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To discover and experience Jesus Christ in our midst
To cultivate mutually encouraging relationships
To participate in God’s mission to the world

If you had an extra hour each day, how would you spend it?

OPENING PRAYER
We pray, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that our lives may reflect the first sermon 
of Jesus, our crucified and risen Christ, who brings good news to the poor and lets the 
oppressed go free. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER—Psalm 40:1-3 
1I waited patiently for the Lord; 
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
making my steps secure. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, 
a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 

JESUS & JUSTICE  |  THE JUSTICE BRINGER (2)
January 16, 2022
Luke 4:14-22 
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14And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out 
through all the surrounding country. 15And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by 
all. 

16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he 
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written, 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, “Today this Scrip-
ture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gra-
cious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”
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Summary and Connection
The pursuit and promise of justice, despite being complex in modern day application, 
remains a central aspect of our Christian hope. The quest of justice is part of what it 
means to be human. We are made in God’s image and thus we were made for justice, to be 
recipients of it and pursue it for others. Jesus, in his first sermon in Luke 4, quotes Isaiah 61 
and in so doing picks up the Biblical promise of justice. He says he is the one who will fulfill 
the long awaited promise that God would bring justice to a world and a people who are 
waiting for it. Jesus tells those listening in the synagogue that he, ultimately, is the bringer 
of justice. It is wrapped up in his identity and his mission. It is only in Jesus and through 
Jesus that we find the justice that we long for. 

1. Who Has Jesus Come to Deliver?
Read carefully Luke 4:14-22 again.

• Who are those that Jesus promises to deliver?
• Who do you think that describes in the original audience?
• Who do you think that describes in our present day? 
• Oftentimes when we talk of our needs we focus on either spiritual conditions or   
 material conditions. Why is it important to see that Jesus is talking about both? What  
 are some of the dangers in only seeing Jesus addressing spiritual needs or only   
 seeing Jesus address material needs? 
• How does this shape our understanding of the good news of Jesus? If he comes to  
 address both material and spiritual needs what does that say about him and us? 
• How does this clarify our call to love and serve our neighbors?

2. How Does Jesus Bring Justice?
Read Luke 4:23-24.

• Why was not everyone welcoming Jesus’ message of justice?
• Even John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, as he sat in prison wondered whether Jesus 

  was  the messiah (Matthew 11). Why kind of justice did John the Baptist and Jesus’  
  contemporaries expect to bring? 

• What does this teach us about our ideas of justice? What happens when we reckon  
 with the fact that justice isn’t just for “us” but for “them” as well?

BIBLE STUDY
40 MIN
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3. Why Does It Matter? 
• Luke makes clear that when Jesus quotes Isaiah 61, He doesn’t read the last line of 

  v.2 and the day of vengeance of our God;  Why does Jesus not include that in his   
  sermon? 

• What does it mean that Jesus comes to bear God’s vengeance against evil and 
  injustice rather than bring it? What does that say about Jesus and what does it say  
  about us?  

• How does Jesus accomplish this?

Read this quote by Aleksander Solzhenistyn:
“Gradually it was disclosed to me that the line separating good and evil passes not through 
states, nor between classes, nor between political parties either—but right through every 
human heart—and through all human hearts. This line shifts. Inside us, it oscillates with 
the years. And even within hearts overwhelmed by evil, one small bridgehead of good is 
retained. And even in the best of hearts, there
remains…an unuprooted small corner of evil.”

• How does it help us understand the need for Jesus to bear God’s vengeance? 
• Why do we need God’s anger and wrath? How is it compatible with God’s love for us? 
• How does Jesus’ death on the cross help us make sense of God’s vengeance and his  
 love?

Share your prayer requests, thoughts, hopes and fears for the coming week, and as you do 
consider how this passage might give light to what you are sharing. 

Pray that we would see ourselves called by God.
Include other prayer requests. 

Because God, our creator, loves us, 
the grace of Christ, our redeemer, calls us,
and the presence of the Holy Spirit guides us— 
go out in truth; go out in wisdom; go out in love: to do justice, 
love kindness and walk humbly in the presence of God.
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