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PREPARATION

June 21, 2026 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

WORDS FOR REFLECTION

“If we are trying to picture a weaker brother or sister, we 
must not envisage a vulnerable Christian easily overcome by 
temptation, but a sensitive Christian full of indecision and 
scruples. What the weak lack is not strength of self-control but 
liberty of conscience.” 

—John Stott

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Graciously hear us, Lord God; and grant that we, to whom 
you have given an earnest desire to pray, may by your 
mighty aid be defended and strengthened in all dangers and 
adversities; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS

first reading: Genesis 21:8-21 
psalm: Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
second reading: Romans 6:1b-11
gospel: Matthew 10:24-39
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

Instrumental Prelude

Ben Sellick

Fairest Lord Jesus
Anonymous (German)

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,
O thou of God and Man, the Son,
Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.
 
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
Who makes the woeful heart to sing.
 
Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
And all the twinkling starry host;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels Heav’n can boast.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine!
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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Isaiah 45

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

leader

people

“Turn to me and be saved,
    all the ends of the earth!

For I am God, and there is no other.

By myself I have sworn;
    from my mouth has gone out in righteousness

A word that shall not return:

‘To me every knee shall bow,

Every tongue shall swear allegiance.’

Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me,

Are righteousness and strength.”
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HYMN

And Can It Be
Charles Wesley · Thomas Campbell

And can it be that I should gain
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain,
For me, who him to death, pursued.
Amazing love! how can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?

Amazing love! how can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me!

He left his Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite his grace;
Emptied himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race;
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me.  Chorus

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night.
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light.
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  Chorus

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine.
Bold, I approach th’ eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.  Chorus
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty and most merciful Father, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive 
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Job 19:25-27

I know that my redeemer lives,
    and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed,
    yet in my flesh I will see God;
I myself will see him
    with my own eyes—I, and not another.

leader

all

PASSING OF THE PEACE

leader

all

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Hear and receive the good news of the gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Cornerstone
Edward Mote · Eric Liljero · Jonas Myrin · Reuben Morgan

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

Christ alone, Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, he is Lord,
Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide his face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace.
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.
My anchor holds within the veil.  Chorus

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found!
Dressed in his righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne!  Chorus
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - 10 A.M. SERVICE

Charlotte Marie McGinnis
Daughter of Kyle Blaine McGinnis and Rebecca Lawrence McGinnis

Baptismal Vows

1	 Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2	 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for Charlotte’s 
salvation, as you do for your own?

3	 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and 
promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will 
endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for her, that you will teach her the truths of the 
Christian faith, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring Charlotte up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vow

	 Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting Kyle and Rebecca in the Christian nurture of their 
child?
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PRAYER WITH CHILDREN

All preschool and elementary age children are invited to the front 
of the church and will be dismissed to Children’s Church with 
their teachers where they will read, sing, learn, and play in an 
environment suited to their language and style. Alternatively, 
children are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary to 
worship alongside the adults for the duration of the service.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - 11:30 A.M. AND		
						        5 P.M. SERVICES

We regularly pray for needs in our congregation, our 
neighborhood and city, and the world. Please submit prayer 
requests to centralchurchnyc.org/prayerrequest.

OFFERING

If you are our guest today, please feel no obligation to give. For 
members and regular attenders of Central, give generously as you 
are able. We give because all we have has been graciously given 
to us by God. Our offerings express our joyful dependence upon 
God and our commitment to join God in his work of renewal. 
You can give online by texting centralchurchnyc to 833-737-6262 
or visiting centralchurchnyc.org/give.
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OFFERTORY - AM SERVICES

Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace
Anonymous, often attributed to St Francis of Assisi · Arr. John Rutter

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
And where there is sadness, joy.

And all for thy mercy’s sake,
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console,
To bе understood, as to understand,
To be lovеd, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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OFFERTORY - PM SERVICE

If We’re Honest
Francesca Battistelli

Truth is harder than a lie.
The dark seems safer than the light.
And everyone has a heart that loves to hide.
I’m a mess and so are you.
We’ve built walls nobody can get through.
Yeah, it may be hard, but the best thing we could ever do,
Ever do.

