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Four Places to Use Conjunctive Adverbs in a Sentence 

 

(1) You can begin a sentence with a conjunctive adverb. When you do this, you need to 

place a comma after the CA. 

 

However, the plant actually catches and eats bugs and flies. 

 

(2) You can end a sentence with a conjunctive adverb. When you put a CA at the end, 

put a comma before the CA. 

 

The plant actually catches and eats bugs and flies, however. 

 

(3) You can use a CA to combine a dependent clause with a phrase (or a dependent 

clause--not a complete sentence) or to combine two phrases. 

 

The Venus’ flytrap, however, is actually a plant The key here is that, when either side of 

the CA is not a complete sentence, you should put a comma on both sides of the CA.In 

this example neither side of the CA contains a complete sentence: (a) The Venus’ 

flytrap; (b) is actually a plant. 

 

(4) The final placement is also the most common. It is when you use a CA to combine 

two compete sentences(clauses). 

 

The Venus’ flytrap is a plant; however, it actually catches and eats bugs and flies. Here 

the punctuation is a little trickier. When there is a complete sentence on both sides of 

the CA, you need to put a semicolon in front of the CA and a comma after it. Be careful 

to read your sentence slowly to see if you are using the CA to combine two complete 

sentences. 

 

 



Tricky Tricks 
 

For Conjunctive Adverbs 
 

(continued)  

Donna Reish                                              Character Ink Press                                           Language Lady 

Tricky Tricks to
 H

elp
 it Stick…

Tricky Tricks to
 H

elp
 it Stick…

 Tricky Tricks to
 H

elp
 it Stick…

Tricky Tricks to
 H

elp
 it Stick…

 Tricky Tricks to
 H

elp
 it Stick…

Tricky Tricks 

to
 H

elp
 it Stick…

 
Tr

ic
ky

 T
ri

ck
s 

to
 H

el
p

 it
 S

ti
ck

…
Tr

ic
ky

 T
ri

ck
s 

to
 H

el
p

 it
 S

ti
ck

…
 T

ri
ck

y 
Tr

ic
ks

 t
o

 H
el

p
 it

 S
ti

ck
…

Tr
ic

ky
 T

ri
ck

s 
to

 H
el

p
 it

 S
ti

ck
…

 T
ri

ck
y 

Tr
ic

ks
 t

o
 H

el
p

 it
 S

ti
ck

…
Tr

ic
ky

 T
ri

ck
s 

to
 H

el
p

 it
 S

ti
ck

…
 

 

 

Conjunctive Adverb List 

 

 

 

* Also a preposition    ** Also a subordinator 

 

 

 

 

  

 


