithful,
And all my life you have been so, so good.
With every breath that I am able,
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

I love your voice.
You have led me through the fire.
In darkest night, you are close like no other.
I’ve known you as a father.
I’ve known you as a friend.
And I have lived in the goodness of God.  Chorus

Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.
With my life laid down, I surrender now.
I give you everything.
Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.  Chorus
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

We welcome anyone who would like to serve in one or more of 
our volunteer roles, including Sunday Service Teams, Hospitality 
Team, Children’s Ministry, and Youth Ministry. Learn more about 
volunteer opportunities at centralchurchnyc.org/callforvolunteers.

REQUEST FOR CARE

If you have a financial or practical care need for which you'd 
like to request assistance from Central, our deacons are readily 
available to discuss that with you. Please email 
care@centralchurchnyc.org and detail your situation so one of
our deacons can contact you directly.

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

2026 Projected Expenses: $4,740,000 

Year-to-Date Giving: $1,636,000 

2026 Remaining Need: $3,104,000