Bring your brokenness, and I’ll bring mine
’Cause love can heal what hurt divides.
And mercy’s waiting on the other side,
If we’re honest, if we’re honest.

Don’t pretend to be something that you’re not,
Living life afraid of getting caught.
There is freedom found when we lay our secrets down
At the cross, at the cross.  Chorus

It would change our lives.
It would set us free.
It’s what we need to be.  Chorus
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THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth LM

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

Romans 14:1-12
The passage can be found on pages 948-949 of the pew Bible.

1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not 
to quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not 
the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God 
has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the 
servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands 
or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 
stand.

5One person esteems one day as better than another, while 
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in 
honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one 
who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks 
to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. 8For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 
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to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 
the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why 
do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; 11for it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
    and every tongue shall confess to God.”

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

SERMON

God’s Vision for a New Humanity  |  A Changed 
Relationship to the Weak
Rev. Jason Harris
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leader

people

leader

people

leader

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and 
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and joy, that 
we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlasting God.

THE THANKSGIVING

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this, your Table, O Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but solely in your great mercy. 
We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table, 
but you are the same Lord who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore gracious Lord, that we who now 
receive these gifts of bread and wine, according to our Savior’s 
Word, may share in the body and blood of your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may dwell in him forever and he in us. 
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus Christ, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the 
life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following 
you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge that you are so holy and I am 
so sinful that you had to die for me. Yet you are so merciful 
and I am so loved that you were willing to die for me. I confess 
that I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by 
what I have done and by what I have failed to do. I thank you 
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 
offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, I know that if I do not love you with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength, I 
shall love something else with all my heart and mind and soul 
and strength. Grant that by loving you first I may be liberated 
from all lesser loves and loyalties and have you as my first love, 
my chief good, and my final joy. Amen.

Communion is served with wine and gluten-free bread. 
Individually wrapped wafers and grape juice are available near 
each station. Your communion server can point you to them if 
desired.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Way Maker
Osinachi Okoro

You are here, moving in our midst.
I worship you.
I worship you.
You are here, working in this place.
I worship you.
I worship you.

You are
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper,
Light in the darkness.
My God, that is who you are. 
You are
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper,
Light in the darkness.
My God, that is who you are.

You are here, touching every heart.
I worship you.
I worship you.
You are here, healing every heart.
I worship you.
I worship you.
You are here, turning lives around.
I worship you.
I worship you.
You are here, mending every heart.
I worship you.
I worship you.  Chorus
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Even when I don’t see it, you’re working.
Even when I don’t feel it, you’re working.
You never stop, you never stop working.
You never stop, you never stop working.  Chorus

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, 
Amen.



19

BENEDICTION

We begin our worship with God’s gracious invitation, and we 
conclude with God’s blessing, his good Word. It is appropriate 
to look up and open our palms as we receive the Benediction to 
symbolize how Jesus Christ lifts our heads and to demonstrate 
our eagerness to receive God’s blessing.

DISMISSAL

leader

all

POSTLUDE

Members of our prayer team will be available immediately 
following the service at the front of the sanctuary to pray 
confidentially for you about any need or concern you might have. 
We encourage you to avail yourself of this opportunity to receive 
prayer. •

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

We welcome anyone who would like to serve in one or more of 
our volunteer roles, including Sunday Service Teams, Hospitality 
Team, Children’s Ministry, and Youth Ministry. Learn more about 
volunteer opportunities at centralchurchnyc.org/callforvolunteers.

REQUEST FOR CARE

If you have a financial or practical care need for which you'd 
like to request assistance from Central, our deacons are readily 
available to discuss that with you. Please email 
care@centralchurchnyc.org and detail your situation so one of
our deacons can contact you directly.

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

2026 Projected Expenses: $4,740,000 

Year-to-Date Giving: $2,152,000 

2026 Remaining Need: $2,588,000


