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Much of Scripture 
is given to us in 

types and metaphors. 
These images teach be-
cause they are of power-
ful, often violent scenes 

which our cartoonish Sunday school 
images often avoid. The Exodus, Noah’s 
flood, and Jonah’s deliverance all teach 
us of God’s salvation, but they involve 
horrific scenes.

The use of lordship, kingdom, 
and law also once carried very negative 
connotations, for the experience of 
the ancient world with these things 
was almost universally a negative one. 
Law was arbitrary and served the 
interests of the few. Political order was 
to serve the king; individuals mattered 
little. When God by grace rescued the 
Hebrews from Egyptian despotism, one 
of His first provisions for their future 
blessing was the giving of the law. It 
constituted a grace in itself, the gift of 
a law that represented not the arbitrary 
and abusive will of a political-religious 
oligarchy, but the justice system of a 
merciful God. 

Biblical revelation often replaces 
negative connotations with superlative 
ones. God restores by making all things 
new. He offers us a Kingdom, “not of 
this world,” with Himself as King and 
commands us to pray that this Kingdom 
come in its fullness. 

Theocracy
Having this command to recognize 

His Kingdom, we must address the issue 
of the law of the king. A king without 
authority is a figurehead. No kingdom is 

Kingdom Men and Kingdom Law
By Mark R. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

without law. Chalcedon has frequently 
used the term theocracy and theonomy. 
These terms describe more theology 
than political philosophy. Theocracy 
means, literally, “the rule of God.” It 
recognizes that God reigns through 
Jesus Christ, to Whom “all power” was 
given “in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 
28:18). Theonomy, on the other hand, 
means “God’s law,” as authoritative 
in His Kingdom. The alternative to 
theonomy as God’s law is either a denial 
of theocracy and the “rule of God” or 
to propose that Christ’s Kingship is as a 
figurehead or at best a spiritual one. The 
first position renders the image of the 
King misleading, as there were no such 
monarchs in the ancient world; the later 
renders it weak because it means the 
King and His Kingdom are limited in 
jurisdiction. 

Jurisdictional Matters
If we accept that Christ is now 

King (theocracy) and that His law is 
authoritative (theonomy), then we 
will view it as man’s rules of Kingdom 
citizenship. When we travel abroad, 
we assume each nation has laws for 
its jurisdiction which bind citizen and 
foreigner alike. They also bind the law-
abiding citizen as well as the rebel. They 
are, in fact, most obviously needed to 
control “the lawless and disobedient” (1 
Tim. 1:9). There can be only one law 
in a kingdom, and this is particularly 
true in the Kingdom of God because all 
God’s laws are, by virtue of their source, 
moral laws. 

We must also ask ourselves where 
God’s Kingdom is located. The pietistic 

tradition of subjective dispensational 
eschatologies suggests that it is in 
suspense until the return of Christ and 
that the “church age” has no part in 
the Kingdom. A popular trend in some 
circles is to limit the Kingdom of God 
to the church, the secular world actually 
referred to as a separate kingdom. 

Church versus Family?
Amongst those who hold to the 

present rule of Christ (theocracy) 
and the law of God (theonomy) 
as the authoritative codification of 
the Kingdom law, there has been a 
difference of opinion as to the relative 
relationship of administrative duties. 
The question has centered on whether 
the family or the local church is the 
primary human sphere of and authority 
over Kingdom activities. Neither 
position denies the legitimacy of the 
other sphere, but how one answers 
this question dictates the emphasis 
and means whereby Kingdom work is 
pursued.

Though Chalcedon has historically 
come down on the side of the family on 
this question, it has never intended to 
weaken the church, but to strengthen 
the emasculated family. 

The weakness of the church in our 
day is, aside from the general decline in 
faith in the West, largely due to its own 
retreat from the world into that of mere 
spiritual solace. Those modern churches 
that encourage dominion actively find 
their impact is pronounced. 

The faithful church, moreover, 
has demonstrated that it can survive 
persecution. Often, in such troubled 
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times, its message has been heard as 
most earnest and needed. The strength 
of the church is the Word of God itself. 

The family is different. Its strength, 
even when faithful, necessitates both 
authority and capital. The Hebrew 
commonwealth was tribal, that is, 
family based. This is to say the basic 
government of the Hebrew society was 
the family. The great imbalance today 
lies not between church and family, but 
between family and state.

The modern family is now equated 
with the nuclear family rather than 
the patriarchal, tribal family that 
represented generations of wealth and 
wisdom. In the economic sphere we can 
see the modern family as emasculated. 
Each generation is decapitalized by 
inflation, debt, taxation, and inheritance 
laws alone. This is a revolutionary blow 
that is repeated with each generation. 
In a Biblical social order, family wealth 
would be accumulated and passed on, 
while today we expect each generation 
to capitalize itself. Recent Asian 
immigrants have followed older family-
friendly strategies by living in crowded 
conditions while accumulating capital 
with which to purchase businesses and 
homes debt-free. Their emphasis on 
the family has caused them to go to 
great sacrificial lengths to create their 
own power-center. The increase in the 
power of the family we wish to see, 
likewise, would be in its authority and 
self-government, which is encouraged 
by economic power. If this replaces any 
other sphere of authority, such power 
would rob the state, not the church.

For the institutional church to add 
to the pressure on the already weakened 
family by attacking the necessity of 
stronger families involves a blow to 
an already weakened unit. Let the 
statists be on guard. Stronger Christian 
families will make for stronger churches. 

What pastor does not want to see that 
homeschooled family of six, eight, or 
ten visit for the first time? 

The Larger Issue
The larger issue is not the relative 

roles of the church and family but 
theocracy, the rule of God itself. Thus, 
the more fundamental debate is that of 
theonomy versus antinomianism, that 
is, whether the law of God applies or 
not.

If there is no applicable law, there 
can be no theonomy as there is then 
no rule of God for men to follow. This 
creates problems. If obedience to God 
is subjective, there can be no objective 
disobedience, a very convenient result 
for sinful man. Moreover, no subjective 
obedience can be enjoined on another. 
The result of antinomianism has always 
fluctuated between lawlessness and 
arbitrary rule-making. 

In our day there is a great expanse 
of open ground in need of Kingdom 
pioneers. If we acknowledge the law 
of God, then the question ought not 
to be what the godly church or family 
takes from the other, but what both can 
take back for the Kingdom. Ideally the 
church should be encouraging stronger 
families and families should be building 
up their local church. The government 
of the Kingdom is upon Christ’s 
shoulders, not any of its administrative 
departments. 

Who’s in Charge?
The supremacy of God is the 

key to a distinctly Christian view of 
authority and this is what references 
to the Kingdom of God, the law of 
God (theonomy), self-consciously do. 
Because of a misunderstanding of the 
relation of the law and grace, many 
refer only to the Word of God. If Jesus is 
God and the Lord in Whom we profess 
faith (Phil. 2:9–11), then His Great 

Commission to teach men “to observe 
all things whatsoever” He commanded 
involves teaching all that Word 
including the law.

Antinomianism is also anti-
Trinitarian because it assumes that 
what Jesus commanded was different 
than what the triune God declared 
in Scripture. Trinitarian thought 
demands that the Word of God is the 
Word of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. It demands that Jesus would not 
command, nor the Holy Spirit lead us 
contrary to that revealed, authoritative 
Word. 

The Norm
Theocracy should be the norm in 

our thinking, not as an ideal future, 
but as the present context for all of life. 
Sin and rebellion should be viewed as 
aberrations that will not last. We need 
to think in terms of the absurdity of sin 
and unbelief.

The “rule of God” means the 
sovereignty of God and this precludes 
that of the state, church, or family. 
The sovereignty of God requires the 
authority of His law-word as the 
standard for all spheres and all men. If 
we do not call the world to God and 
His law, then we call the world to God 
and imply that they can defy His law.

A man who refuses to believe in 
gravity has a problem. He must not 
be pandered to; he should be warned 
of the certain laws of physics and 
the consequences of ignoring them. 
Likewise, a society (or church) that 
refuses to believe in God’s moral 
law must also be warned of the 
consequences of its violation. Such 
a message is not substituting law for 
salvation; it is giving unbelieving 
man the whole gospel of the Great 
Commission, one which is not only 
of redemption but restoration and 

Continued on page 26
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At the invitation of 
attorney Jerri Lynn 

Ward, I had an op-
portunity to speak to a 
small group of liberty-
minded citizens in Aus-

tin, Texas, on June 14, 2013. There was 
some conspicuous opposition to that 
invitation, premised on the ill-informed 
fear that I would be peddling tyranny 
under color of my supposed theocratic 
aspirations. People were warned to avoid 
my presentation, and I suspect that 
those who bought into that poisoning of 
the well typified the insight of William 
James that “a great many people think 
they are thinking when they are merely 
rearranging their prejudices.”

Cognizant of this resistance, I added 
several PowerPoint slides to my current 
Law & Liberty Tour presentation to 
actually quantify the size of government 
as laid out in Scripture. People need to 
see the numbers. They cannot grasp the 
Biblical concepts unless we bring home 
to them the magnitude of the situation. 
I wanted to show that if we followed the 
Bible, the total cost of civil government 
would be less than one-percent of what 
it is now.

These Biblical concepts were so 
important that I published Dr. Rob-
ert Fugate’s extended defense of the 
Biblical head tax over the span of three 
consecutive issues of Faith for All of 
Life.1 Precisely because some notable 
theologians had publicly disputed R. 
J. Rushdoony’s exposition of the civil 
tax, it was necessary to push back and 
recover that critical lost ground. The 
true value of Dr. Fugate’s “dull, long-

Reinventing Leadership
Martin G. Selbrede

F e a t u r e  A r t i c l e

winded, footnote-laden” articles has yet 
to be fully appreciated. They provide 
an astonishing blueprint for a modern 
deliverance from statist tyranny. If you’re 
shown the numbers, maybe you’ll grasp 
how God’s law shatters the current para-
digm and thoroughly empowers you.

The First Comparison
The proposed federal budget (not 

including state, county, or city budgets) 
is currently $3.8 trillion. What our op-
ponents fear is that some alleged Ameri-
can Taliban will arise and seize control 
of this bloated federal apparatus and 
steer the massive ship of state in terms 
of a benighted Christian fundamentalist 
extremism. This “takeover” will sup-
posedly institute a tyranny of untold 
horrors—$3.8 trillion dollars worth of 
oppression. 

This fear might have merit if Chris-
tians operate in terms of Rushdoony’s 
critics, who believe it fairly safe to disre-
gard the law of God when it comes to 
the limits of civil taxation (whether the 
critique arises from dispensational rejec-
tion of the bulk of God’s law or from 
those Reformed theologians rebutted by 
Dr. Fugate). But when God’s law is ap-
plied as written, the picture is radically 
different.

Under the status quo, that $3.8 tril-
lion federal budget for 2013 will be paid 
… by you. It is irrelevant how much of 
this amount is secured by direct taxation 
or the more insidious forms of hid-
den taxation (debt, monetary inflation, 
etc.). The government will have this 
much money to play with. Once I had 
this budget figure in hand, the massive 
defunding of various New World Orders 

that figures so prominently into my Law 
& Liberty presentations across so many 
categories now had a reference point, 
a stake in the ground in regard to civil 
taxation.

Using this federal budget figure, I 
compared it with the Bible’s total civil 
tax load to arrive at the comparative 
size of Biblically based civil government 
versus the current federal government. Is 
there indeed room in a Biblical budget 
for a massive state apparatus to fund 
massive tyrannical impositions, as many 
allege? 

Before we do the math, we need 
to understand that for the following 
scenarios to work, the totality of the 
Bible’s fiscal requirements need to be 
present (e.g., the poor tithe to eradicate 
poverty, the Levitical tithe to fund edu-
cation, substitution of full liability laws 
for limited liability laws to push back 
regulatory insanity in terms of human 
responsibility, applied free market priva-
tization strategies, a genuinely Biblical 
national defense policy, etc.). 

In other words, the recovery of 
Christian self-government precedes the 
successful recovery of civil liberty. Only 
in that context can we realize the bless-
ings to be outlined here. And we have 
been consistent in presenting this as a 
package deal: the totality of the cov-
enant. Any piecemeal reduction of the 
above reduces God’s Word to a carica-
ture of itself. Biblical totalism: accept no 
substitutes!

Understanding that, now we can 
look at the numbers.

The total annual tax to cover all 
civil government expenses is one-half 
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shekel of silver per male citizen twenty 
years or older. Using the largest value 
for a half shekel (0.3 ounce), the then-
current market price of silver ($22 per 
ounce), and the current population of 
the U.S., I displayed the mathematical 
derivation of the annual budget God 
allows the civil government to spend: 
$528 million, amounting to less than 
forty-five cents per year per taxpayer in 
pre-1965 silver coins (one quarter plus 
two dimes). This amounts to 0.0139% 
of the U.S. federal budget for 2013. In 
other words, the federal government 
in America spends 7,200 times more 
than God’s law allows it to collect ($3.8 
trillion versus $528 million). Therefore, 
application of God’s law would entail 
a stupendous shrinkage of the coercive 
sector of society, not its expansion. 

Because Christian self-government 
under the law of God has radically 
shrunk over the last two centuries, the 
state has expanded in turn, taking on 
the attributes of God in the process. 
The surveillance state is simply one of 
the manifestations of the state’s attempt 
to play God, having its eyes everywhere 
in its bid to achieve omniscience. The 
Bible pulls the financial plug on all this 
statist overreaching. Those that benefit 
from that overreaching (those who “eat 
up the sins of My people,” as Hosea 4:8 
puts it) will oppose every reform and 
justify these continued usurpations. 

The Second Comparison
In preparing my presentation for 

June 14, I omitted the state and local 
government budgets. I just wanted to 
get my point across that the implemen-
tation of Christian self-government 
under Biblical law undercuts tyranny by 
choking its fiscal throat. For my listeners 
back then, I spent considerable time on 
other aspects of Biblical law, but now 
I’d like to revisit the civil tax issue and 
extend it a bit further by factoring state 
budgets into the picture.

I acquired the list of the fifty state 
budgets that are currently available 
online (which range between their 2013 
and 2015 budget numbers) and totaled 
all of them up: 1.943 trillion. To fully 
understand the scope of the reduction of 
the state under Biblical law, we need to 
add this amount to the federal budget of 
$3.8 trillion. Unlike the federal govern-
ment, the states can’t directly implement 
monetary inflation, so that money will 
be extracted from you by way of taxa-
tion and debt manipulation. 

We would still remain at the $528 
million annual taxation limit under Bib-
lical law, but instead of comparing that 
amount only against the federal budget 
of $3.8 trillion, we need to compare 
God’s tax against the combined federal 
and state budgets, which together total 
$5.743 trillion. Now we get a better 
picture of the actual recovery under 
Christian self-government: God’s tax 
can only support a government that is 
0.0092% the size of our current state 
and federal governments. Our state and 
local governments combined extract 
10,876 times more cash from us than 
the Bible authorizes for the conduct of 
civil government. My earlier estimate of 
a 7,200-fold excess tax burden ignored 
the contribution of the state govern-
ments. The 10,876-fold figure is more 
accurate—and even this figure doesn’t 
take into account county and municipal 
tax burdens. 

Of course, this means that every 
“Christian” political candidate who 
speaks about implementing “Biblical 
morality” in government who fails to 
adopt these tabulated reductions as his 
or her ultimate target hasn’t the least bit 
interest in what the Bible says. Many of 
you will continue to vote such candi-
dates into office. Let’s see what you’re 
leaving on the table when you do so.

Leaving Money on the Table
Yes, numbers are useful. Percentages 

are useful. People can grasp the idea that 
the Bible’s limitations on civil govern-
ment (in its total Biblical context, not as 
an isolated proof-text) surely mean that 
popular vilifications of theocracy are 
built on convenient lies propagated by 
anti-theists that are (regrettably) justified 
by too many Christians indulging a 
smorgasbord approach to the Scriptures. 
With some gunshot wounds in our own 
backs from some of our best-known 
theologians, our incapacitation has been 
largely self-inflicted. The big victim here 
is the Scriptures themselves, the living 
Word of God that is no longer raised as 
the proper Light in which to see these 
issues.

But perhaps more useful than bat-
ting around all these immense numbers 
is to personalize them. Big numbers cause 
our eyes to glaze over. But numbers that 
relate to us might just get our attention.

So, let’s run the numbers. We have 
an annual budget burden of $5.743 
trillion between our state and federal 
budgets versus $528 million under 
a theonomic budget (a civil budget 
based unapologetically on the Word of 
God). This amount was premised on an 
estimated national population of 318 
million people, of which one quarter 
were males twenty years and older. Let’s 
assume for argument that those males 
constitute the nation’s work force and 
see how much better off they would be 
when comparing the burdens imposed 
by the various civil governments of 
America versus a government entirely 
aligned with God’s commands. 

The difference between man’s and 
God’s government is $5.7425 trillion. 
If you take this amount and divide it by 
the number in the work force who’d be 
paying God’s civil tax (80 million work-
ers), you arrive at a mean average of 
$71,781 per worker. In other words, the 
cost of rejecting liberty under God’s law 
is on average nearly $72,000 per year 
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per worker. This statism stuff is a costly 
proposition—as all forms of slavery are.

Yes, you can argue that I’ve stacked 
the numbers based on those who pay 
the Biblical civil tax, and that using 
2011 census numbers you would have 
closer to 158 million workers out there 
(121 million households with 1.3 work-
ers each). But what you cannot quantify 
is the radical explosion in productiv-
ity that a self-governed society brings 
to the table. One in three employees 
work for the government today—for 
the coercive rather than the productive 
sector of society. Realignment in terms 
of productivity, in terms of Christian 
self-government, will bring into play all 
the ramifications of the growth of the 
Kingdom of God. 

The termination of property 
taxes (collected by governments 
below the state level) is also a key 
part of this realignment. Add to this 
the implications of the poor tithe 
(amounting to an annualized 3.33% 
of your net income), which eradicates 
all poverty in a society operating under 
God’s law (Deut. 15:4), and we realize 
that the “perfect law of liberty” spoken 
of in James 1:25 truly liberates from all 
forms of oppression. 

