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To discover and experience Jesus Christ in our midst
To cultivate mutually encouraging relationships
To participate in God’s mission to the world

Briefly introduce yourself and answer the following: How long have you been attending 
Central, and what are you most looking forward to this year?

OPENING PRAYER
God of radiant light, shine into our lives, and disperse the darkness that dims our vision; 
shine into our world, and cast out the fears that long have chained us; shine into our 
worship, that we may be a people of your hope and promise. Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER—Psalm 50
1O God, save me by your name,  
and vindicate me by your might. 
2O God, hear my prayer; 
give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3For strangers have risen against me; 
ruthless men seek my life; 
they do not set God before themselves. Selah 
4Behold, God is my helper; 
the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
5He will return the evil to my enemies; 
in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
6With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
7For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.

DAVID AND THE GOOD LIFE  |  IDENTITY (1)
September 11, 2022
1 Samuel 16:1-13

PURPOSE

ICE BREAKER 
QUESTION

10 MIN

WORSHIP
10 MIN

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2And Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.” 
4Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5And he said, “Peaceably; 
I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

SCRIPTURE
READING
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Summary and Connection
In this passage we see the Lord send Samuel on a secret mission to anoint the new king of 
Israel. In v.1, the Lord reprimands Samuel for dwelling on the regret of anointing Saul as the 
first king of Israel. Samuel is seen grieving Saul’s unhinged behavior—his arrogance, greed, 
and his rejection of the Lord’s authority structure for Israel’s unique kingship. 

However, in contrast to Samuel, God does not dwell on the past. He focuses on the future—
in choosing and anointing a messianic king David, who unlike Saul submits to the kingship 
of Israel’s Lord. It is vital to note the contrast between Saul and David as the anointed ones. 
In the previous chapters we see the people of Israel demand for a king to govern them, 
and the Lord, in response, commands Samuel to publicly anoint Saul as their king. In their 
foolish demand for an earthly king who resembled the kings of the pagan nations, the 
people of Israel rejected their heavenly king, the Lord their God. 

In sheer contrast, David as the anointed one is unlike Saul in that he is called the man after 
God’s own heart. In other words, David is chosen by God himself to be the messianic king 
of Israel. Furthermore, unlike Saul whose anointing as a king was public and immediate, 
David’s anointing is private and drawn out. 

The main theme of the passage is found in the interaction between Samuel and the Lord. 
We see that in v.6-7. In v.6 Samuel prematurely assumes Eliab, the older son of Jesse, to be 
the anointed one of the Lord. However, Samuel is mistaken in his judgment, and all seven 
sons of Jesse are rejected by God. Samuel’s assumption based on the outward appearance 
emphasizes the limitation of human understanding and judgment. In v.7 we learn an 
important distinction between God’s sight and man’s sight. It is interesting to note that 
man as a rational being is bestowed with agency to discern, evaluate, and judge; yet man is 
limited in his understanding. 

In contrast, God does not see as man sees. While man sees and judges based on outward 
appearances, God looks at the heart. In this passage we see the Lord choose David, a 
young shepherd boy who was so insignificant that his presence was deemed unnecessary 
by his own father.

BIBLE STUDY
40 MIN

6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before 
him.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and 
made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10And 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has 
not chosen these.” 11Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12And he sent and brought 
him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, 
“Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. 
And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.
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1. Looking at the Bible
What does the text say?

• Look with curiosity at this text. What jumps out at you?
 » Notice the theme of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness to His people in         

  anointing David as their king, in spite of their rejection of God as king.
 » Pay attention to the contrast between Samuel’s and God’s way of seeking the  

  man to be anointed as the king.
• Focus on the interaction between Samuel and God in verses 6-7: What does Samuel’s  
 premature assumption about God’s choice indicate about your own evaluation of self  
 and others?

2. Looking at Jesus
Everything in Scripture says something about Jesus. What does this passage teach you to 
believe about him?

This passage gives us several clues that point towards Jesus. First, David’s father Jesse is 
the grandson of Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 4:17-22) and comes from the tribe of Judah (Ruth 
4:12; cf. Genesis 38). In his commentary, Bill Arnold makes an interesting observation 
connecting the anointing of David to Jesus. He writes,

“From this time forward, the name of Jesse, the city of Bethlehem, and the tribe of Judah 
will always be linked to Israel’s Messiah.” 

Furthermore, David’s identity as a man after God’s own heart, and his anointing as a messi-
anic king gives us an important clue that points to the greater David, the Son of God, who 
is called the Messiah—Jesus Christ.

• How does Samuel’s anointing of David as king reveal our deep need for a king to   
 guide us?
• The Jews in Jesus’ day failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah as he did not look   
 or act like the Messiah they had in mind. How does our own expectation of the        
 Messiah impact our relationship with Jesus?
• What is the central theme of this passage, and what does it show us about Jesus as  
 the greater David?

3. Looking at Our Hearts

• What does this passage show us about our evaluation of self, particularly our tendency
   to self-criticism based on factors like talents, performance, and achievements?

• How does acknowledging the fact that God does not see us as we see ourselves and  
 others bring immense comfort to us?
• This passage reveals to us the importance of forming our identity based on God’s        
 evaluation, and not man’s evaluation. How does this reality empower us to serve God  
 faithfully and effectively?
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4. Looking at Our World

• How does God deal with Samuel when he prematurely assumes Eliab to be the   
 anointed  one? What does it reveal about God’s heart in His dealings with us?
• How does God’s anointing of David as the king in spite of Israel’s rejection of God as  
 their king give us hope?
• How does this passage compel us to hope in God, and serve Him in the mission of the  
 church?

Share your prayer requests, thoughts, hopes and fears for the coming week, and as you do 
consider how this passage might give light to what you are sharing. 

Pray that we would see ourselves called by God.
Include other prayer requests. 

May God bless you, providing you with a listening ear.
May Christ bless you, giving you the words you need to truly follow in his way.
May the Holy Spirit bless you, instilling in you the boldness to seek God’s grace and mercy.
May the triune God bless you and give you peace. Amen.

SHARING
15 MIN

KINGDOM
PRAYER

15 MIN

SENDING
5 MIN


