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To discover and experience Jesus Christ in our midst
To cultivate mutually encouraging relationships
To participate in God’s mission to the world

What comes to your mind when you think of worship?

OPENING PRAYER
Bless your servants, O God, and favor us with your steadfast love. 
May your love flow through us like springs of living water, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days of our lives. Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER—Psalm 34:1-8
1I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
let the humble hear and be glad. 
3Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 
and let us exalt his name together!
4I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
and delivered me from all my fears. 
5Those who look to him are radiant, 
and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
6This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 
and saved him out of all his troubles. 
7The angel of the LORD encamps 
around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
8Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 

DAVID AND THE GOOD LIFE  |  WORSHIP (6)
October 16, 2022
2 Samuel 6:2-16
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2And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-judah to 
bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts 
who sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 4with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the 
ark.

5And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the LORD, with songs and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 6And when they came to the 
threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for 
the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck 
him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God. 8And David 
was angry because the LORD had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called Pe-
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Summary and Connection
For the past few weeks, we have been looking at the life of David, based on 1 and 2 Samuel 
in order to answer the most ancient and perennial set of questions: What is the good 
life, and where can I find it? David, as we have learned thus far, was neither perfect in his 
character as a man after God’s own heart, nor in his rule as God’s anointed king. David lived 
his whole life in response to God’s presence and power in his life, and for that very reason, 
David’s life helps us answer the question: What is the good life? And where can we find it?

This week’s discussion is based on 2 Samuel 6. As far as the story of David is concerned, a 
lot has happened since the day of his entry into Saul’s court. David’s best friend Jonathan is 
dead, and so is David’s archenemy Saul. In 2 Samuel 5, we read about David’s public anoint-
ing as the king of Israel. As a new king, David wastes no time in making significant geo-po-
litical moves in order to unify the divided northern and southern kingdoms. David begins 
with capturing Jerusalem and transforming it into a political stronghold. David’s actions 
had theological significance as well. By bringing the ark from the house of Abinadab (6:3), 
David transformed Jerusalem into the place where God was pleased to dwell among his 
people, to make himself known. In other words, Jerusalem, with the ark of the Lord in it, 
was the center of the earth, the site of God’s throne, the connecting link between heaven 
and earth.
 
This passage records the momentous event in the life of Israel—bringing the ark of the Lord 
to Jerusalem. However, the journey wasn’t smooth. David, in his enthusiasm, overlooks the 
mode of transport of the ark of the Lord, which symbolizes God’s presence and holiness. 
Instead of carrying the ark on poles, Uzzah and Ahio, who were not the authorized 
personnel to handle the ark, transport it on a cart. In verse 6-7 we read about the death of 
Uzzah upon touching the ark. It is important for us to understand that Uzzah’s death here 
emphasizes the holiness of God, and most importantly, it teaches us that we are called to 
worship God on his own terms and not on our terms.  

David realizes the significance of God’s presence. He learns from his mistakes. In verses 
13-15, we see David transporting the ark as established by God himself. David’s enthusiasm 
in worshiping the Lord is seen in his singing and dancing, and in his leading the procession 
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rez-uzzah to this day. 9And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and he said, “How can 
the ark of the LORD come to me?” 10So David was not willing to take the ark of the LORD 
into the city of David. But David took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And 
the ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and the 
LORD blessed Obed-edom and all his household.

12And it was told King David, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all 
that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of 
God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing. 13And when those 
who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened ani-
mal. 14And David danced before the LORD with all his might. And David was wearing a linen 
ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting 
and with the sound of the horn.

16As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out 
of the window and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, and she despised 
him in her heart.
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from front. In this passage we also see Michal despising David’s worship of the Lord. This 
chapter ends on a somber note. Michal and David’s relationship is hampered after this 
incident, and as promised by God, the line of Saul ends with Michal who remained childless 
to the day of her death (6:23).  

1. Looking at the Bible
What does the text say? Who are the important characters in this passage?

• As mentioned in the summary above, this passage records the momentous event of  
 the bringing of the ark of the Lord into Jerusalem. Why is the ark of the Lord   
 significant in the life of Israel?
• What does the ark of the Lord symbolize?
• In verse 6-7, we learn about the death of Uzzah upon touching the ark of the Lord.   
 What are we to make of this incident? What does this teach about the presence of God,         
 particularly as it pertains to worship?
• In verses 21-22, we see David responding to Michal. What can we learn about true   
 worship from David’s actions, and his response to Michal?

2. Looking at Jesus
At Central we believe that all of Scripture points to Jesus. In other words, Jesus is the 
theological center of the Bible. Every passage not only points to Jesus, but the grand 
narrative of the Bible also finds its fulfillment in the person and work of Jesus.

• In this passage we learn that the ark of the Lord symbolizes the presence and the   
 holiness of God. What can we understand about the presence and the holiness of   
 Jesus—in our hearts and in our worship, both privately and corporately as church?
• How does our union with Christ reconcile us to the holy and righteous God who   
 despises false worship? 
• How does David’s devotion to God in worship point us to Jesus’ devotion to his   
 Father?

3. Looking at Our Hearts
G.K Chesterton makes an insightful observation about worship. He says, “For when we 
cease to worship God, we do not worship nothing, we worship anything.” The Bible 
categorically defines the purpose of human existence—to glorify God in worship and to 
enjoy his presence forever. As the command center of our thoughts and volitions, our 
hearts play a crucial role in worship.

• The death of Uzzah reveals to us the danger of putting God in a box by worshiping  
 him on our terms. In what ways do we subjectivize worship to suit our needs?
• David’s zeal and enthusiasm in worship gives us an insight into his heart. What can we  
 learn about devotion to God from David?
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4. Looking at Our World

• How is this passage hopeful for Christians living in a city filled with idols of            
 materialism, fame, and pleasure luring us into false worship?
• How is church as the place of true worship a refuge for both saints and sinners alike?

Share your prayer requests, thoughts, hopes and fears for the coming week, and as you do 
consider how this passage might give light to what you are sharing. 

Pray that we would see ourselves called by God.
Include other prayer requests. 

Go forth, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling,
not according to our works, but to God’s purpose and grace.

SHARING
15 MIN

KINGDOM
PRAYER

15 MIN
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