Confronting Failed Leadership
Christians should be out in the 

lead on these issues. Sadly, we are not. 
When we’re challenged with questions 
like “how will you handle roads and 
freeways under Biblical law?” we find 
libertarian authors way out in front 
of us on these issues. Those authors 
thought it worth their while to work out 
the implications of their philosophy of 
limited government and start to de-
velop compelling answers. Meanwhile, 
Christians hardly lift a finger to exercise 
leadership here despite their greater 
incentive to “bring every thought in 
captivity to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). 

Why, precisely, do we find such 

inertia among Christian leaders? Is 
it slothfulness? Is it self-interest? Is it 
fearfulness? Is it an unwillingness to in-
culcate Christian self-government under 
the law of God? To do the right thing 
involves moral courage, and to know the 
right thing to do involves moral clarity. 
Do our leaders lack both? 

Maybe we’ve not yet fully devel-
oped the concept of Christian self-
government: it’s still too embryonic in 
our imaginations to be able to stand 
on its own two feet. We read without 
understanding verses such as “the hand 
of the diligent shall bear rule” (Prov. 
12:24) or “seest thou a man diligent in 
his business? he shall stand before kings 
…” (Prov. 22:29) because we don’t see 
ourselves as exercising leadership at the 
individual level, at the most basic level 
of government.

Dr. Rushdoony was justified in 
quoting Chadwick to the effect that 
“perhaps we are allowed to be comfort-
able because we are unfit to be heroic.”2 
We despise the day of small things and 
scoff at the ridiculously modest things 
that God fixes His total attention upon, 
such as a dirt-cheap plumb line (Zech. 
4:10). We consequently support the 
status quo while hypocritically bemoan-
ing it. We would rather overfeed our 
civil government nearly 11,000 times 
more than it should receive, fattening 
up our false god in the process, rather 
than to rule ourselves by the light of 
God’s Word.3

Yet God graciously continues to 
cast a spark into the hearts of men and 
women who are willing to roll up their 
sleeves and exercise leadership over 
the most massive, the most difficult, 
the most challenging of all domains: 
themselves. These are the Christians 
who wisely reject calls to “take over 
civil government” but faithfully answer 
the call to take over the functions of 
civil government in their spheres of 

influence. You shrink the state by 
shrinking demand for it, and this is 
done from the bottom up, not the 
top down.4 This is Biblical dominion. 
This is the reason why “the kingdom of 
God cometh not by observation” (Luke 
17:20). This process involves destroying 
the demand for the vast majority of 
functions currently (mis)handled by 
civil government by providing a superior 
alternative. 

The law of God provides the tem-
plate for that superior, decentralized al-
ternative. We have only to be faithful in 
applying it. As faithful Christians come 
to understand this, we shall soon see the 
hand of the diligent bear rule. 

But if you’re willing to let the state 
and federal governments take and 
spend, on average, $72,000 a year out 
of your family’s budget, then there is 
nothing I could possibly say that will 
resonate with you. You’ve already chosen 
your true god and declared your actual 
allegiance, and I weep for your children.

But if you’re already beginning to 
think about how you could use that 
kind of capital for the good of your 
family and for your Lord and Savior’s 
Kingdom, you’ve already taken the 
most important step out of slavery: 
recognizing that godly dominion isn’t 
achieved through co-opting the state 
but through Christian self-government. 
Self-government must increase, and civil 
government must decrease. There are no 
short cuts5 or easy ways out of statism—
but there is a way out.6 By developing 
our spiritual capital first, we’re actually 
building the road that will permit recov-
ery of material capital and true liberty. 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness [justice], and all these 
other things shall be given unto you.”

1. Dr. Robert Fugate, “The Head Tax: The 
Only God-Endorsed Civil Tax,” Faith for 
All of Life July/August 2012, 4ff., and the 

Continued on page 26
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In my work with 
Christian missions 

around the globe, I have 
encountered a phenom-
enon that I consider 
threatening to the future 

of missions.
Young men who have been con-

verted to the message of Christian 
Reconstruction and who have heeded 
the call to evangelize their nation with 
the comprehensive, culture-changing 
gospel of the Kingdom of Christ, believe 
they need seminary education to be able 
to succeed on the mission field. In fact, 
to be honest, I struggled with the same 
belief in the early years of my mission 
work in Bulgaria. A Christian semi-
nary—especially one attached to a sup-
posedly “Reformed” denomination in 
the U.S.—a young missionary believes, 
is a necessary step for him in learning 
theology and its practical applications, 
so that he can effectively evangelize the 
people to whom he is sent.

Such belief is based on an errone-
ous view of the nature and purpose of 
foreign missions, as well as on a misun-
derstanding concerning the real nature 
and purpose of modern seminaries.

What Does a Foreign Mission 
Really Do?

In two earlier articles1 published 
in Faith for All of Life, I defended the 
thesis that foreign missions were never 
intended in the Bible to be an escap-
ist undertaking of snatching individual 
souls and lining them up at the bus stop 
to heaven. Neither were they a “New 
Testament thing.” Foreign missions 
originated in the Old Testament and 
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were intended as a means to expand the 
culture, or rather, the civilization created 
by the law of God in Israel, to all the 
nations on the earth. That was Israel’s 
very raison d’être: to serve as a teacher to 
the nations, as a city on a hill and light 
to the world. And the nations would see 
the laws of Israel and would praise their 
God and would desire their wisdom 
(Deut. 4:5–8).

Foreign missions, then, were a 
cultural conquest, as was the later 
development of Israel’s Diaspora, the 
synagogue. But since culture is defined 
by its laws more than anything else, the 
essential nature and the main focus of 
foreign mission was to be ethical/judicial, 
that is, concerned with issues of practical 
righteousness and justice, both for the 
individual and for his institutions. God’s 
own “foreign mission” to Israel in Egypt 
culminated in Mount Sinai where He 
made the covenant with them and gave 
them the law. From there on, Israel as 
a community was to be defined by the 
law, and Israel’s purpose and meaning 
was to be defined by teaching the na-
tions that same law.

But if this is so, then the main 
focus of foreign missions should be 
not abstract theology but what is often 
called “applied theology.” And “applied” 
means really applied, that is, theology 
that is not just a discipline existing for 
itself, an ivory tower structure of pure 
intellectual interest in Biblical typology, 
or in obscure textual structures in the 
Bible, or in patterns of liturgy or ritual, 
or in peeking into the intricate details of 
the ontology of the Godhead. “Applied” 
means a theology that is concerned 

first and foremost with translating the 
knowledge of God into specific ethical and 
judicial instructions for the life of man, 
as well as for the life of his society.

This is the very meaning of the 
gospel, as preached by Jesus Christ: 
the knowledge of God translated into 
concrete ethical and judicial terms as 
the foundation for the life of man and 
of his society. God is holy, man is fallen. 
Translated into a concrete judicial real-
ity, this means that man is heading to a 
place of eternal judgment. God is also 
merciful, and He is Sovereign; He has 
sent His Son to atone for the sins of 
man, and thus save the elect. Translated 
into concrete judicial reality this means 
that the elect are going to spend eternity 
with God. Those who are saved are 
called to obey God in Christ, and this 
means they are under obligation to re-
turn back to the ethical/judicial princi-
ples of the law of God, which is the very 
purpose of the New Testament teachings 
of both Christ and the apostles. Also, 
the creation fell with Adam, but was 
restored in Christ, which means that 
Christ’s redeemed are to work to restore 
the creation around them back to God’s 
purpose for it. The sanctification of the 
heart of man and the sanctification of 
his environment and culture are the 
same process, and it is a process of ethi-
cal/judicial restoration, that is, of return-
ing man, the culture, and the creation 
back to ethical obedience to God.

This is exactly how the gospel is 
described in 1 Corinthians 15:1–28. We 
can’t understand the true nature of the 
gospel unless we accept the truth of this 
passage, that the gospel starts with the 
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fact of our sin and Christ’s substitution-
ary sacrifice, but inevitably leads to all 
things being subjected to Him, that is, a 
world that is operating under the law of 
God. History is that judicial victory of 
Christ, of making all His enemies His 
footstool. Preaching or missions that are 
not led to this final goal of evangelism 
will always be incomplete and irrelevant. 
Evangelism can’t be limited to the fact of 
Christ’s death, or to the individual salva-
tion of a few souls. Evangelism is about 
restoration of all things under God.

What Does a Seminary Really Do?
A Christian mission, therefore, is 

first and foremost an ethical/judicial un-
dertaking, to change the hearts, behav-
ior, practices, habits, customs, norms, 
laws of a nation so that the nation sub-
mits to God. Such a task doesn’t need 
abstract theology; it needs a theology 
that informs the hearts, behavior, prac-
tices, habits, customs, norms, laws as to 
what practical godliness is—a theology 
that makes the connection between the 
character of God and the character of 
man, and teaches the redeemed man to 
build his culture in obedience to God.

So does a missionary really need our 
modern seminary education to be able 
to do his work?

The modern seminary is not only 
unfavorable to this task of evangelism, 
it is in reality practically opposed to it. 
It is in the very nature of the modern 
seminary to separate theology from 
life, and, consequently, faith from life. 
R. J. Rushdoony called the seminary a 
“neoplatonic institution,” and pointed 
to the fact that teaching in the modern 
seminaries is modeled after Greek pagan 
thinking.2 It is based not on a covenant-
al view of reality where faith has direct 
applications to the real world of human 
action, but on the dualistic separation 
of theology and practice. There is a very 
clear separation between theological dis-
ciplines and practical disciplines, Rush-

doony continues his analysis, and that 
separation between theoretical theology 
and applied disciplines is a testimony of 
the dualism of the modern seminary. 

If a modern student would try to 
find any seminary courses that try to 
apply theology to life outside the limited 
religious experience a man has in the 
church Sunday morning, or outside the 
obscure intellectual pursuits of seminary 
professors and students, he would have 
a hard time finding such a thing. There 
are no seminary courses on Biblical eco-
nomics, or Biblical civil government, or 
Biblical money theory, or Biblical prin-
ciples for business, or science, or family, 
or anything else that men in the real 
world have to deal with. No seminary 
offers anything that would apply theol-
ogy to life. No seminary offers courses 
in comprehensive worldview, starting 
from understanding the creeds, through 
their influence on our modern ideas, 
to practice. There are no economic nor 
legal commentaries on the Bible in the 
libraries of the modern seminaries, and 
consequently such commentaries or 
books are not part of the curriculum 
and are not an assigned reading.

Instead, during the whole course of 
education, seminaries drown their stu-
dents in a sea of irrelevance. Depending 
on the seminary, the courses emphasize 
textual and etymological criticism, or 

liturgical details, or philosophical hair-
splitting. The students learn about the 
Bible only as much as to be able to pro-
duce endless talks or papers on obscure 
topics in a highly academic language. At 
the end, a student knows how to satisfy 
his professors’ obsession with elitist 
academic philosophizing; but he hasn’t 
learned a thing about how to change 
the culture of a pagan nation, or how 
to voice a prophetic warning about a 
coming judgment for ungodly practices 
in that nation.

In fact, some modern seminaries 
even go as far as to limit the gospel to a 
few intellectual propositions, and devise 
a theology that separates the gospel from 
practical living and practical obedience. 
At the end, obeying God is not part of 
the gospel, and the seminary graduates 
are only trained to preach and teach that 
limited, truncated gospel, divorced from 
the Great Commission.

Can the Seminary 
Generate Church Leaders?

As elitist as the culture in the semi-
naries is, it is far from being even close 
to producing true Christian leadership. 
Elite is not the same as leadership, and 
leaders are not produced through train-
ing in neoplatonic irrelevance. A leader 
only arises when there is a covenantal 
worldview, that is, a worldview that 
allows for no dualism between the 
intellectual foundation and the practical 
applications of an ideology. Seminary 
training by professors who make a liv-
ing by living in a secluded habitat of 
abstract theological meditation is just as 
incapable of producing true leaders who 
change cultures and teach nations as is 
government school education by union-
protected bureaucrat-teachers incapable 
of producing a generation of risk-taking 
entrepreneurs.

It is not a surprise then that the rise 
of the seminary, and especially the rise 
of seminary education as the founda-

“A Christian mission, 

therefore, is first and 

foremost an ethical/judicial 

undertaking, to change the 

hearts, behavior, practices, 

habits, customs, norms, laws 

of a nation so that the nation 

submits to God.”
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tional test and qualification for ministry, 
whether pastoral or missional, has co-
incided with the decline in the effec-
tiveness of missions. A missionary who 
views the world in dualistic terms, who 
views theology separated from practical 
ideology, faith separated from real life, 
and church activities separated from 
“worldly” activities, would inevitably 
limit his mission endeavors to building a 
small ecclesiastical replica of his semi-
nary, or of the world that his seminary is 
promoting in its curriculum.

He won’t be willing to change the 
culture or challenge the world. In fact, 
he won’t have the theological tools or 
knowledge to do either. To do so, he 
would have to be a social reformer, and 
being a social reformer is the ultimate 
anathema for the modern seminary 
mentality. Issues of practical personal 
ethics may be included in the scope 
of his preaching and teaching to his 
listeners, but never issues of justice and 
equity. Even that personal ethics that is 
present in his preaching and teaching 
would be rather reduced to a mystical 
and individualistic level, and issues of 
political, economic, legal, or other ethics 
would be excluded, as being “not the 
gospel.” When many years ago I asked 
a Presbyterian missionary in Eastern 
Europe whether he teaches his listeners 
on issues like taxes, the proper role of 
civil government, or investments and 
retirement, he replied that these issues 
were “general equity,” not “the gospel.” 
His mission is still struggling to produce 
any interest in its message, many years 
and many millions of dollars later.

And indeed, such a mission would 
find itself only concerned with things 
peripheral to the culture; and as a result, 
will logically be relegated to the pe-
riphery of the culture, to continue its 
irrelevant existence there, or die out.

A young missionary, then, has noth-
ing to gain of seminary education. The 

money spent, plus the time spent in 
studying irrelevant disciplines and writ-
ing irrelevant papers on obscure topics, 
is not worth it. Nothing that a seminary 
can offer can help a missionary in his 
task to conquer the world for Christ. 
If anything, it will teach him and train 
him to find fulfillment in doing noth-
ing and accomplishing nothing of value, 
except for the intellectual pleasure of a 
small elitist cabal. Far from helping him 
in his task, a modern seminary will only 
waste his time, and possibly lead to the 
death of his mission.

How to Train a Missionary
The question then remains: Where 

would a missionary get his theological 
education?

Here I would offer my definition 
of a leader, that has served me well in 
my work: A leader is one who is a book 
ahead of everyone else. A young mission-
ary must first and foremost, in order to 
prepare for the ministry, build his own 
library with high-quality books that 
help him understand the application 
of the gospel to every area of life. This 
will mean, of course, all the books of 
all Christian Reconstruction authors, 
for Christian Reconstruction has been 
the only movement specifically devoted 
to building a comprehensive Biblical 
worldview, applied to practice in both 
man’s life and in the life of his culture.

Then he must read them. When a 
crisis hits, men always look for answers. 
Cultural conflicts are always won by the 
men who have better answers to society’s 
problems. A missionary must be pre-
pared to give an answer to everything he 
is asked about. A well-read missionary 
who has the Biblical answers will inevi-
tably focus the attention of the culture 
on himself, and will have an open door 
for evangelism. Deuteronomy 4:5–8 was 
a promise. It still is.

Then he must teach his listeners 
those Biblical principles and their ap-

plication to their everyday life. Nothing 
speaks “come and join us” so powerfully 
as a covenant community that has the 
best laws and abides by them. A semi-
nary will teach him neither the laws nor 
their practical case application to his 
culture. Such a job is the job of a pio-
neer; and one graduates from a seminary 
by learning to tread the old traditional 
paths, not by breaking new ones.

And then, he must never forget the 
goal of the gospel: make the culture 
submit to Christ. The gospel doesn’t end 
with a person’s conversion, it ends with 
all being subjected to Christ. Preach it 
to your listeners every time you have the 
chance.

And at the end, he must present 
the optimism of the gospel: that future 
belongs to us Christians (1 Cor. 3:22).

If a missionary does these things, 
his mission will be successful beyond his 
wildest expectations—or at least, way 
more successful than anything produced 
by seminary graduates around the world 
today. God doesn’t bless neoplatonic du-
alistic irrelevance. But He certainly does 
bless faithful covenantal preaching and 
practical justice and righteousness.

A Reformed missionary to his native 
Bulgaria for over 10 years, Bojidar 
preaches and teaches the doctrines of the 
Reformation and a comprehensive Biblical 
worldview. He and his team have translated 
over 30,000 pages of Christian literature 
about the application of the Law of God 
in every area of man’s life and society, and 
published those translations online for free. 
He currently lives in Houston with his wife 
Maggie and his three children.

1. “The True Origin of Foreign Missions,” 
FFAOL, May/June 2010; “Don’t Plant 
Churches, Build Covenant Communities,” 
FFAOL, July/August 2011.
2. R. J. Rushdoony, Systematic Theology, Vol. 
I, (Valledito, CA: Ross House Books, 1994),  
97–101, 113–115.
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The commandment 
to structure Israel’s 

government according 
to the law of God is a 
covenantal command. 
Since this government 

model was given at Sinai, it was a model 
of law as well as of covenant. This cov-
enant had the seeds of what we know 
as American Constitutionalism, which 
emphasizes limitations and spheres of 
jurisdiction and power. 

Hebrew political scholar Daniel 
Elazar explains that the separation of 
powers is not naturally inherent. “Politi-
cally, a covenant involves a coming to-
gether (con-gregation) of basically equal 
humans who consent with one other 
through a morally binding pact support-
ed by a transcendent power, establishing 
with the partners a new framework or 
setting them on the road to a new task, 
that can only be dissolved by mutual 
agreement of all the parties to it.”1

Elements of the Covenant
Israel’s covenant had all of these 

components: a congregation of liberated 
people, a morally binding pact and new 
framework of life called the Testimony 
of Witness given at Sinai that only both 
parties could dissolve, with God’s sup-
port. The political and religious struc-
ture was patterned after the revealed 
law of God. Israel’s new task was to be 
obedient to that law. They agreed to the 
terms of the covenant, which included 
agreeing to the sanctions for rebellion. 
When Israel rebelled, they agreed to 
dissolve the covenant. In turn, God also 
agreed and forsook them—divorcing 
them and sending His law out to the 
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Gentiles through the preaching of the 
gospel. 

But this covenant model of govern-
ment was not a model only for Israel, 
but was of universal importance for all 
nations. Israel was to be the template for 
all governments in all nations. Moses 
says to Israel in Deuteronomy 4:5–8, 
“Behold, I have taught you statutes and 
judgments, even as the LORD my God 
commanded me, that ye should do so 
in the land whither ye go to possess it. 
Keep therefore and do them; for this is 
your wisdom and your understanding in 
the sight of the nations, which shall hear 
all these statutes, and say, Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understand-
ing people. For what nation is there 
so great, who hath God so nigh unto 
them, as the LORD our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for? And 
what nation is there so great, that hath 
statutes and judgments so righteous as 
all this law, which I set before you this 
day?” God, through Moses, is remind-
ing this new generation of Israelites of 
the importance of covenant concerning 
political affairs. 

Since all of Western civilization’s 
founding documents are more or less 
Biblically based, the structure of the He-
brew government should be of immense 
concern to us today. The idea of govern-
ment comes directly from God. Unlike 
the theories of John Locke, Jean Jacques 
Rousseau or Thomas Paine, government 
is not man’s idea. It did not originate 
out of a need for men to live together in 
an orderly fashion, and it is not a neces-
sary evil. In the realm of eternity, before 
the foundation of the earth, within the 
Godhead, there existed the internal 

government of the triune deity. When 
God created man in His own image, He 
created him with governing knowledge 
and the ability to govern himself. God 
governs man according to His holy law, 
and man is obligated to self-governance. 
Man was created to be a self-governing 
creature, under God’s law, which would 
guarantee his liberty and happiness, 
provided that he maintained obedience.

Through His covenant, God offers 
Israel the freedom to obey or disobey. 
Since the Spirit was not at work in 
most of Israel’s first generation, they 
were unable and unwilling to obey and 
therefore were kept from the inheritance 
of promise at Canaan. Elazar explains 
that, “He [God] offers humans free-
dom under the terms of the covenant, 
retaining the covenantal authority to 
reward or punish the consequences of 
that freedom at some future date.”2 The 
Sinai covenant set the stage for every na-
tion whose goals are righteous judgment 
and justice. It was to set the stage for all 
governance and politics.

Since the Biblical covenant is 
grounded in ethics and moral commit-
ments, whenever the Biblical model of 
covenant polity is enforced, power and 
justice together are effective both mor-
ally and operationally. Elazar shows that 
history is full of examples of national 
covenanting to protect that nation 
from gross apostasy, such as during the 
European Reformation. “[D]uring the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the 
Swiss and the Dutch, the Scots and the 
English Puritans not only conceived of 
civil society in covenantal terms, but 
actually wrote national covenants to 
which loyal members of the body politic 
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subscribed. Similar covenants were used 
in the founding of many of the origi-
nal colonies in British North America. 
Covenantal thinking was the common 
mode of political conceptualization 
and expression during the American 
Revolution, where it was reflected in any 
number of constitutional documents.”3

On the other hand, whenever the 
Biblical model of government is ne-
glected, power and justice are perverted, 
giving way to injustice. The result is 
cultural disintegration, statism, and 
eventually tyranny. Thus it is so impor-
tant for governments to have a perfectly 
infallible standard of law and govern-
ment. Nations that do not adhere to 
God’s covenant are doing exactly what 
Israel did when they rebelled against the 
covenant of God’s law. The results will 
be the same.

The Parties to the Covenant
Not only was the covenant to 

structure the nation of Israel, set up her 
laws, and provide a righteous model 
for the entire global order, but it was to 
establish a relationship between the par-
ties involved. The key focus of covenant 
is on relationships. By establishing His 
covenant with Israel, Elazar says that God 
was making a relationship “constitution-
alizing.” The strength of the relationship 
between God and Israel was to be based 
upon the Hebrew constitution: the law 
of God. Elazar says that “God’s covenant 
with Israel established the Jewish people 
and founded it as a body politic while 
at the same time creating the religious 
framework which gave that polity its rai-
son d’etre, its norms, and its constitution, 
as well as the guidelines for developing a 
political order based upon proper, that is 
to say, covenantal relationships.”4

Without covenant identification, 
Israel could not really be a cohesive civil 
and religious body politic. They could 
not have ecclesiastic or national standing 
without becoming a legitimate religious 

and political body. The covenant gave 
them legitimate standing as a godly 
commonwealth, without which they 
were nothing but Egyptian slaves. 
Peter comments on this fact in 1 Peter 
2:9–10: “But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light: Which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of God: 
which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy.”  Paul also com-
ments in Ephesians 2:11–12, “Where-
fore remember, that ye being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called 
the Circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands; That at that time ye were with-
out Christ, being aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world.”  

God’s covenant brought the Israel-
ites independence but not autonomy. It 
brought them freedom but not licen-
tiousness. It also brought them protec-
tion under God’s power. Through God’s 
covenant governing structure, Israel had 
a moral commitment first to God, and 
then to each other.

According to Elazar, the Sinai cov-
enant has two parts. The first portion 
is the Decalogue, consisting of the Ten 
Commandments and all the laws of 
Exodus 20–23. This portion of the law 
established the principles of divine law 
and human governance and later would 
be considered Israel’s political compact. 
The second portion translates those laws 
into a constitutional framework. 

While the covenant of God deals 
primarily with basic civil and criminal 
law, basic religious obligations, and basic 
moral laws of Israel’s polity, the most di-
rect political message has to do with the 
occupation of the land promised to Is-

rael. God was going to transfer the land 
that had been lost in Adam back to His 
people. Rushdoony observes the follow-
ing: “To understand the Bible, we must 
begin with the fact that it is a covenant 
book … [it is a book of ] grace and law, 
[and is] given as an act of saving grace, 
and a law for the redeemed to live by. 
One aspect of grace given to the people 
… is the gift of the land. The land is 
the locale where the life of grace is lived 
and the covenant law is kept. This fact 
of victory and possession is celebrated in 
Israel’s liturgy of [Psalm 135 & 136].”  
Rev. John Otis comments on covenantal 
dominion in his book Preaching and the 
Victory of the Gospel, “In 2 Samuel 7:10 
God promises a place for His genera-
tions to live and prosper … this sounds 
familiar to the promise [God gave] to 
Abraham in Genesis 17:8 where God 
would give his seed a land as an everlast-
ing possession. The land promised to 
Abraham was but a down payment to 
God’s Covenant people down through 
their generations. Romans 4:13 demon-
strates that the promise really entailed 
the whole world. Jesus said the meek 
shall inherit the earth.”

When Christ appeared as the ulti-
mate covenant guarantee, He confirmed 
the covenantal promise so that its real-
ization would not be dependent upon 
His people’s natural obedience to the 
covenant per se, but rather through faith 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
unto lawful obedience. Rushdoony 
writes in his commentary on the Book 
of Hebrews that “Man is the recipient of 
God’s grace and salvation because man 
is the creature called into being by God’s 
creative word to exercise dominion and 
to subdue under God the creation He 
had made … All things are to be placed 
in subjection to man IN Christ … This 
is the purpose of Hebrews, to bring the 
church to an awareness and knowledge 
of its purpose and goal in Christ. It is 
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far more than the salvation of our souls, 
important as that is; the purpose of our 
salvation is to recall us to the creation 
mandate. We are not saved for ‘flowery 
beds of ease’, but for God’s Holy pur-
pose, [which is] a new creation wherein 
justice reigns. It does not have us as its 
focus but rather the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and justice.”5 
Therefore, whenever the Scriptures 
speak of the covenant, it is referring to a 
broad array of areas including religion, 
political, government, and dominion.

The Covenant and the Land
In Deuteronomy 11 God focuses 

upon covenantal dominion and land 
possession. Some points worthy of 
noting in this text are, first, the obedi-
ence to the covenant being essential and 
guaranteeing strength if Israel were to 
inherit the land, and furthermore, the 
promise of long life to many generations 
in the land provided they remained 
covenant keepers. It was a good land 
flowing with milk and honey, which 
is a reference to the abundance of the 
gospel presence in the land—a land very 
unlike Egypt. Egypt’s system of religion 
and government was pagan and failed 
at every point to regard His sovereignty 
and law. The Israelites’ land was not 
structured at all like Egypt. The Israel-
ites were not supposed to fix the broken 
system of religion and government. 
Rather, they were to replace it with a 
righteous system based upon a cov-
enantal structure of law taken from the 
Scriptures. Replacing one failed pagan 
system with another failed pagan system 
hoping that it will remedy the cultural 
problems is altogether illogical.

God tells Israel, “For the land, 
whither thou goest in to possess it, is not 
as the land of Egypt, from hence ye came 
out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and 
wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden 
of herbs: But the land, whither ye go to 
possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, 

and drinketh water of the rain of heaven” 
(Deut. 11:10–11).  Then He tells Israel 
that they have to obey the command-
ment to love God and serve Him, and 
they will prosper, “And it shall come to 
pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto 
my commandments which I command 
you this day, to love the LORD your 
God, and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul, That I will 
give you the rain of your land in his due 
season, the first rain and the latter rain, 
that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and 
thy wine, and thine oil” (Deut. 11:13 
–14). Finally, God sets the covenant 
sanctions for rebellion: “Take heed to 
yourselves, that your heart be not de-
ceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other 
gods, and worship them; And then the 
LORD’S wrath be kindled against you, 
and he shut up the heaven, that there be 
no rain, and that the land yield not her 
fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off 
the good land which the LORD giveth 
you” (Deut. 11:16–17).

Discipling the Nations
When Jesus told the disciples that 

they were to go into all the world with 
the law and the commandments in 
Matthew 28, He was telling them that 
the covenant obligation was to structure 
men and nations according to the com-
mandments of God:

Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen. (Mt. 
28:19–20)

Most people misunderstand “dis-
cipling the nations” to mean going on 
missionary trips to the farthest cor-
ners of the world, leaving their native 
countries behind, but that is not what 

Christ was saying. He was telling His 
followers that the mission of the gospel 
is a national focus, including indi-
vidual people, but focused on changing 
cultures. The Greek word Jesus uses 
for “teach’ means ‘to enroll as a pupil.” 
The topic of their learning would be the 
covenant law of God. 

The important implication of the 
commands God gave Israel was that the 
covenant placed the nation under the 
kingship of God. God was to be consid-
ered the direct governor, with assisting 
prime ministers. The words used denot-
ing the judges and political ministers of 
the Hebrew republic are Eved Adonai, 
which mean “lesser gods.” Ranking God 
as sovereign and His prime ministers 
as underlings was to remind Israel that 
they were placed in hierarchy under 
God. The rulers were to maintain a core 
of judges and civil magistrates to handle 
the affairs of the various tribes. 

The government of Israel was struc-
tured as a safeguard against tyranny. 
Since men naturally seek dominance, 
God sets up a division of authority and 
powers. Elazar explains: “The Israelite 
polity was one of separate but shared 
powers … It was so built that power 
never could be concentrated in a single 
human authority. Each of these [do-
mains of government] is independent of 
the others, drawing its authority directly 
from Divine mandate, though both in 
theory and in practice the bearers of 
each [domain] must work with the oth-
ers in order to govern the [whole].”6

Elazar concludes: “In the [final] 
analysis, the Pentateuch constitutes one 
comprehensive constitutional document 
in three parts. Genesis, the first book, 
establishes the setting for the emergence 
of Israel and its constitution with two 
sets of basic covenants with Abraham, 
and the other patriarchs establishing 
Israel as a people. Exodus, Leviticus and 

Continued on page 26
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Dr. Ben Carson 
is an American 

success story, in spite of 
his early life of poverty 
coupled with his own 
anger and laziness. He 

credits his mother’s influence on his life 
as the most important grace bestowed 
on him by God. This illiterate woman 
with only a third grade education un-
derstood her responsibilities in the lives 
of her sons. 

She Who Rocks the Cradle
William Ross Wallace (1819–1881) 

authored the famous poem, “The Hand 
that Rocks the Cradle Is the Hand that 
Rules the World,” in which he praises 
dedicated motherhood. Each of the 
four stanzas of the poem repeats the 
title as a refrain, making the point that a 
mother’s role is vital to the advancement 
of civilization itself.

The parallels between this poem 
and Proverbs 31 are most likely inten-
tional given the author’s background. 
Proverbs 31 highlights the attributes of a 
virtuous woman (vv. 10–31) by dem-
onstrating the fruits of righteous living. 
The first ten verses of this chapter (often 

Proverbs 31: Transmitting the Principles 
of Biblical Self-Government 

to the Next Generation
by Andrea Schwartz

S p e c i a l  C o l u m n

overlooked in discussing the Proverbs 
31 woman) demonstrate the kind of 
influence that a mother sways over her 
children by instruction and example. 

Although there is controversy over 
the actual identity of King Lemuel, who 
is addressed in the opening verses of 
Proverbs 31,2 the interesting part, for 
the purpose of this discussion, is that 
these words were taught to him by his 
mother. Verse 2 is the speaker quoting 
a mother’s words to her son, instruct-
ing him in the way of being a righteous 
ruler. Verses 3–9 are warnings against 
promiscuity, debauchery, irresponsibil-
ity in one’s calling and the potential 
aftermath of such behavior, and a strong 
appeal to righteous judgment, especially 

as it relates to those who are poor and/
or afflicted. 

King Lemuel’s mother presented 
a blueprint outlining the kind of man 
her son should become and the type of 
woman he should marry. To teach these 
things, Lemuel’s mother had to embrace 
and live out (however imperfectly) the 
portrait she paints.

The question arises, How can sinful 
women ever live up to the standards of 
this “perfect-beyond-words” woman? 

Many women who come to faith 
later in life initially find it difficult to 
view Proverbs 31 as anything but an 
indictment against us. It is like a mirror 
reflecting how poorly we measure up to 
this Biblical standard. It is the glori-
ous fact of redemption in Jesus Christ 
that our former thoughts, words, and 
deeds have been buried with Christ and 
we emerge from His resurrection in a 
newness of life that makes becoming the 
virtuous woman attainable. 

Proverbs 31 provides us with a 
standard by which we can evaluate our 
progress in becoming the sanctified 
persons God wants us to be. It has been 
said that Proverbs is a commentary on 

But I had something very important. I had a mother who believed in me. And I had a mother who would never allow 
herself to be a victim, no matter what happened. Never made excuses and she never accepted an excuse from us. And if we ever 
came up with an excuse she always said, “Do you have a brain” and if the answer was “yes” then she said “Then you could have 
thought your way out of it. It doesn’t matter what John or Susan or Mary or anybody else did or said.” And it was the most 
important thing she did for my brother and myself. Because if you don’t accept excuses pretty soon people stop giving them and 
they start looking for solutions. And that is a critical issue when it comes to success. 

~ Dr. Benjamin Carson ~ Neurosurgeon and the Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Hospital.1

“How can sinful women ever 
live up to the standards of 

this ‘perfect-beyond-words’ 
woman?... Proverbs 31 provides 

us with a standard by which 
we can evaluate our progress 

in becoming the sanctified 
persons God wants us to be.”
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the law-word of God applied to life. So 
the necessary prerequisite to attaining 
the status of a virtuous woman must be 
learning and understanding the law of 
God.

God’s Law—the Key 
to Self-Discipline

Critics and opponents of Christian-
ity often cite the Bible’s view of women 
as chauvinistic, yet quite the opposite 
is true. The distorted view of women 
that we see today is a product of the 
Enlightenment rather than Biblical law 
applied.3 God’s Word gives women 
an exalted status with the responsibil-
ity to manage the home and shape the 
next generation. It is hard to imagine a 
higher calling than this. 

But the authority of the woman as help-
meet is no less real than that of a prime 
minister to a king; the prime minister is 
not a slave because he is not king, nor 
is the woman a slave because she is not 
a man. The description of a virtuous 
woman, or a godly wife, in Proverbs 
31:10–31 is not of a helpless slave nor 
of a pretty parasite, but rather of a very 
competent wife, manager, business-
woman, and mother—a person of real 
authority.4

Because of such a high calling, it 
is obvious that the wife/mother must 
be prepared to pursue her calling as a 
chosen profession rather than relying 
on the “figure-it-out-as-you-go-along” 
method. As I’ve stated elsewhere, too 
many women spend more time plan-
ning their wedding day and the flower 
arrangements than they do preparing 
themselves for the Biblical duties that 
marriage entails. This is no job for ama-
teurs, as Rushdoony notes, 

From beginning to end, the Bible 
makes clear that the Lord requires a 
total obedience, and that, having given 
us His covenant grace and law, and cli-
maxed it with the gift of the Spirit, He 
expects great things from us. The Lord 

does not call amateur Christians, only 
full-time professional ones. Nothing is 
more ridiculous than the idea of many 
that “full-time Christian service” means 
the mission field, a pastorate, or some 
like calling. We are all, whatever we are 
or wherever we are, called to a full time 
Christian life and service.5

It is the purposeful training in the 
law-word of God that gives a woman 
the wisdom to become virtuous. Far 
from a helpless, weak, and irrational 
individual, as is often her depiction in 
romantic literature, with God’s law as 
the foundation of her thoughts, words 
and deeds, the self-disciplined, self-gov-
erning Proverbs 31 woman has a genu-
ine foundation by which to demonstrate 
to her children that she practices what 
she preaches.

Actions Speak Louder than Words
Note what is not mentioned in 

verses 10–31. The virtuous woman is 
not commended for her quiet times of 
prayer, her Bible study, or her atten-
dance at church functions. Rather, all 
that is praised is the evidence of her 
commitment to God by her actions. 
This highly commended woman is a 
working woman, self-consciously trans-
mitting by her deeds what is hidden in 
her heart. In other words, her faith is 
not a dead one.

As Rushdoony highlights in his 
Institutes of Biblical Law in his section 
“Marriage and Woman,”

1. Her husband can trust her moral, 
commercial, and religious integrity and 
competence (v. 11–12, 29–31).

2. She not only manages her household 
competently, but she can also manage a 
business with ability (v. 13–19, 24–25). 
She can buy and sell like a good mer-
chant and manage a vineyard like an 
experienced farmer.

3. She is good to her family, and good 
to the poor and the needy (v. 20–21).

4. Very important, “She openeth her 
mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue 
is the law of kindness” (v. 26). The use-
less woman of the Age of Reason, and 
the useless socialite or jet-set woman of 
today who is a showpiece and a luxury, 
can and does speak lightly, and as a 
trifler, because she is a trifle. The godly 
woman, however, has “in her tongue 
the law of kindness.” People, men 
and women, who are not triflers avoid 
trifling and cheap, malicious talk. Loose 
talk is the luxury of irresponsibility.

5. She does not eat “the bread of idle-
ness” (v. 27); i.e., the godly woman is 
not a mere luxury and a pretty decora-
tion. She more than earns her keep.

6. “Her children arise up, and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he prais-
eth her” (v. 28).

This is the kind of woman who will 
oversee the future generation, and the 
product of the work of her hands will 
be evidence of the godliness transmit-
ted. She is the one who day-in and 
day-out instills in her children the 
principles of Biblical self-discipline and 
self-government. She is the one who 
is ready, willing, able, and present, to 
instruct, correct, guide, and inspire her 
children to prepare themselves to be 
active in their service to the Kingdom 
of God. She is the one who has a vision 
for an aristocracy of submitted believers 

“This is the kind of woman 

who will oversee the future 

generation, and the product 

of the work of her hands will 

be evidence of the godliness 

transmitted. She is the one who 

day-in and day-out instills in 

her children the principles 

of Biblical self-discipline and 

self-government.”
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actively proclaiming the Crown Rights 
of Jesus Christ!

The founders of the United States 
believed in an aristocracy, but not 
an hereditary one but in the natural 
aristocracy of ability and talent. Such 
an aristocracy always rises to the top: 
the best attitude of a country should be 
to further its progress to the top rather 
than to impede it. In other words, 
superiority asserts itself and governs. If 
the moral character, if the faith of a 
people is defective, then the superiority 
which prevails is of an evil sort, but, 
if the character be godly, then a godly 
superiority prevails.6

Since the Word of God calls all who 
bear the name of Christ as members of a 
royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9), the words 
from King Lemuel’s mother are appli-
cable to any son or daughter in the con-
text of their calling. The mother’s role is 
vital in incorporating within the family 
culture the most important aspects of 
serving the living God. The call to exer-
cise godly leadership in these verses has a 
strong parallel to Michah 6:8 

He has shown you, O mortal, what 
is good.

And what does the LORD require 
of you?

To act justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God.

James 1:27 also echoes these 
sentiments:

Religion that God our Father ac-
cepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.

The Crisis of Our Time
With the certain collapse of the 

humanist state, there is a great need 
for self-governing individuals, families, 
and communities to be ready to estab-
lish the law of God as the standard for 

living and governance. God did not 
fully deliver the Promised Land to the 
Children of Israel before they were ready 
to inhabit it (Deut. 7:22). Likewise, 
we need to be prepared to lead as the 
opportunities come. As Martin Selbrede 
notes in his essay in this issue of FFAOL, 
“Reinventing Leadership,” we begin 
this task in our own homes, consistently 
working to unfetter ourselves from the 
chains of civil government solutions and 
handouts.

This practice must begin in the 
home and give more than lip-service 
to Biblical principles and mandates. 
Children should witness the faithfulness 
of their parents in paying their tithes, re-
fusing to live in debt, valuing and sacri-
ficing to provide a Christian education, 
and refusing to vote for those things the 
law of God forbids. When children see 
their father and mother cheerfully obey-
ing God’s commands and teaching them 
to do likewise, they will grow to become 
the kings and queens of a reconstructed 
society that looks first to the law of God 
to remedy problems and crises.

Rushdoony encourages us to take 
heart in our task of Christian recon-
struction. His words especially should 
encourage the woman of the house to 
silence the belittling voices that whisper 
to her, telling her that rearing children is 
below her ability level and she can farm 
it out to others. 

The crisis of our time is a hopeful and 
heartening fact: it means emphatically 
that the world is under God’s law, that 
what a man sows that shall he also reap. 
True, it means times of crisis and judg-
ment, but how else is history cleared of 
the debris of man’s sin and folly? What 
takes place on television is pale and life-
less when compared to the excitement 
and development of the world around 
us. History is the work of God, and it 
has a good beginning and ending.7

Andrea Schwartz is the Chalcedon 
Foundation’s active proponent of Christian 
education and matters relating to the family. 
She’s the author of five books dealing with 
homeschooling and the family. Her latest 
book is Woman of the House. She oversees 
the Chalcedon Teacher Training Institute 
(www.ctti.org) and continues to mentor, 
lecture, and teach. Visit her website www.
WordsFromAndrea.com. She lives in San 
Jose with her husband of 37 years. She can 
be reached by email at lessons.learned@
yahoo.com.

1. This tribute to his mother was part of 
his address to the 2013 National Prayer 
Breakfast.
2. Some believe King Lemuel is a pseud-
onym or other name for Solomon. Some 
adhere to the idea that it was meant allegori-
cally, applicable to all kings. Others hold 
to the idea that King Lemuel is a distinct 
person and king in another realm.
3. See my article:  “Putting Women in Their 
Place” in the Jan/Feb 2013 issue of FFAOL.
4. R. J. Rushdoony, Institutes of Biblical 
Law (n.p.:The Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Co., 1973) 164.
5. R. J. Rushdoony, Roots of Reconstruction 
(Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 1991), 
1070.
6. Ibid., 661.
7. Ibid., 883.

“With the certain collapse of 

the humanist state, there is a 

great need for self-governing 

individuals, families, and 

communities to be ready to 

establish the law of God as 

the standard for living and 

governance.”
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Reformed believ-
ers will sometimes 

remind each other that 
the task of reforming 
the church did not end 
with Luther, Calvin, 

Zwingli, Knox, and the rest of the 
“Reformers.” We say, “ecclesia refor-
mata, semper reformanda,” the church 
reformed, always being reformed, to 
become more obedient to the Word of 
God as the church grows and matures.

Michael Horton points out that the 
semper reformanda phrase can be traced 
back to the Reformed Dutch writer 
Jodocus van Lodenstein, who wrote, 
“The church is reformed and always 
[in need of ] being reformed according 
to the Word of God.” Horton points 
out that this is not an active verb, but a 
passive one: the church is “’always being 
reformed’ by the Spirit of God through 
the Word.”1 The semper reformanda 
principle pulls us toward the Word of 
God, correcting errors that may have 
crept in, or unbiblical traditions that 
have not yet been rooted out.

Tradition reflects the collective wis-
dom—or folly—of the past. There are 
those who see it generally as a valuable 
social inheritance, and those who see it 
as a barrier to progress. Left-liberalism, 
whether theological or political, tends 
to see tradition as worse than useless—
a slavery to the past. Conservatism is 
characterized by a high regard for the 
traditions of history, for established pro-
cedure, for the wisdom of elders, for the 
original meaning of authors, for original 
intent, and for creeds and confessions.

While Christians should be ready 

The Place of Tradition
By Timothy Terrell

G u e s t  C o l u m n

and willing to discard traditions that 
are demonstrably unbiblical, there is a 
difference between scrapping a practice 
that is out of accord with the Bible and 
scrapping a practice that has no obvious 
Biblical mandate. Too often, families 
and churches have been willing to 
discard traditional practices that they do 
not understand. 

Traditional Worship
The modern churchgoer, claim-

ing a desire for Biblical worship, and 
declaring “sola scriptura,” demands 
justification for each tradition. If the 
Bible doesn’t require it, the only grounds 
for keeping it is to placate those in the 
congregation who still cling to such 
things for sentimental reasons, as for 
“weaker brethren.” Frequently, even that 
last support for tradition fails when the 
church seeks to attract a younger genera-
tion that hasn’t been made familiar with 
traditional practices.

Recently I sat in a worship service in 
a Presbyterian church in which the pas-
tor questioned the common Reformed 
practice of placing the pulpit front and 
center in the sanctuary, and even of hav-
ing a pulpit at all. “This is the way we’ve 

always done things,” he said, which was 
not sufficient to justify continuing such 
practices. Other churches, pursuing 
“contemporary worship,” have phased 
out older hymns, classical architecture 
and furnishings, coats and ties for the 
pastors, sermon references to church 
history, and traditional liturgies with the 
reciting of historical creeds and confes-
sions. In place of these is the “praise 
band” with lyrics written last week, a 
warehouse-style building with stage 
lighting, and movie clips to spice up the 
sermons.

Whatever one’s position on the 
regulative principle of worship, there 
are several considerations that should 
give Christians pause before exchang-
ing tradition for the latest worship 
trend. Whether or not we understand 
the reasoning of those countless believ-
ers before us whose practices became 
embedded in what we call “traditional 
worship,” abandoning those practices 
may cost us more than we recognize at 
first.

Traditional hymns, for instance, 
tend to have a regular verse-chorus-
verse-chorus organization that is con-
ducive to memorization and congrega-
tional singing. While new songs may 
be appropriate in worship (begging the 
pardon of the exclusive psalmodists), 
modern worship songs are sometimes ir-
regular in their sequencing and therefore 
hard to follow, and the anti-traditional-
ists’ relentless search for something new 
and fresh means that congregations are 
constantly confronted with songs that 
they don’t know and cannot sing. Broad 
participation in worship suffers as wor-

“Tradition reflects the collective 

wisdom—or folly—of the past. 

There are those who see it 

generally as a valuable social 

inheritance, and those who see 

it as a barrier to progress.”
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ship becomes a spectator event at which 
professionals perform.

The placement of a pulpit has been 
a distinctive of Reformed churches for 
hundreds of years. It has signified the 
centrality of the preached Word of God 
in those churches. No, the Bible does 
not specify that there must be a pulpit, 
or that it must be placed front and cen-
ter. But the traditional placement con-
veys the message of historical priorities. 
The traditional-versus-contemporary 
discussion is about more than differing 
tastes and preferences. Tradition com-
municates the lessons of centuries past.

Traditional Parenting
Questions about tradition extend 

outside the church walls. Christian 
parents, wanting to bring their children 
up Biblically and mindful of the errors 
of the Pharisees, may think that a “this 
is how we’ve always done things” is 
inadequate to justify a family practice. 
But what families consider “appropriate” 
attire for church, school, family events, 
and going to the beach is informed by 
a long history of cultural expectations. 
The particular practices that we con-
sider “good manners” or etiquette are 
not generally traceable to a Bible verse 
commanding that specific practice. And 
teenagers, inclined to question parental 
rules and regulations, may protest that a 
parent’s objection to an unusual hair-
style or application of makeup is only a 
groundless whim.

Appeal to tradition, however, is 
perfectly legitimate—so long as that 
tradition does not violate a Biblical 
principle. Parents may not be able to ar-
ticulate moral reasons for their require-
ment that a daughter wear a particular 
kind of dress to a wedding, but the 
requirement embodies something other 
than an unreasoning attachment to the 
past. The requirement is a connection 
to historical, traditional practices that 
command such respect that we humbly 

follow them even when we don’t under-
stand why they exist. The requirement 
is based on a presumption that there is a 
collective wisdom in such cultural prac-
tices; they somehow promote the good 
of the society and would be ignored at 
our peril. 

The Estimable Constraints 
of History

Those who would throw off tra-
ditional constraints must exterminate 
history—the context in which traditions 
are born and preserved. For the young 
person eager to be independent of 
parental constraints, “what your grand-
mother used to say” may be irrelevant, 
merely a piece of family history hauled 
out by parents wishing to add weight to 
an unwanted restriction. This is small-
scale anti-traditionalism, reflected in 
hostility toward historical context and 
the wisdom of elders. But for those who 
have broader plans for social reform, 
history and tradition are provincial relics 
that stand in the way of Progress. These 
must be replaced with what is new, 
modern, and scientific. People who are 
steeped in their history will resist the 
efforts of the social reformer.

R. J. Rushdoony wrote, “History 
… is a road-block to those who wish to 
remake man.”2 Thus, he argued, statist 
educators who wish to exert control over 
a society must destroy history, replac-
ing it with science and reason. “Some 
people do live in the past too much,” 
Rushdoony added, “some live only for 
the moment, and some, most foolish of 
all, think they live only by reason.”3

The economist Friedrich A. Hayek 
pointed out the danger of elevating 
reason and discarding tradition that is 
not well-understood:

The most dangerous state in the growth 
of civilization may well be that in which 
man has come to regard all these beliefs 
as superstitions and refuses to accept 
or to submit to anything which he 

does not rationally understand. The 
rationalist whose reason is not suf-
ficient to teach him those limitations 
of the power of conscious reason, and 
who despises all the institutions and 
customs which have not been con-
sciously designed, would thus become 
the destroyer of the civilization built 
upon them.4

And Blackstone, who argued that 
“reason is corrupt,” noted the impor-
tance of adherence to precedent as a 
collected wisdom of earlier ages:

Not that the particular reason for every 
rule in law can at this distance of time 
be always precisely assigned; but it is 
sufficient that there be nothing in the 
rule flatly contradictory to reason, and 
then the law will presume it to be well 
founded. And it has been an ancient 
observation in the laws of England, 
that whenever a standing rule of law, of 
which the reason perhaps could not be 
remembered or discerned, hath been 
wantonly broke in upon by statutes 
or new resolutions, the wisdom of the 
rule hath in the end appeared from the 
inconveniences that have followed the 
innovation.5

The hazards from poorly considered 
“innovations” are enough to put the 
onus on the reformer to state care-
fully and thoroughly the reasoning for 
deviating from tradition. Blackstone 
continues,

The doctrine of the law then is this: 
that precedents and rules must be fol-
lowed, unless flatly absurd or unjust: 
for though their reason be not obvious 
at first view, yet we owe such deference 
to former times as not to suppose they 
acted wholly without consideration.6

A Conflict of Visions
Economist Thomas Sowell expand-

ed on this idea in his book A Conflict 
of Visions. In it, he explained that there 
are two “visions,” or senses of how the 
world works. These visions are of two 
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basic types, Sowell says: constrained 
and unconstrained. A constrained 
vision is one that sees man as morally 
and intellectually constrained, prone to 
selfishness and not easily improved. The 
unconstrained vision, which is optimis-
tic about human potential, sees man as 
capable of overcoming those constraints 
to design and create a better society.

The unconstrained vision favors 
sophisticated intellectuals who will over-
turn tradition in favor of innovation. 
The constrained vision sees the com-
plexity of society as beyond the capacity 
of any intellectual to understand, so that 
we must rely on customs and traditions 
as guides to behavior. “In the con-
strained vision,” Sowell writes, “where 
knowledge was a multiplicity of experi-
ence too complex for explicit articula-
tion, it was distilled over the generations 
in cultural processes and traits so deeply 
embedded as to be virtually unconscious 
reflexes—widely shared.”7

The Faith of Our Fathers
The Christian view is a blend of 

these two visions. It is partly an uncon-
strained vision. By the work of the Holy 
Spirit, we can achieve an improvement 
in our behavior toward those around us. 
By the light of God’s Word, we can see 
places where ancient cultural practices 
should be changed. But there are con-
straints: our sin natures are with us all 
our lives, and it would be unwise indeed 
to ignore our tendency toward evil. 
Regard for tradition serves as a valuable 
restraint in society, cautioning us from 
thinking too highly of ourselves and our 
modern intellects. And, while the Bible 
clearly trumps tradition if the two come 
into conflict (e.g., Matthew 15:1–9), 
the lessons of history and tradition are 
not to be disregarded. This is seen in the 
respect we should have for those who 
are older, as in I Peter 5:5a: “Likewise, 
you who are younger, be subject to the 
elders,” (the word “elders” used here 

in the sense of an older man, as in I 
Timothy 5:1).

The “faith of our fathers” is embed-
ded in worship practices, creeds and 
confessions, and family practices. It is 
even reflected in civil institutions and 
legal precedents. None of these are per-
fect, and some may need to be radically 
changed. But we should be cautious in 
our reforms. There is value in tradition 
that we may not recognize until it has 
been lost. Christians wishing to build 
a society based on Biblical principles 
would do well to avoid a “revolutionary” 
approach that abandons history in favor 
of the latest innovation. 

Timothy Terrell teaches economics at a 
small liberal arts college in South Carolina. 
Dr. Terrell can be contacted at terrelltd@
marketswork.com.
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7. Thomas Sowell, A Conflict of Visions 
(New York: Basic Books), 42, 43.
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If you are old enough 
to remember better 

times; and if you see 
in our nation today a 
seething mass of sin and 
folly everywhere you 

look—“gay pride” parades, a federal 
government that demands that Chris-
tians pay for other people’s abortions 
and contraception, families dissolving 
as fast as the national economy … Well, 
you probably find yourself wondering, 
over and over again, “How in heaven’s 
name has it ever come to this? How did 
we ever wind up here?”

Kevin Swanson has written a book 
to answer that question.

The short answer is, of course, that 
it took several centuries and a lot of 
hard, persistent work to gut the Chris-
tian culture of the Western world. By 
now, says Swanson, that work is just 
about finished.

“Western civilization is over,” he 
told Chalcedon. “We are living in its last 
age of decline.”

But his book is not about short 
answers.

What Have They Done?
Swanson finds that taking down 

Christendom was a three-step process 
carried out by thinkers “who led the 
Western world to its present state.”  It 
took three hundred years.

The book is structured to reveal 
and analyze this three-step process: how 
apostasy originates with philosophers; 
how it is taken up by such culture-

How the West Was Lost 
Apostasy by Kevin Swanson
(Generations With Vision, 2013) Reviewed by Lee Duigon

B o o k  R e v i e w

shapers as writers, artists, musicians, and 
schoolteachers; and finally enshrined as 
orthodoxy in the liberal arts universities, 
where the next generation of culture-
shapers goes to be trained.

“What I want to capture in this 
book,” Swanson writes, “is the incredi-
ble destructive force leveled by a handful 
of men on the entire Western world.”

Destructive? As the ideas dreamed 
up by this handful of philosophers were 
put into practice by politicians, soldiers, 
and revolutionaries of all kinds, the 
modern age has seen two world wars, a 
multitude of dictators making war on 
their own people and dotting the land-
scape with concentration camps, geno-
cidal campaigns waged against people 
deemed “inferior” for one philosophical 
reason or another, the rise of the drug 
subculture, the weakening of the very 
concept of the family, the global spread 
of AIDS, the global ruling class’s infatu-
ation with homosexuality, imploding 
birth rates—need we say more? And 
all of it hatched from seeds planted by 
the likes of Rousseau, Darwin, Marx, 
Dewey, Sartre, and the rest of Kevin 
Swanson’s rogues gallery.

And many of them were rogues, 
in every sense of the word. Rousseau 
abandoned five children. Darwin was a 
sadist and a hypochondriac. Marx “fully 
intended to destroy mankind and con-
sign the whole world to hell.” Friedrich 
Nietzche ended his days in a madhouse. 
Sartre abused himself with drugs while 
proclaiming, “Hell is other people.” Er-
nest Hemingway, whose mother called 

his writing “filth,” once tried to murder 
his father and, in the end, committed 
suicide. And so on.

These are not smears. They are facts 
collected by Swanson from the historical 
record, and fully documented.

As for those apostates like John 
Dewey, the father of modern public 
education, who managed to lead a long 
and reasonably orderly life, his ideas—
which have done so much to debauch 
our modern world—are not only both 
wicked and counterproductive, but also 
illogical and even silly, flatly defying 
common sense. In this he has plenty of 
company.

Why Did We Listen?
In reading this book, the ques-

tion that rushes to the mind is, “Why 
on earth did anybody ever listen to 
these fools and reprobates?” Dewey, for 
instance, taught that no one can ever 
know anything for sure. If everyone 
knows nothing, does that not necessar-
ily imply that “I, John Dewey, am an 
ignoramus, too”? Why ever should we 
take seriously the ideas of a man who 
virtually confesses that he doesn’t know 
what he’s talking about?

In an interview, Swanson tried to 
answer this question.

“It’s because in the West, people are 
running from God,” he said. “These 
great thinkers offered a pseudo-intellec-
tual means to exit the house of rational-
ity. People listened to them because they 
were ready to listen to them.

“I believe the gentiles of the West 
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became proud, and Romans 11 applies: 
God has lopped off the branch which 
He had grafted onto the tree.”

“Nevertheless,” he added, “even 
while it is being abandoned in the West, 
the gospel is growing elsewhere in the 
world—in Africa, Asia, and even in the 
Middle East.”

Might the cavalry, so to speak, 
someday come charging out of Africa to 
the rescue of the church?

“Amen to that!” he said. “As it is, in 
some of the mainline, failing churches, 
like the worldwide Anglican Commu-
nion, it’s only the delegates and the con-
gregations from Africa that have kept 
the church from plunging headlong into 
full apostasy.”

Swanson fended off some potential 
misunderstandings of his book.

“I’m not trying to tell Christians not 
to read these writings,” he said. “I’m try-
ing to re-introduce their antithesis. I am 
saying, ‘Don’t feed these books to your 
children if they’re not prepared for war.’

“We are engaged in a war of ideas, 
thesis versus antithesis. Your children 
should read the Bible first, and then the 
works of great Christian thinkers like 
Augustine, Luther, and Calvin. Only 
then, after preparation, should we intro-
duce the works of pagans and apostates. 
Otherwise, your children won’t know 
how to answer their arguments.”

In modern secular education, he 
said, “Their goal is always confusion, 
as if all ideas were equal. Their prior-
ity is always quantity over quality. So 
they throw these ideas at children all 
at once—first this, then that, until the 
children don’t know what to think.

“Our children must learn to engage 
in the battle of ideas. But they’re never 
introduced to the war of ideas in the 
classroom, so they don’t even know 
there is a war. They only get the thesis—
secular orthodoxy—never the antithesis. 
They’re only taught the one side of any 

argument.”
Many of these thinkers, Swanson 

said, “offer a mixture of good and bad. 
Much of what Thomas Aquinas wrote 
was good.” Aquinas is criticized in the 
book as “deeply flawed” because he 
tried to reconcile the church to Aristotle 
and humanism, and thus “provided the 
epistemological juggernaut”—that is, 
the idea that man can know things apart 
from God—“that paved the way for hu-
manism and the ruin of faith in Western 
society.” Much the same, he added, can 
be said for John Locke: the philosopher 
whose ideas inspired the Declaration 
of Independence, but who also, writes 
Swanson, “completely betrayed his 
Puritan roots” and “rejected outright the 
doctrine of original sin.” Under Locke’s 
teaching, he writes, “‘In the name of 
God’ [yielded to] ‘We the people.’”

Apostate Literature
Swanson’s book is thorough. Even 

readers who have already devoted much 
thought and study to these matters 
will learn things that they didn’t know 
before.

Speaking for myself, I somehow 
managed to avoid reading such highly-
praised literary monuments as are 
analyzed by Swanson. Nathaniel Haw-
thorne’s The Scarlet Letter, in the mid-
nineteenth century, voices a “psychotic 
hatred” of Puritanism (Hawthorne 
slandered Cotton Mather, for instance, 
by blaming him for the Salem witch tri-
als, when in fact Mather labored to stop 
the trials) and did very much to turn 
the American public against its Puritan 
heritage, and so succeeded in estrang-
ing Americans from a major and vital 
part of their past. The Scarlet Letter has 
long been a staple of public high school 
English teaching. (Happily, my own 
high school skipped it.)

Mark Twain’s Letters from the 
Earth was so virulently atheistic that it 
couldn’t be published until fifty years 

after his death. And in Huckleberry Finn, 
Twain blames Christianity and Chris-
tians for American slavery, when in fact 
the Bible, although it recognizes slavery 
as a universal institution of the ancient 
world, hedges it with restrictions and, 
in the end, provides no justification for 
it at all. Those who, like me, laughed 
heartily while reading Huckleberry Finn, 
might have done well to read with some 
awareness of its sub-text.

John Steinbeck’s prize-winning The 
Grapes of Wrath is a long, drawn-out 
cry of despair and hopelessness—just 
what we might expect from a man who 
hated Christianity and got in trouble, 
as a college student, for disrupting 
chapel services with loud outbursts of 
blasphemy and cursing. And to the 
venerated idiot savant of Massachusetts, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, we owe a legacy 
of radical moral cluelessness. “[T]o 
believe what is true for you” was his great 
teaching—a maxim that is perpetually 
on the lips of every sophomoric ninny 
in America to this day. And I’ll bet you 
didn’t know that John Stuart Mill, glori-
fied throughout my high school and col-
lege education as the father of modern 
liberalism, was the godfather (literally) 
of the twentieth century’s leading atheist 
mountebank, Bertrand Russell.

On and on it goes. It couldn’t have 
been all that much fun to write this 
book, but it was necessary.

Heading for a Fall
So Western civilization is sinking 

into dotage, because ideas like commu-
nism, socialism, radical moral uncertain-
ty, unfettered sodomy, power politics 
as a substitute for virtue, welfarism as 
a substitute for church and family, the 
state as a substitute for God, and mak-
ing governments, corporations, and oth-
er institutions so big, so complicated, so 
expensive, that they collapse under their 
own weight—those ideas simply haven’t 
worked, and never will. Those are the 
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brainchildren of Marx, Neitzche, Rous-
seau, and the rest of the humanist gang, 
and they have brought us to the brink 
of ruin. If it succeeds in doing nothing 
else, Swanson’s book at least succeeds 
in teaching us that lesson. “This may 
be the first time in history,” he writes, 
“in which so many young people are 
influenced to engage in gross immo-
rality by the fantasy world of violent 
games, internet pornography, motion 
pictures, and music”—for the ideas of 
the reprobates, and their consequences, 
have moved out of the universities and 
are now engrained in our culture.

What are we to do about it? What 
can we do? It’s not the purpose of 
Apostasy to answer those questions, but 
Swanson does address them.

As bad as things may look, he 
reminds us, Christ still reigns, and will 
reign, and God is still the sovereign ruler 
of Creation.

Christians, writes Swanson, must 
teach and preach the antithesis of 
humanism. “We could not be more 
optimistic about the possibilities,” he 
adds, predicting that the Christian 
homeschooling population of America 
will soon increase to fifteen million. 
Those are children who have not had 
their minds turned into mush by John 
Dewey’s theories and the teachers’ 
unions’ practices.

“Above all,” he concludes, “we 
will need fathers”—fathers heading 
stable families, fathers seeing to it that 
their children grow up to be as wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves (Matt. 
10:16).

“We must continue to have faith 
and confidence that Christ is king,” he 
said.

“We are living in an age like the 
one that saw the fall of Rome. There 
is bound to be some level of chaos or 
decentralization.”

Indeed, it seems to me, the harder 

the statists try to centralize their insti-
tutions, and wad them together into 
bigger and bigger ones, the great the 
tendency of those super-states and 
super-organizations to break down. 
Hence the rise of small, independent 
news agencies to challenge the great 
networks, bloggers, and people getting 
together, via social media, to resist their 
overreaching rulers.

Swanson agreed. “There are hard 
times coming,” he said, “but it won’t be 
all bad.”

Even so—there were sighs of relief 
heard in many quarters when Rome fell.

We Endorse It!
Apostasy is not easy reading. The 

catalogue of folly and depravity can 
sometimes be rather hard to take. But 
it is vitally necessary to understand how 
our civilization wound up in this mess, 
and Kevin Swanson explains that prob-
lem exhaustively.

We recommend his book whole-
heartedly. By the time this review 
is published, you’ll be able to order 
Apostasy directly from Kevin’s ministry, 
Generations With Vision, http://www.
generationswithvision.com.

Lee Duigon is a Christian free-lance writer 
and contributing editor for Faith for All 
of Life. He has been a newspaper editor 
and reporter and is the author of the Bell 
Mountain series of novels.

Editor’s note: As of this reading in May 
2013, the page numbers in Apostasy had 
not yet been finalized so none are listed in 
this article.
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The priests and 
the Levites had a 

common purpose, the 
service of the Lord. The 
priests were primarily 
centered on sacrifice 

and worship, whereas the Levites had in-
struction as their basic function (Deut. 
33:10). While in the wilderness, the 
care of the sanctuary predominated for 
the Levites. Once they were in Canaan, 
only a small minority were needed for 
sanctuary service; the rest had broader 
duties, basically related to instruction.

In the church today, the division is 
somewhat less clear but is still there. The 
work of the clergy centers on worship, 
but, basic to worship now is preaching, 
a Levitical service. The clergy thus is not 
only the heirs of the priests but also of 
the Levites.

The modern Levites are Christian 
scholars. It is important to note how 
early thinkers and teachers, writers and 
philosophers, were basic to the life of 

The Levitical Tithe
By R. J. Rushdoony

F r o m  t h e  F o u n d e r

the early church. The surviving litera-
ture of the church fathers tells us how 
important scholarship was to the early 
church. The pagan scholars were not 
connected with the various temples to 
the pagan gods. They were tutors to the 
wealthy and had only contempt for the 
common man. The ideas represented by 
Plato’s Republic, the manipulation and 
total control of most people by philos-
opher-kings, were common to pagan 
thinkers. Scholarship was an adjunct 
to aristocracy, and was not a religious 
function.

Thus the support of scholarship by 
Christians was a remarkable develop-
ment in the world’s history. It is worth 
noting that the Reformation was the 
work of Christian scholars.

In this text, we are told, first, that 
the tithe was to be paid normally, in 
whatever form it was given, to the Lev-
ites. These gifts were holy and belonged 
to God for the work of His Kingdom. 
To misuse the tithe was to “pollute the 

holy things of the children of Israel,” 
and it would bring God’s judgment of 
death (v. 32). Second, the Levites were 
in turn to tithe the people’s tithe to the 
priests or sanctuary, for the purpose of 
furthering worship. If what the Levites 
received was in the form of ranch and 
farm products, the best of the tenth 
had to go for worship, with nine tenths 
retained for Levitical purposes. 

When Jesus and Paul required the 
support of the servants of God, they had 
reference to this law (Matt. 10:9–10; 1 
Cor. 9:3–10, 16:2).

The observations of James Philip 
on this text are excellent. First, in God’s 
plan everything depends on this fact 
of tithing. It provides the funding for 
a variety of activities, worship, health, 
education, and welfare, and also scholar-
ship. The tithe is God’s tax, the rent 
which is His due, but no man or institu-
tion is empowered to collect it. Thus, a 
people get the kind of society they pay for 
in their tithing. “It is plain to see that 

(Reprinted from Numbers [Vallecito, CA; Ross House Books, 2006], 211–214.)

25. And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
26. Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I 
have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the LORD, 
even a tenth part of the tithe.
27. And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of the threshingfloor, 
and as the fulness of the winepress.
28. Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto the LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive of the 
children of Israel; and ye shall give thereof the LORD’s heave offering to Aaron the priest.
29. Out of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, even the 
hallowed part thereof out of it.
30. Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best thereof from it, then it shall be 
counted unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of the winepress.
31. And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it is your reward for your service in the 
tabernacle of the congregation.
32. And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, when ye have heaved from it the best of it: neither shall ye pollute 
the holy things of the children of Israel, lest ye die. (Numbers 18:25–32)
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everything in the Israelite economy re-
ally depended on the principle of tithing 
being adopted and strictly adhered to. 
Only thus would the system work.” The 
alternative to a tithing society is a tyrant 
state and its oppressive taxation.

Second, “the spiritual impoverish-
ment” of our time is due to the failure 
to tithe. Men seem to prefer the Internal 
Revenue Service and its power-state to 
tithing and a free society.

Third, in Philip’s telling words,

The significance of the tithe is that it 
is similar in principle to the institution 
of the Sabbath day of rest. Israel was to 
keep the Sabbath day holy and devote 
it entirely to God as a symbol that all 
days belonged to Him. In the same 
way the tithe is the symbol that all we 
have is the Lord’s; to practice tithing 
is therefore a standing witness of our 
recognition that this is so.1

Both the tithe and the Sabbath tell 
us to rest in the Lord and in confidence 
that His government alone gives us 
peace and prosperity.

Then, fourth, the subject of tithing 
is referred to in Deuteronomy 12:6, 11 
and 26:12, and Deuteronomy was used 
in the instruction of children. The tithe 
is important to shaping the future, and 
therefore children need to be taught its 
necessity.

We can add, fifth, that a non-tithing 
culture is a dying one, because it does 
not provide for its future under God. 
Christendom has been unique in world 
history, in that Christian scholarship 
has again and again revived culture by 
providing a framework for the future. 
When we look at the modern academic 
community at its best, we see men who 
are able critics, analysts, and historians, 
but their orientation is to the past and 
to the present. They are more than in-
competent in their views of the future.

No other religion or culture has ever 
had any provision resembling this. The 

magi or wise men of Babylon were state-
trained and state-controlled experts in 
various fields. The purpose of their work 
was to serve the state.

The quick rise of scholarship in the 
early church has not received sufficient 
attention. Paul says of Christ’s purpose 
for His people,

11. And he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;

12. For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ. 
(Eph. 4:11–12)

The word prophet means one who 
speaks for God, one who enlightens 
us to see things in God’s perspective. 
A teacher, didaskalos, is an instructor, 
master, doctor, or teacher. The early 
church thus had its doctors or teachers 
who were philosophers, theologians, 
historians, and so on. These were men 
supported by the believers.

In ancient China, and until recently, 
various scholars, Confucians especially, 
were state officials, and all scholarship 
was state oriented and state governed. 
This has been the pattern wherever in 

any culture we find scholars. The excep-
tion has been ancient Israel and, since 
Christ’s day in particular, Christendom.

The Levites were not allowed to 
neglect worship. They had to tithe and 
thereby witness to the priority of the 
worship of God; the top tenth of the 
tithe to them had to go for worship. But 
nine tenths remained with the Levites in 
order to further the dominion mandate 
of the faith. Whether in the area of 
knowledge, agriculture, science, and in 
all things else, we are required to exercise 
dominion (Gen. 1:26–28).

Without the tithe, without the sup-
port of Christian scholarship, we get at 
best a static society, and static societies 
are very prone to decay and collapse.

The purpose of Christian scholar-
ship should be to clarify our vision of 
the past and present, to make clear 
God’s requirements of us, to further 
our knowledge in every sphere, to give 
freedom for the exercise of the arts and 
sciences under God, and much, much 
more.

Without the tithe and the provision 
for the Christian teacher and scholar, a 
moral paralysis overtakes the church and 
society. This century has seen the moral 
paralysis of men and nations. The crisis 
will not go away automatically; no 
historical pendulum swings men and 
nations back into health when they are 
willfully committing suicide. The crisis 
deepens daily, and the popular solu-
tions are more and more ridiculous and 
inane. We have bought disaster; we will 
have nothing unless we turn to God’s 
law and way.

1. James Philip, Numbers: The Communica-
tor’s Commentary (Waco, TX: Word Books, 
1987), 212.1

“The modern Levites are 

Christian scholars. It is 

important to note how early 

thinkers and teachers, writers 

and philosophers, were basic 

to the life of the early church. 

The surviving literature of the 

church fathers tells us how 

important scholarship was to 

the early church. “
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The history of Israel in the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with 

hearts hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained authorities. 

They were slaves, not an army. They would recognize the tyranny of 

Pharaoh but disregard the servant-leadership of Moses. God would judge 

the generation He led out of captivity, while training a new generation to 

conquer Canaan.

The book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations. 

The rebellious in Israel are judged incessantly while a census is taken 

to number the armies of Israel according to their tribes. This was an 

assessment of strength and a means to encourage the younger generation to 

view themselves as God’s army and not Pharaoh’s slaves.
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Seizure and Property
By R. J. Rushdoony

(Reprinted from A Word in Season, Vol. 3 [Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 2011], 23-25.)

The history of words sometimes tells us much about the history of man. The word 
“seizure” is a good example. Originally, the word “seizure” was a legal term for 

ownership. “Seize” meant legal possession, and “seizing” or “seisin” meant in early 
English law possession with quiet enjoyment. In common law “seizen in deed” means 
actual possession, and “seizing in law” means the right of present possession.

Now, of course, “seize” means to confiscate, to take possession by force. The 
word has thus come to mean its exact opposite, changing from the ownership of property to the 
confiscation by force of something or anything. 

The history of the change in the meaning of this English word is a complex one, but basically 
it tells us this: the law, which should have confirmed a man in his “seizing,” began to rob a man of 
his property. The lords and kings of England worked too often to dispossess by law a man from his 
property, and the law of “seizing” became a law of seizure in the modern sense. The change in the 
meaning of the word thus tells us of a change in the life of the kingdom.

Behind that change was a spiritual change. The Renaissance and its humanism destroyed the 
old sense of Christian responsibility and law, so that, in terms of Judges 21:25, because Christ was 
not King in the hearts of men, “every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” The result 
was a rapid decline of honesty and godliness in every area of life and, lacking moral restraints, 
men began to exploit one another. Those who had the power to use the courts to do so began 
to confiscate the property of other men, so that the very legal term for ownership came to mean 
confiscation.

We are drifting closer to such a condition daily. To be a property owner is to be the target of 
confiscatory taxes, crime, and hostility. Men who are professed “peace lovers” are increasingly also 
bombers and rioters. Men who claim to believe in a religion of love are most likely to spout hatred. 
Good words are used as a cover for evil ends, and peace may come to mean war someday, if this 
trend continues.

No reform movement can change these things more than superficially. Only Christ can change 
the hearts of men, and Christ will not rule a man who will not be His absolute possession. Christ is 
not merely a resource or a power for men to rely on but an absolute Lord and King who claims and 
seizes us as His property. If we are His, we must obey His law and serve His Kingdom. We are then 
not our own, for we “are bought with a price” by Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 6:20). He made us so that we 
and all creation are His property. By His redemption, we are doubly His.

If we are guilty of seizure in the modern sense, that is, if we have taken our lives as our own, 
to be lived apart from Christ, can we expect our world to show respect for our property when 
we ourselves rob God of His due? When we restore ourselves, our homes, churches, schools, civil 
government, and all things else to God the King, then God will restore to us what is our due 
property.
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Numbers constitute the second part 
based upon the exodus from Egypt and 
the covenant at Sinai, and its auxiliary 
additions, establishing the Adat Bnai 
Israel or the Israeli Congregation. The 
third part, Deuteronomy, is a summari-
zation and reinstatement of the second 
under the changed conditions of perma-
nent settlement in the land of Israel.”7

Under the Pentateuch’s conditions 
of government, God tells Israel to go 
in and possess what is rightfully theirs 
by covenant inheritance. They were 
not to fear, but rather were to go in 
the strength and power of the Lord in 
the full assurance of faith, with tenac-
ity, resolve, and courage. This was their 
commission and glory. 

Rev. Paul Michael Raymond is the pastor of 
the Reformed Bible Church in Appomattox, 
VA, and founder of the Institute for 
Theonomic Reformation (www.hisglory.us).

1. Daniel J. Elazar, Covenant and Polity 
in Biblical Israel: Biblical Foundations and 
Jewish Expressions (New Brunswick, NJ: 
Transaction Publications, 1995) See http://
www.jcpa.org/dje/books/ct-vol1-int.htm
2. Ibid.
3. Daniel J. Elazar, Covenant as a Political 
Concept, http://www.jcpa.org/dje/books/ct-
vol1-ch1.htm
4. Ibid.
5. Rousas John Rushdoony, Hebrews, James 
& Jude (Vallecito, CA: Ross House Books, 
2001), 16–17.
6. Daniel J. Elazar, Deuteronomy as Israel’s 
Ancient Constitution: Some Preliminary Re-
flections, http://www.jcpa.org/dje/articles2/
deut-const.htm
7. Daniel J. Elazar, Covenant and Polity in 
Biblical Israel.
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fellowship through obedience. We must 
preach both faith and faithfulness.

As the second person of the triune 
God, Jesus spoke of the entire Word 
when He said, “If you love me, keep my 
commandments,” (John 14:15; see also 
v. 21; 15:10) and “whosoever shall do 
and teach them, the same shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
5:19).

two subsequent issues of FFAOL where Dr. 
Fugate exposits Exodus 30:11–16 and its 
parallels. Dr. Fugate compellingly argues 
that this commandment remains an ac-
tive part of the law that Christians are to 
establish (Rom. 3:31), notwithstanding our 
ignorance and neglect of it (or even our 
open hostility to it). The modern lust for 
credibility blinds us to the reality that being 
friends with the world makes us the enemy 
of God (James 4:4). We consequently resist 
entering into the radical multi-generational 
work He commends to us, preferring theo-
logical posturing that reeks of irresponsiblity 
from one end to the other – an option that’s 
inherently popular (2 Tim. 4:3). 
2. R. J. Rushdoony, Commentaries on the 
Pentateuch: Exodus (Vallecito, CA: Ross 
House Books, 2004), 207.
3. Even after paying these astronomical 
amounts (and incurring debt to cover what 
isn’t extracted directly by taxation, and 
debauching our currency to cover the rest), 
the nation is unable to cure poverty among 
its people. Under Biblical law, poverty is 
eradicated completely without resorting to 
institutional means. Institutional solutions 
proceeding from the state only worsen 
poverty: it is a “war” we’ve lost because we 
in our arrogance rejected God’s solution for 
it. See R. J. Rushdoony and E. A. Powell’s 
discussion in the Chalcedon publication, 
Tithing and Dominion.
4. One should add that this process extends 
to other areas as well, e.g., health insurance, 
as exemplified so powerfully by the work of 
Samaritan Ministries. Note also that in the 

days of the early church, abortion entailed 
abandonment of newborns under bridges to 
die of exposure or predators. The Christians 
rescued the infants and raised them as their 
own. Dr. Rushdoony declared that the early 
church’s response to Rome’s barbarity rep-
resented Christian self-government with a 
vengeance—something which we need now 
more than ever.
5. R. J. Rushdoony consistently repudi-
ated calls for the radical overthrow of social 
programs when no Christian alternatives 
had been successfully put in place to take 
up the resulting slack. He also rejected all 
calls for a tax revolt. He held that high taxes 
are a consequence, a symptom, an effect, of 
the collapse of Christian self-government, 
and they can only be rolled back when the 
root cause is addressed. To think otherwise 
constitutes moral insanity. 
6. The key to this is the Holy Spirit’s work 
through the gospel, bringing in the trans-
formative power of “regeneration, not 
revolution” (as Rushdoony insisted).  Here 
are just a few of the Biblical applications 
already covered in detail over the last 48 
years by Chalcedon’s writers that point “the 
way out” to us: homeschooling, providing 
church courts, observing the poor tithe, 
observing the Biblical limits on long-term 
debt, observing the land Sabbaths, return-
ing lost animals to their owners, abolishing 
limited liability corporation status, restoring 
a biblical doctrine of national defense, mov-
ing toward sound money, and implementing 
daily payment of workers. The last example 
is interesting because under God’s law, there 
is no massive paperwork burden involved 
in paying workers daily as required by Lev. 
19:13 (which teaches that payment on any 
longer timeframe constitutes robbery and 
defrauding of the laborer, inasmuch as the 
earnings are actually his property, not his 
employer’s property, yet it’s the employer 
who collects the interest on it). I’d also rec-
ommend getting rid of your television, but 
that’s just me talking. If you can faithfully 
build God’s Kingdom, rule your family, 
storm the gates of hell, and still have time 
to watch television, you’re a better Christian 
than I am, and I applaud you for it. We 
need a lot more like you!
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Biblical Law

The Institute of Biblical Law (In three volumes, by R. J. Rushdoony) Volume I
Biblical Law is a plan for dominion under God, whereas its rejection is to 
claim dominion on man’s terms. The general principles (commandments) 
of the law are discussed as well as their specific applications (case law) in 
Scripture. Many consider this to be the author’s most important work.

Hardback, 890 pages, indices, $50.00

Or, buy Vol’s 1 and 2 and receive Vol. 3 FREE!
All 3 for only $80.00 (A savings of $30 off the $110.00 

retail price)

Volume II, Law and Society
The relationship of Biblical Law to communion and community, the 
sociology of the Sabbath, the family and inheritance, and much more are 
covered in the second volume. Contains an appendix by Herbert Titus.

Hardback, 752 pages, indices, $35.00

Volume III, The Intent of the Law
After summarizing the case laws, the author illustrates how the law is for our 
good, and makes clear the difference between the sacrificial laws and those 
that apply today.

Hardback, 252 pages, indices, $25.00

The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 (La Institución de la Ley Bíblica, Tomo 1)
Spanish version. Great for reaching the Spanish-speaking community.

Hardback, 912 pages, indices, $40.00

Ten Commandments for Today (DVD)
This 12-part DVD collection contains an in-depth 
interview with the late Dr. R. J. Rushdoony on the 
application of God’s law to our modern world. Each 
commandment is covered in detail as Dr. Rushdoony 
challenges the humanistic remedies that have obviously 
failed. Only through God’s revealed will, as laid down in 

the Bible, can the standard for righteous living be found. Rushdoony silences 
the critics of Christianity by outlining the rewards of obedience as well as 
the consequences of disobedience to God’s Word. Includes 12 segments: an 
introduction, one segment on each commandment, and a conclusion.

2 DVDs, $30.00

Law and Liberty
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work examines various areas of life 
from a Biblical perspective. Every area of life must be brought 
under the dominion of Christ and the government of God’s 
Word.

Paperback, 212 pages, $9.00

In Your Justice
By Edward J. Murphy. The implications of God’s law over the 
life of man and society.

Booklet, 36 pages, $2.00

The World Under God’s Law
A tape series by R. J. Rushdoony. Five areas of life are considered in the light 
of Biblical Law- the home, the church, government, economics, and the 
school.

5 cassette tapes, RR418ST-5, $15.00

Faith and Obedience: An Introduction to Biblical Law
R. J. Rushdoony reveals that to be born again means that 
where you were once governed by your own word and 
spirit, you are now totally governed by God’s Word and 
Spirit. This is because every word of God is a binding 
word. Our money, our calling, our family, our sexuality, 
our political life, our economics, our sciences, our art, 
and all things else must be subject to God’s Word and 

requirements. Taken from the introduction in The Institutes of Biblical Law 
(foreword by Mark Rushdoony). Great for sharing with others.

Paperback, 31 pages, index, $3.00
*Buy Pack of 50 “Faith and Obedience” for only $45.00 (Retails $150.00)

Education

The Philosophy of the Christian Curriculum
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian School represents 
a break with humanistic education, but, too often, the 
Christian educator carries the state’s humanism with him. 
A curriculum is not neutral: it’s either a course in 
humanism or training in a God-centered faith and life.

Paperback, 190 pages, index, $16.00

The Harsh Truth about Public Schools
By Bruce Shortt. This book combines a sound Biblical 
basis, rigorous research, straightforward, easily read 
language, and eminently sound reasoning. It is a 
thoroughly documented description of the inescapably 
anti-Christian thrust of any governmental school system 
and the inevitable results: moral relativism (no fixed 
standards), academic dumbing down, far-left programs, 

near absence of discipline, and the persistent but pitiable rationalizations 
offered by government education professionals.

Paperback, 464 pages, $22.00

Intellectual Schizophrenia
By R. J. Rushdoony. Dr. Rushdoony predicted that the 
humanist system, based on anti-Christian premises of 
the Enlightenment, could only get worse. He knew that 
education divorced from God and from all transcendental 
standards would produce the educational disaster and 
moral barbarism we have today.

Paperback, 150 pages, index, $17.00

The Messianic Character of American Education
By R. J. Rushdoony. From Mann to the present, the state 
has used education to socialize the child. The school’s basic 
purpose, according to its own philosophers, is not education 
in the traditional sense of the 3 R’s. Instead, it is to promote 
“democracy” and “equality,” not in their legal or civic sense, 
but in terms of the engineering of a socialized citizenry. Such 
men saw themselves and the school in messianic terms. This 

book was instrumental in launching the Christian school and homeschool 
movements.

Hardback, 410 pages, index, $20.00

Chalcedon Catalog
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Mathematics: Is God Silent?
By James Nickel. This book revolutionizes the prevailing 
understanding and teaching of math. It will serve as a 
solid refutation for the claim, often made in court, that 
mathematics is one subject which cannot be taught from a 
distinctively Biblical perspective.

Revised and enlarged 2001 edition, Paperback, 408 pages, $24.00

The Foundations of Christian Scholarship 
Edited by Gary North. These are essays developing the 
implications and meaning of the philosophy of Dr. 
Cornelius Van Til for every area of life. The chapters explore 
the implications of Biblical faith for a variety of disciplines.

Paperback, 355 pages, indices, $24.00

The Victims of Dick and Jane
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. America’s most effective critic 
of public education shows us how America’s public schools 
were remade by educators who used curriculum to create 
citizens suitable for their own vision of a utopian socialist 
society. This collection of essays will show you how and 
why America’s public education declined.

Paperback, 266 pages, index, $22.00

Revolution via Education
By Samuel L. Blumenfeld. Blumenfeld gets to the root of 
our crisis: our spiritual state and the need for an explicitly 
Christian form of education. Blumenfeld leaves nothing 
uncovered. He examines the men, methods, and means to 
the socialist project to transform America into an outright 
tyranny by scientific controllers.

Paperback, 189 pages, index, $20.00

Lessons Learned From Years of Homeschooling
By Andrea Schwartz. After nearly a quarter century of 
homeschooling her children, Andrea experienced both the 
accomplishments and challenges that come with being a 
homeschooling mom. Discover the potential rewards of 
making the world your classroom and God’s Word the 
foundation of everything you teach.

Paperback, 107 pages, index, $14.00

The Homeschool Life: Discovering God’s Way 
to Family-Based Education
By Andrea Schwartz. This book offers sage advice 
concerning key aspects of homeschooling and gives 
practical insights for parents as they seek to provide a 
Christian education for their children.

Paperback, 143 pages, index, $17.00

Teach Me While My Heart Is Tender: Read Aloud Stories of 
Repentance and Forgiveness
Andrea Schwartz compiled three stories drawn from her 
family-life experiences to help parents teach children how 
the faith applies to every area of life. They confront the 
ugly reality of sin, the beauty of godly repentance, and the 
necessity of forgiveness. The stories are meant to be read 
by parents and children together. The interactions and 

discussions that will follow serve to draw families closer together.

Paperback, 61 pages, index, $10.00

Alpha-Phonics: A Primer for Beginning Readers
By Sam Blumenfeld. Provides parents, teachers and tutors 
with a sensible, logical, easy-to-use system for teaching 
reading. The Workbook teaches our alphabetic system 
- with its 26 letters and 44 sounds - in the following 
sequence: First, the alphabet, then the short vowels and 
consonants, the consonant digraphs, followed by the 

consonant blends, and finally the long vowels in their variety of spellings and 
our other vowels. It can also be used as a supplement to any other reading 
program being used in the classroom. Its systematic approach to teaching 
basic phonetic skills makes it particularly valuable to programs that lack such 
instruction.

Spiralbound, 180 pages, $25.00

American History & the Constitution

This Independent Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. Important insight into American 
history by one who could trace American development 
in terms of the Christian ideas which gave it direction. 
These essays will greatly alter your understanding of, and 
appreciation for, American history. 

Paperback, 163 pages, index, $17.00

The Nature of the American System
By R. J. Rushdoony. Originally published in 1965, these 
essays were a continuation of the author’s previous work, 
This Independent Republic, and examine the interpretations 
and concepts which have attempted to remake and rewrite 
America’s past and present.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Influence of Historic Christianity on Early America
By Archie P. Jones. Early America was founded upon the 
deep, extensive influence of Christianity inherited from 
the medieval period and the Protestant Reformation. That 
priceless heritage was not limited to the narrow confines 
of the personal life of the individual, nor to ecclesiastical 
structure. Christianity positively and predominately 
(though not perfectly) shaped culture, education, science, 

literature, legal thought, legal education, political thought, law, politics, 
charity, and missions.

Booklet, 88 pages, $6.00

Biblical Faith and American History
By R. J. Rushdoony. America was a break with the 
neoplatonic view of religion that dominated the medieval 
church. The Puritans and other groups saw Scripture as 
guidance for every area of life because they viewed its 
author as the infallible Sovereign over every area.

Pamplet, 12 pages, $1.00

The United States: A Christian Republic
By R. J. Rushdoony. The author demolishes the modern 
myth that the United States was founded by deists or 
humanists bent on creating a secular republic.

Pamplet, 7 pages, $1.00
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The Future of the Conservative Movement
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. The Future of the Conservative 
Movement explores the history, accomplishments 
and decline of the conservative movement, and 
lays the foundation for a viable substitute to today’s 
compromising, floundering conservatism. 

Booklet, 67 pages, $6.00

The Late Great GOP and the Coming Realignment
By Colonel V. Doner. For more than three decades, most 
Christian conservatives in the United States have hitched 
their political wagon to the plodding elephant of the 
Republican Party. This work is a call to arms for those 
weary of political vacillation and committed more firmly 
than ever to the necessity of a truly Christian social order.

Booklet, 75 pages, $6.00

American History to 1865 - NOW ON CD!
By R. J. Rushdoony. The most theologically complete 
assessment of early American history available—ideal 
for students. Rushdoony describes not just the facts 
of history, but the leading motives and movements in 
terms of the thinking of the day. Set includes 36 audio 
CDs, teacher’s guide, student’s guide, plus a bonus CD 
featuring PDF copies of each guide for further use.

Disc 1 Motives of Discovery & Exploration I
Disc 2 Motives of Discovery & Exploration II
Disc 3 Mercantilism
Disc 4 Feudalism, Monarchy & Colonies/ The Fairfax Resolves 1-8
Disc 5 The Fairfax Resolves 9-24
Disc 6 The Declaration of Independence & Articles of Confederation
Disc 7 George Washington: A Biographical Sketch
Disc 8 The U. S. Constitution, I
Disc 9 The U. S. Constitution, II
Disc 10 De Toqueville on Inheritance & Society
Disc 11 Voluntary Associations & the Tithe
Disc 12 Eschatology & History
Disc 13 Postmillennialism & the War of Independence
Disc 14 The Tyranny of the Majority
Disc 15 De Toqueville on Race Relations in America
Disc 16 The Federalist Administrations
Disc 17 The Voluntary Church, I
Disc 18 The Voluntary Church, II
Disc 19 The Jefferson Administration, the Tripolitan War & the War of 1812
Disc 20 The Voluntary Church on the Frontier, I
Disc 21 Religious Voluntarism & the Voluntary Church on the Frontier, II
Disc 22 The Monroe & Polk Doctrines
Disc 23 Voluntarism & Social Reform
Disc 24 Voluntarism & Politics
Disc 25 Chief Justice John Marshall: Problems of Political Voluntarism
Disc 26 Andrew Jackson: His Monetary Policy
Disc 27 The Mexican War of 1846 / Calhoun’s Disquisition
Disc 28 De Toqueville on Democratic Culture
Disc 29 De Toqueville on Individualism
Disc 30 Manifest Destiny
Disc 31 The Coming of the Civil War
Disc 32 De Toqueville on the Family/ 
 Aristocratic vs. Individualistic Cultures
Disc 33 De Toqueville on Democracy & Power
Disc 34 The Interpretation of History, I
Disc 35 The Interpretation of History, II
Disc 36 The American Indian (Bonus Disc)
Disc 37 Documents: Teacher/Student Guides, Transcripts

37 discs in album, Set of “American History to 1865”, $140.00

World History

Re-Release on CD! … A Christian Survey 
of World History - By R. J. Rushdoony
Includes 12 audio CDs, full text supporting the 
lectures, review questions, discussion questions, 
and an answer key.

The purpose of a study of history is to shape the 
future. Too much of history teaching centers 
upon events, persons, or ideas as facts but does 
not recognize God’s providential hand in judging 

humanistic man in order to build His Kingdom. History is God-ordained 
and presents the great battle between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom 
of Man. History is full of purpose—each Kingdom has its own goal for the 
end of history, and those goals are in constant conflict. A Christian Survey of 
World History can be used as a stand-alone curriculum, or as a supplement 
to a study of world history.

Disc 1 Time and History: Why History is Important
Disc 2 Israel, Egypt, and the Ancient Near East
Disc 3 Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Jesus Christ
Disc 4 The Roman Republic
Disc 5 The Early Church & Byzantium
Disc 6 Islam & The Frontier Age
Disc 7 New Humanism or Medieval Period
Disc 8 The Reformation
Disc 9 Wars of Religion – So Called & The Thirty Years War
Disc 10 France: Louis XIV through Napoleon
Disc 11 England: The Puritans through Queen Victoria
Disc 12 20th Century: The Intellectual – Scientific Elite

12 CDs, full text, review and discussion questions, $90.00

The Biblical Philosophy of History
By R. J. Rushdoony. For the orthodox Christian who 
grounds his philosophy of history on the doctrine of 
creation, the mainspring of history is God. Time rests 
on the foundation of eternity, on the eternal decree of 
God. Time and history therefore have meaning because 
they were created in terms of God’s perfect and totally 
comprehensive plan. The humanist faces a meaningless 
world in which he must strive to create and establish 

meaning. The Christian accepts a world which is totally meaningful and in 
which every event moves in terms of God’s purpose.

Paperback, 138 pages, $22.00

James I: The Fool as King
By Otto Scott. In this study, Otto Scott writes about one 
of the “holy” fools of humanism who worked against the 
faith from within. This is a major historical work and 
marvelous reading.

Hardback, 472 pages, $20.00
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Church History

The “Atheism” of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Early Christians were called 
“heretics” and “atheists” when they denied the gods of 
Rome, in particular the divinity of the emperor and 
the statism he embodied in his personality cult. These 
Christians knew that Jesus Christ, not the state, was 
their Lord and that this faith required a different kind of 
relationship to the state than the state demanded. 

Paperback, 64 pages, $12.00

The Foundations of Social Order: Studies in the Creeds 
and Councils of the Early Church
By R. J. Rushdoony. Every social order rests on a creed, 
on a concept of life and law, and represents a religion in 
action. The basic faith of a society means growth in terms 
of that faith. The life of a society is its creed; a dying 
creed faces desertion or subversion readily. Because of its 
indifference to its creedal basis in Biblical Christianity, 

western civilization is today facing death and is in a life and death struggle 
with humanism.

Paperback, 197 pages, index, $16.00

The Relevance of the Reformed Faith 
(Conference CD Set)
The 2007 Chalcedon Foundation Fall 
Conference. If the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is to bring transformation to this world, 
it must return without compromise to the tenets 
of the Reformed faith. The man-centered gospel 

of the modern church is wreaking havoc on Christian civilization as we are 
witnessing the fallout of revivalism, individualism, pietism, and retreatism. 
Only the God-centered theology of the Reformation applied to every area of 
life can supply the resources necessary for building Christian civilization.

Disc One: An Introduction to Biblical Law - Mark Rushdoony
Disc Two: The Great Commission - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc Three: Cromwell Done Right! - Dr. Joe Morecraft
Disc Four: The Power of Applied Calvinism - Martin Selbrede
Disc Five: The Powerlessness of Pietism - Martin Selbrede
Disc Six: Thy Commandment is Exceedingly Broad - Martin Selbrede
Disc Seven: Dualistic Spirituality vs. Obedience - Mark Rushdoony 

7 CDs, $56.00

Philosophy

The Death of Meaning
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern philosophy has sought 
to explain man and his thought process without 
acknowledging God, His revelation, or man’s sin. 
Philosophers who rebel against God are compelled to 
abandon meaning itself, for they possess neither the 
tools nor the place to anchor it. The works of darkness 
championed by philosophers past and present need to be 

exposed and reproved. In this volume, Dr. Rushdoony clearly enunciates 
each major philosopher’s position and its implications, identifies the 
intellectual and moral consequences of each school of thought, and traces 
the dead-end to which each naturally leads.

Paperback, 180 pages, index, $18.00

The Word of Flux: Modern Man and the Problem of 
Knowledge
By R. J. Rushdoony. Modern man has a problem with 
knowledge. He cannot accept God’s Word about the 
world or anything else, so anything which points to God 
must be called into question. This book will lead the 
reader to understand that this problem of knowledge 
underlies the isolation and self-torment of modern man. 

Can you know anything if you reject God and His revelation? This book 
takes the reader into the heart of modern man’s intellectual dilemma.

Paperback, 127 pages, indices, $19.00

To Be As God: A Study of Modern Thought Since the Marquis 
De Sade
By R. J. Rushdoony. This monumental work is a series 
of essays on the influential thinkers and ideas in modern 
times such as Marquis De Sade, Shelley, Byron, Marx, 
Whitman, and Nietzsche. Reading this book will help you 
understand the need to avoid the syncretistic blending of 
humanistic philosophy with the Christian faith.

Paperback, 230 pages, indices, $21.00

By What Standard?
By R. J. Rushdoony. An introduction into the problems 
of Christian philosophy. It focuses on the philosophical 
system of Dr. Cornelius Van Til, which in turn is founded 
upon the presuppositions of an infallible revelation in 
the Bible and the necessity of Christian theology for all 
philosophy. This is Rushdoony’s foundational work on 
philosophy.

Hardback, 212 pages, index, $14.00

The One and the Many: 
Studies in the Philosophy of Order and Ultimacy
By R. J. Rushdoony. This work discusses the problem 
of understanding unity vs. particularity, oneness vs. 
individuality. “Whether recognized or not, every argument 
and every theological, philosophical, political, or any other 
exposition is based on a presupposition about man, God, 
and society—about reality. This presupposition rules and 

determines the conclusion; the effect is the result of a cause. And one such 
basic presupposition is with reference to the one and the many.” The author 
finds the answer in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

Paperback, 375 pages, index, $26.00

The Flight from Humanity: A Study of the Effect of 
Neoplatonism on Christianity
By R. J. Rushdoony. Neoplatonism presents man’s 
dilemma as a metaphysical one, whereas Scripture presents 
it as a moral problem. Basing Christianity on this false 
Neoplatonic idea will always shift the faith from the 
Biblical perspective. The ascetic quest sought to take 
refuge from sins of the flesh but failed to address the 

reality of sins of the heart and mind. In the name of humility, the ascetics 
manifested arrogance and pride. This pagan idea of spirituality entered the 
church and is the basis of some chronic problems in Western civilization.

Paperback, 84 pages, $13.00
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Psychology
Politics of Guilt and Pity
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the foreword by Steve Schlissel: 
“Rushdoony sounds the clarion call of liberty for all who 
remain oppressed by Christian leaders who wrongfully 
lord it over the souls of God’s righteous ones.… I pray that 
the entire book will not only instruct you in the method 
and content of a Biblical worldview, but actually bring you 
further into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

Those who walk in wisdom’s ways become immune to the politics of guilt 
and pity.”

Hardback, 371 pages, index, $20.00

Revolt Against Maturity
By. R. J. Rushdoony. The Biblical doctrine of psychology is 
a branch of theology dealing with man as a fallen creature 
marked by a revolt against maturity. Man was created a 
mature being with a responsibility to dominion and cannot 
be understood from the Freudian child, nor the Darwinian 
standpoint of a long biological history. Man’s history 
is a short one filled with responsibility to God. Man’s 

psychological problems are therefore a resistance to responsibility, i.e. a revolt 
against maturity.

Hardback, 334 pages, index, $18.00

Freud
By R. J. Rushdoony. For years this compact examination 
of Freud has been out of print. And although both Freud 
and Rushdoony have passed on, their ideas are still very 
much in collision. Freud declared war upon guilt and 
sought to eradicate the primary source of Western guilt 
— Christianity.  Rushdoony shows conclusively the error 
of Freud’s thought and the disastrous consequences of his 

influence in society. 

Paperback, 74 pages, $13.00

The Cure of Souls: 
Recovering the Biblical Doctrine of Confession
By R. J. Rushdoony. In The Cure of Souls: Recovering 
the Biblical Doctrine of Confession, R. J. Rushdoony cuts 
through the misuse of Romanism and modern psychology 
to restore the doctrine of confession to a Biblical 
foundation—one that is covenantal and Calvinistic. 
Without a true restoration of Biblical confession, the 

Christian’s walk is impeded by the remains of sin. This volume is an effort in 
reversing this trend.

Hardback, 320 pages with index, $26.00

Science

The Mythology of Science
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book is about the religious 
nature of evolutionary thought, how these religious 
presuppositions underlie our modern intellectual paradigm, 
and how they are deferred to as sacrosanct by institutions 
and disciplines far removed from the empirical sciences. 
The “mythology” of modern science is its religious devotion 
to the myth of evolution.

Paperback, 134 pages, $17.00

Alive: An Enquiry into the Origin and Meaning of Life
By Dr. Magnus Verbrugge, M.D. This study is of major 
importance as a critique of scientific theory, evolution, 
and contemporary nihilism in scientific thought. Dr. 
Verbrugge, son-in-law of the late Dr. H. Dooyeweerd and 
head of the Dooyeweerd Foundation, applies the insights 
of Dooyeweerd’s thinking to the realm of science. Animism 
and humanism in scientific theory are brilliantly discussed.

Paperback, 159 pages, $14.00

Creation According to the Scriptures
Edited by P. Andrew Sandlin. Subtitled: A Presuppositional 
Defense of Literal Six-Day Creation, this symposium by 
thirteen authors is a direct frontal assault on all waffling 
views of Biblical creation. It explodes the “Framework 
Hypothesis,” so dear to the hearts of many respectability-
hungry Calvinists, and it throws down the gauntlet to all 
who believe they can maintain a consistent view of Biblical 

infallibility while abandoning literal, six-day creation.

Paperback, 159 pages, $18.00

Economics

Making Sense of Your Dollars: A Biblical Approach to Wealth
By Ian Hodge. The author puts the creation and use 
of wealth in their Biblical context. Debt has put the 
economies of nations and individuals in dangerous straits. 
This book discusses why a business is the best investment, 
as well as the issues of debt avoidance and insurance. 
Wealth is a tool for dominion men to use as faithful 
stewards.

Paperback, 192 pages, index, $12.00

Larceny in the Heart: The Economics of Satan and the 
Inflationary State
By R.J. Rushdoony. In this study, first published under 
the title Roots of Inflation, the reader sees why envy often 
causes the most successful and advanced members of 
society to be deemed criminals. The reader is shown how 
envious man finds any superiority in others intolerable 
and how this leads to a desire for a leveling. The author 
uncovers the larceny in the heart of man and its results.

Paperback, 144 pages, indices, $18.00

A Christian View of Vocation: The Glory of the Mundane
By Terry Applegate. To many Christians, business is 
a “dirty” occupation fit only for greedy, manipulative 
unbelievers. The author, a successful Christian 
businessman, explodes this myth in this hard-hitting title.

Pamplet, $1.00

Christianity and Capitalism
By R. J. Rushdoony. In a simple, straightforward style, 
the Christian case for capitalism is presented. Capital, in 
the form of individual and family property, is protected in 
Scripture and is necessary for liberty.

Pamplet, 8 page, $1.00
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Biblical Studies

Genesis, Volume I of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. In recent years, it has become 
commonplace for both humanists and churchmen to 
sneer at anyone who takes Genesis 1-11 as historical. Yet 
to believe in the myth of evolution is to accept trillions 
of miracles to account for our cosmos. Spontaneous 
generation, the development of something out of nothing, 
and the blind belief in the miraculous powers of chance, 

require tremendous faith. Theology without literal six-day creationism 
becomes alien to the God of Scripture because it turns from the God Who 
acts and Whose Word is the creative word and the word of power, to a belief 
in process as god.

Hardback, 297 pages, indices, $45.00

Exodus, Volume II of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Essentially, all of mankind is on 
some sort of an exodus.  However, the path of fallen man 
is vastly different from that of the righteous.  Apart from 
Jesus Christ and His atoning work, the exodus of a fallen 
humanity means only a further descent from sin into 
death. But in Christ, the exodus is now a glorious ascent 
into the justice and dominion of the everlasting Kingdom 

of God. Therefore, if we are to better understand the gracious provisions 
made for us in the “promised land” of the New Covenant, a thorough 
examination into the historic path of Israel as described in the book of 
Exodus is essential. It is to this end that this volume was written.

Hardback, 554 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Exodus - 128 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and 2 CDs together for only $95.00

Leviticus, Volume III of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. Much like the book of Proverbs, any 
emphasis upon the practical applications of God’s law is 
readily shunned in pursuit of more “spiritual” studies. 
Books like Leviticus are considered dull, overbearing, and 
irrelevant. But man was created in God’s image and is 
duty-bound to develop the implications of that image by 
obedience to God’s law.  The book of Leviticus contains 

over ninety references to the word holy. The purpose, therefore, of this third 
book of the Pentateuch is to demonstrate the legal foundation of holiness in 
the totality of our lives.

Hardback, 449 pages, indices, $45.00

Sermons on Leviticus - 79 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Numbers, Volume IV of Commentaries on the Pentateuch
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Lord desires a people who will 
embrace their responsibilities. The history of Israel in 
the wilderness is a sad narrative of a people with hearts 
hardened by complaint and rebellion to God’s ordained 
authorities. They were slaves, not an army. They would 
recognize the tyranny of Pharaoh but disregard the servant-
leadership of Moses. God would judge the generation He 

led out of captivity, while training a new generation to conquer Canaan. The 
book of Numbers reveals God’s dealings with both generations.

Hardback, index, 428 pages $45.00

Sermons on Numbers - 66 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (1 CD), $40.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $76.00

Deuteronomy, Volume V of Commentaries on the 
Pentateuch
If you desire to understand the core of Rushdoony’s 
thinking, this commentary on Deuteronomy is one volume 
you must read. The covenantal structure of this last 
book of Moses, its detailed listing of both blessings and 
curses, and its strong presentation of godly theocracy 
provided Rushdoony with a solid foundation from which 

to summarize the central tenets of a truly Biblical worldview—one that is 
solidly established upon Biblical Law, and one that is assured to shape the 
future.

Hardback, index, 512 pages $45.00

Sermons on Deuteronomy - 110 lectures by R.J. Rushdoony on mp3 (2 CDs), $60.00 
Save by getting the book and CD together for only $95.00

Now you can purchase the complete 
set of five hardback volumes of the 

Pentateuch for $150.00 ($75 savings!)

Pentateuch CD Set (4 
Commentary CD Sets)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Rushdoony’s four CD 
Commentaries on the Pentateuch (Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) in one set.

$120... That’s 6 total MP3 CDs containing 383 sermons 
for $80 in savings!

Chariots of Prophetic Fire: Studies in Elijah and Elisha
By R. J. Rushdoony. As in the days of Elijah and Elisha, 
it is once again said to be a virtue to tolerate evil and 
condemn those who do not. This book will challenge you 
to resist compromise and the temptation of expediency. 
It will help you take a stand by faith for God’s truth in a 
culture of falsehoods.

Hardback, 163 pages, indices, $30.00

The Gospel of John
By R. J. Rushdoony. Nothing more clearly reveals the 
gospel than Christ’s atoning death and His resurrection. 
They tell us that Jesus Christ has destroyed the power 
of sin and death. John therefore deliberately limits the 
number of miracles he reports in order to point to and 
concentrate on our Lord’s death and resurrection. The 
Jesus of history is He who made atonement for us, died, 

and was resurrected. His life cannot be understood apart from this, nor can 
we know His history in any other light.

Hardback, 320 pages, indices, $26.00

Romans and Galatians
By R. J. Rushdoony. From the author’s introduction: 
“I do not disagree with the liberating power of the 
Reformation interpretation, but I believe that it provides 
simply the beginning of our understanding of Romans, 
not its conclusion.... The great problem in the church’s 
interpretation of Scripture has been its ecclesiastical 
orientation, as though God speaks only to the church, 

and commands only the church. The Lord God speaks in and through 
His Word to the whole man, to every man, and to every area of life and 
thought…. This is the purpose of my brief comments on Romans.”

Hardback, 446 pages, indices, $24.00
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Hebrews, James and Jude
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Book of Hebrews is a 
summons to serve Christ the Redeemer-King fully and 
faithfully, without compromise. When James, in his 
epistle, says that faith without works is dead, he tells 
us that faith is not a mere matter of words, but it is of 
necessity a matter of life. “Pure religion and undefiled” 
requires Christian charity and action. Anything short 

of this is a self-delusion. Jude similarly recalls us to Jesus Christ’s apostolic 
commission, “Remember ye the words which have been spoken before by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 17). Jude’s letter reminds us of 
the necessity for a new creation beginning with us, and of the inescapable 
triumph of the Kingdom of God.

Hardback, 260 pages, $30.00

Sermon on the Mount
By R. J. Rushdoony. So much has been written about the 
Sermon on the Mount, but so little of the commentaries 
venture outside of the matters of the heart. The Beatitudes 
are reduced to the assumed meaning of their more popular 
portions, and much of that meaning limits our concerns 
to downplaying wealth, praying in secret, suppressing 
our worries, or simply reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The 

Beatitudes are the Kingdom commission to the new Israel of God, and R. 
J. Rushdoony elucidates this powerful thesis in a readable and engaging 
commentary on the world’s greatest sermon.

Hardback, 150 pages, $20.00

Sermon on the Mount CD Set (12 CDs), $96.00

Sermon on the Mount Book & CD Set (12 CDs), $99.00

Taking Dominion

Christianity and the State
By R. J. Rushdoony. This book develops the Biblical view 
of the state against the modern state’s humanism and 
its attempts to govern all spheres of life. It reads like a 
collection of essays on the Christian view of the state and 
the return of true Christian government. 

Hardback, 192 pages, indices, $18.00

Tithing and Dominion
By Edward A. Powell and R. J. Rushdoony. God’s 
Kingdom covers all things in its scope, and its immediate 
ministry includes, according to Scripture, the ministry 
of grace (the church), instruction (the Christian and 
homeschool), help to the needy (the diaconate), and many 
other things. God’s appointed means for financing His 
Kingdom activities is centrally the tithe. This work affirms 

that the Biblical requirement of tithing is a continuing aspect of God’s law-
word and cannot be neglected.

Hardback, 146 pages, index, $12.00

Salvation and Godly Rule
By R. J. Rushdoony. Salvation in Scripture includes in its 
meaning “health” and “victory.” By limiting the meaning 
of salvation, men have limited the power of God and the 
meaning of the Gospel. In this study R. J. Rushdoony 
demonstrates the expanse of the doctrine of salvation as it 
relates to the rule of the God and His people.

Paperback, 661 pages, indices, $35.00

Noble Savages: Exposing the Worldview of Pornographers 
and Their War Against Christian Civilization
By R. J. Rushdoony. In this powerful book Noble Savages 
(formerly The Politics of Pornography) Rushdoony 
demonstrates that in order for modern man to justify his 
perversion he must reject the Biblical doctrine of the fall of 
man. If there is no fall, the Marquis de Sade argued, then 
all that man does is normative. What is the problem? It’s 

the philosophy behind pornography — the rejection of the fall of man that 
makes normative all that man does. Learn it all in this timeless classic.

Paperback, 161 pages, $18.00

In His Service: The Christian Calling to Charity
By R. J. Rushdoony. The Christian faith once meant that 
a believer responded to a dark world by actively working 
to bring God’s grace and mercy to others, both by word 
and by deed. However, a modern, self-centered church has 
isolated the faith to a pietism that relinquishes charitable 
responsibility to the state. The end result has been the 
empowering of a humanistic world order. In this book, 

Rushdoony elucidates the Christian’s calling to charity and its implications 
for Godly dominion.

Hardback, 232 pages, $23.00

Roots of Reconstruction
By R. J. Rushdoony. This large volume provides all of 
Rushdoony’s Chalcedon Report articles from the beginning 
in 1965 to mid-1989. These articles were, with his 
books, responsible for the Christian Reconstruction and 
theonomy movements. More topics than could possibly be 
listed. Imagine having 24 years of Rushdoony’s personal 
research for just $20.

Hardback, 1124 pages, $20.00

A Comprehensive Faith
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This is the surprise Festschrift 
presented to R. J. Rushdoony at his 80th birthday 
celebration in April, 1996. These essays are in gratitude 
to Rush’s influence and elucidate the importance of 
his theological and philosophical contributions in 
numerous fields. Contributors include Theodore Letis, 
Brian Abshire, Steve Schlissel, Joe Morecraft III, Jean-

Marc Berthoud, Byron Snapp, Samuel Blumenfeld, Christine and Thomas 
Schirrmacher, Herbert W. Titus, Ellsworth McIntyre, Howard Phillips, Ian 
Hodge, and many more. Also included is a foreword by John Frame and a 
brief biographical sketch of R. J. Rushdoony’s life by Mark Rushdoony.

Hardback, 244 pages, $23.00
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A Conquering Faith: Doctrinal Foundations for Christian 
Reformation
By William Einwechter. This monograph takes on 
the doctrinal defection of today’s church by providing 
Christians with an introductory treatment of six vital 
areas of Christian doctrine: God’s sovereignty, Christ’s 
Lordship, God’s law, the authority of Scripture, the 
dominion mandate, and the victory of Christ in history.

Paperback, 44 pages, $8.00

A Word in Season: Daily Messages 
on the Faith for All of Life 
(Multi-volume book series)
By R. J. Rushdoony. These daily 
messages on the faith for all of life are 
unlike any compilation of Christian 
“devotional” ever published. In these 
pages, you won’t find the overly 
introspective musings of a Christian 
pietist; what you’ll discover are the hard-
hitting convictions of a man whose sole 
commitment was faithfulness to God’s 
law-word and representing that binding 
Word to his readers.

The multi-volume series is taken from 
over 430 articles written by Rushdoony 

over the span of 25 years (1966-1991) for the California Farmer, an 
agricultural periodical that provided him a regular column entitled “The 
Pastor’s Pulpit.”

Volume One, Paperback, 152 pages, $12.00 
Volume Two, Paperback, 144 pages, $12.00 
Volume Three, Paperback, 134 pages, $12.00 
Volume Four, Paperback, 146 pages, $12.00

Theology

Systematic Theology (in two volumes)
By R. J. Rushdoony. Theology belongs in the 
pulpit, the school, the workplace, the family 
and everywhere. Society as a whole is weakened 
when theology is neglected. Without a systematic 
application of theology, too often people approach 
the Bible with a smorgasbord mentality, picking 
and choosing that which pleases them. This two-
volume set addresses this subject in order to assist 
in the application of the Word of God to every 
area of life and thought.

Hardback, 1301 pages, indices, $70.00

The Necessity for Systematic Theology
By R. J. Rushdoony.  Scripture gives us as its underlying 
unity a unified doctrine of God and His order. Theology 
must be systematic to be true to the God of Scripture. 
Booklet now part of the author’s Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 74 pages, $2.00

Infallibility and Interpretation
By R. J. Rushdoony & P. Andrew Sandlin. The authors 
argue for infallibility from a distinctly presuppositional 
perspective. That is, their arguments are unapologetically 
circular because they believe all ultimate claims are based 
on one’s beginning assumptions. The question of Biblical 
infallibility rests ultimately in one’s belief about the 
character of God. 

Paperback, 100 pages, $6.00

Infallibility: An Inescapable Concept
By R. J. Rushdoony. “The doctrine of the infallibility of 
Scripture can be denied, but the concept of infallibility 
as such cannot be logically denied. Infallibility is an 
inescapable concept. If men refuse to ascribe infallibility 
to Scripture, it is because the concept has been 
transferred to something else. The word infallibility 
is not normally used in these transfers; the concept 

is disguised and veiled, but in a variety of ways, infallibility is ascribed to 
concepts, things, men and institutions.” Booklet now part of the author’s 
Systematic Theology.

Booklet, 69 pages, $2.00

Predestination in Light of the Cross
By John B. King, Jr.  The author defends the predestination 
of Martin Luther while providing a compellingly systematic 
theological understanding of predestination. This book will 
give the reader a fuller understanding of the sovereignty of 
God.

Paperback, 314 pages, $24.00

Sovereignty
By R. J. Rushdoony. The doctrine of sovereignty is a crucial 
one. By focusing on the implications of God’s sovereignty 
over all things, in conjunction with the law-word of God, 
the Christian will be better equipped to engage each and 
every area of life. Since we are called to live in this world, 
we must bring to bear the will of our Sovereign Lord in all 
things.

Hardback, 519 pages, $40.00

The Church Is Israel Now
By Charles D. Provan. For the last century, Christians have 
been told that God has an unconditional love for persons 
racially descended from Abraham. Membership in Israel is 
said to be a matter of race, not faith. This book repudiates 
such a racialist viewpoint and abounds in Scripture 
references which show that the blessings of Israel were 

transferred to all those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

Paperback, 74 pages, $12.00

The Guise of Every Graceless Heart
By Terrill Irwin Elniff. An extremely important and fresh 
study of Puritan thought in early America. On Biblical 
and theological grounds, Puritan preachers and writers 
challenged the autonomy of man, though not always 
consistently.

Hardback, 120 pages, $7.00

Get the whole 
4-volume set 
for just $40.00!
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The Great Christian Revolution
By Otto Scott, Mark R. Rushdoony, R. J. Rushdoony, John 
Lofton, and Martin Selbrede. A major work on the impact 
of Reformed thinking on our civilization. Some of the 
studies, historical and theological, break new ground and 
provide perspectives previously unknown or neglected.

Hardback, 327 pages, $22.00

Keeping Our Sacred Trust
Edited by Andrew Sandlin. This book is a trumpet blast 
heralding a full-orbed, Biblical, orthodox Christianity. The 
hope of the modern world is not a passive compromise 
with passing heterodox fads, but aggressive devotion to the 
time-honored Faith “once delivered to the saints.”

Paperback, 167 pages, $19.00

The Incredible Scofield and His Book
By Joseph M. Canfield. This powerful and fully 
documented study exposes the questionable background 
and faulty theology of the man responsible for the 
popular Scofield Reference Bible, which did much to 
promote the dispensational system. 

Paperback, 394 pages, $24.00

The Lordship of Christ
The author shows that to limit Christ’s work in history to 
salvation and not to include lordship is destructive of the 
faith and leads to false doctrine.

Booklet, 29 pages, $2.50

The Will of God, or the Will of Man?
By Mark R. Rushdoony. God’s will and man’s will are both 
involved in man’s salvation, but the church has split in 
answering the question, “Whose will is determinative?”

Pamplet, $1.00

Culture

Discussions, Vol. III, Philosophical
By R. L. Dabney. Dabney, one of the greatest American 
Reformed thinkers, in these volumes discusses a variety 
of political, economic and social problems from a 
Christian perspective. While now and then some of his 
perspectives may be dated, he is for the most part more 
timely than ever. It is not an accident that quotations 
from these volumes have appeared in the Washington 
Times.

Hardback, 611 pages, $12.00

Toward a Christian Marriage
Edited by Elizabeth Fellerson. The law of God makes 
clear how important and how central marriage is. Our 
Lord stresses the fact that marriage is our normal calling. 
This book consists of essays on the importance of a proper 
Christian perspective on marriage.

Hardback, 43 pages, $8.00

Back Again Mr. Begbie: 
The Life Story of Rev. Lt. Col. R.J.G. Begbie OBE
This biography is more than a story of the three careers 
of one remarkable man. It is a chronicle of a son of 
old Christendom as a leader of Christian revival in the 
twentieth century. Personal history shows the greater 
story of what the Holy Spirit can and does do in the 
evangelization of the world.

Paperback, 357 pages, $24.00

Woman of the House: A Mother’s Role in Building a 
Christian Culture
In true Titus 2 fashion, Andrea Schwartz challenges 
women to reexamine several fundamental aspects of 
motherhood in light of Scripture. Beginning with a 
consideration of God’s character and concluding with an 
invigorating charge to faithfulness, Andrea connects the 
dots between God’s reality and a mother’s duty.

Paperback, 103 pages, $14.00

Family Matters: Read Aloud Stories of Responsibility and 
Self-Discipline
Unless children are trained in self-control and self-
discipline early in their lives, they move into their adult 
years without a sense of personal, familial, or societal 
responsibility. The stories are meant to be read by parents 
and children together and serve as useful conversation 
starters to educate boys and girls so they can be effective 

citizens in the Kingdom of God.

Paperback, 48 pages, $10.00

Eschatology

Thy Kingdom Come: Studies in Daniel and Revelation
By R. J. Rushdoony. Revelation’s details are often 
perplexing, even baffling, and yet its main meaning 
is clear—it is a book about victory. It tells us that our 
faith can only result in victory. This victory is celebrated 
in Daniel and elsewhere, in the entire Bible. These 
eschatological texts make clear that the essential good 
news of the entire Bible is victory, total victory.

Paperback, 271 pages, $19.00

Thine is the Kingdom: A Study of the Postmillennial Hope
False eschatological speculation is destroying the church 
today, by leading her to neglect her Christian calling. In 
this volume, edited by Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., the reader 
is presented with a blend of Biblical exegesis, theological 
reflection, and practical application for faithful Christian 
living. Chapters include contemporary writers Keith A. 
Mathison, William O. Einwechter, Jeffrey Ventrella, and 
Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr., as well as chapters by giants of the 

faith Benjamin B. Warfield and J.A. Alexander.

Paperback, 260 pages, $22.00

God’s Plan for Victory 
By R. J. Rushdoony. The founder of the Christian 
Reconstruction movement set forth in potent, cogent 
terms the older Puritan vision of the irrepressible 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom by His faithful saints 
employing the entire law-Word of God as the program for 
earthly victory.

Booklet, 41 pages, $6.00



36 Save 15% on orders of $50 or more • For Faster Service Order Online at www.ChalcedonStore.com

Fiction (Storehouse Press)

*Purchase the 5 volume set for only $61.50 (Reg. $82.00)

Bell Mountain (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 1)
By Lee Duigon. The world is going to end … as soon as Jack and Ellayne 
ring the bell on top of Bell Mountain. No one has ever climbed the 
mountain, and no one has ever seen the bell. But the children have a divine 
calling to carry out the mission, and it sweeps them into high adventure. 
Great for young adults.

Paperback, 288 pages, $14.00

The Cellar Beneath the Cellar (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 2)
By Lee Duigon. A world’s future lies buried in its distant past. Barbarian 
armies swarm across the mountains, driven by a terrifying vision of a 
merciless war god on earth. While a nation rallies its defenses, a boy and a 
girl must find the holy writings that have been concealed for 2,000 years; 
and the man who was sent to kill them must now protect them at all costs.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Thunder King (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 3)
By Lee Duigon. The Thunder King’s vast army encamps against the city, a 
ring of fire and steel. But treason brews inside the city walls... The tiny army 
of the Lord is on the march against the undefeated horde, in bold obedience 
to a divine command; but the boy king, Ryons, marches all alone across an 
empty land. The Lost Books of Scripture have been found, but they may be 
lost again before the human race can read them. And Jack and Ellayne have 
been captured by the Heathen.

Paperback, 288 pages, $16.00

The Last Banquet (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 4)
By Lee Duigon. In the wake of a barbarian invasion, chaos sweeps across 
Obann. The boy king and his faithful chiefs try to restore order before the 
Heathen come again - not knowing that this time, the Thunder King himself 
will lead his armies. The Great Temple lies in ruins, but another Temple 
has arisen in the East. And the heroes of Bell Mountain, Jack, Ellayne, 
and Martis, captured by the Heathen Griffs, are to be brought before the 
Thunder King. What is the secret of the man behind the Thunder King’s 
golden mask? Who is the girl from an unknown northern island, swept 
all the way down to Obann by a storm? What will be the fate of the new 
nation being born in the foothills of Bell Mountain? Who will survive God’s 
shaking of the world? For the shaking of the kingdoms continues unabated...

Paperback, 338 pages, $18.00

The Fugitive Prince (Bell Mountain Series, Vol. 5)
The powers wielded by the men of ancient times destroyed all their cities 
in a single day. Will those powers now be turned against Obann? There is 
a new Thunder King in the East, and new threats against the West. The 
City of Obann seethes with treason and plots against King Ryons - and an 
ignorant slave-boy must defend the rightful king’s throne. And from the 
Lost Book of King Ozias emerges the first glimmer of God’s promise of 
a Savior. In an age of treason, with the Temple laid in ruins and no First 
Prester to lead it, what will be the fate of the man who betrayed the Temple 
to destruction? Will the nation turn to the New Temple in the East—or to 
the words of their God?
Paperback, 370 pages, $18.00

Hidden In Plain Sight (Bubble Head Series, Vol. 1)
By M. G. Selbrede. Young physicist Jenna Wilkes has 
done the impossible—and the whole scientific world is 
shaking on its pillars.

Could it be that conventional science has 
misunderstood the very fabric of the universe? Could 
there be infinitely more to it than anyone has ever 
guessed? Could science’s whole concept of reality be ... 
unreal?

Paperback, 334 pages, $15.00

The Journal of Christian Reconstruction

Vol. 2, No. 1: Symposium on Christian Economics $6.50

Vol. 2, No. 2: Symposium on Biblical Law $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 1: Symposium on Politics $6.50

Vol. 5, No. 2: Symposium on Puritanism and Law $6.50

Vol. 7, No. 1: Symposium on Inflation $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 1: Symposium on the Media and the Arts $6.50

Vol. 10, No. 2: Symposium on Business $6.50

Vol. 11, No. 1: Symposium on the Reformation in the Arts and Media $6.50

Vol. 11, No. 2: Symposium on the Education of the Core Group $6.50

Vol. 12, No. 1: Symposium on the Constitution and Political Theology $6.50

Vol. 12, No. 2: Symposium on the Biblical Text and Literature $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 1: Symposium on Change in the Social Order $6.50

Vol. 13, No. 2: Symposium on the Decline and Fall of the West and the Return 
of Christendom $6.50

Special Message Series by Rushdoony

A History of Modern Philosophy
8 CDs) $64.00

Epistemology: The Christian 
Philosophy of Knowledge
(10 CDs) $80.00

Apologetics
(3 CDs) $24.00

The Crown Rights of Christ the King
(6 CDs) $48.00

The United States Constitution
(4 CDs) $32.00

Economics, Money & Hope
(3 CDs) $24.00

Postmillennialism in America
(2 CDs - 2 lectures on each disc) $20.00

A Critique of Modern Education
(4 CDs) $32.00

English History
(5 CDs) $40.00


