Isaiah 7:1-14
In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham,
son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the
king of Syria and Pekah the son of
Remaliah the king of Israel came up to
Jerusalem to wage war against it, but
could not yet mount an attack against it.
When the house of David was told,
“Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the
heart of Ahaz and the heart of his
people shook as the trees of the forest

shake before the wind. And the LORD
said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz,
you and Shear-jashub your son, at the
end of the conduit of the upper pool on
the highway to the Washer's Field. And
say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not
fear, and do not let your heart be faint
because of these two smoldering
stumps of firebrands, at the fierce
anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of
Remaliah. Because Syria, with Ephraim

and the son of Remaliah, has devised
evil against you, saying, “Let us go up
against Judah and terrify it, and let us
conquer it for ourselves, and set up the
son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,”
thus says the Lord GOD: “‘It shall not
stand, and it shall not come to pass.
For the head of Syria is Damascus, and
the head of Damascus is Rezin. And
within sixty-five years Ephraim will be
shattered from being a people.

And the head of Ephraim is Samaria,
and the head of Samaria is the son of
Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith, you
will not be firm at all.’” Again the LORD
spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high
as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not
ask, and I will not put the LORD to the
test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house
of David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also?

Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.

In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham,
son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the
king of Syria and Pekah the son of
Remaliah the king of Israel came up to
Jerusalem to wage war against it, but
could not yet mount an attack against it.
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the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his
people shook as the trees of the forest
shake before the wind.

2 Kings 16:1-3

In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of
Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of
Judah, began to reign. Ahaz was twenty
years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he
did not do what was right in the eyes of the
Lord his God, as his father David had done,
but he walked in the way of the kings of
Israel. He even burned his son as an
offering, according to the despicable
practices of the nations whom the Lord drove
out before the people of Israel.
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2 Kings 16 :7-9
So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am
your servant and your son. Come up
and rescue me from the hand of the
king of Syria and from the hand of the
king of Israel, who are attacking me.”
Ahaz also took the silver and gold that
was found in the house of the Lord and
in the treasures of the king's house and
sent a present to the king of Assyria.

And the king of Assyria listened to
him. The king of Assyria marched up
against Damascus and took it,
carrying its people captive to Kir, and
he killed Rezin.

And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out
to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub
your son, at the end of the conduit of
the upper pool on the highway to the
Washer's Field. And say to him, ‘Be
careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do
not let your heart be faint because of
these two smoldering stumps of
firebrands…Because they have
devised evil against you, saying, “Let
us go up against Judah and terrify it.”

One would think that they are endued
with so great power that they could
burn and destroy the whole world. To
put down the excess of terror, the Lord
declares that what we imagined to be a
burning, and a perpetual burning, is but
a slight smoke and of short duration.
– John Calvin

“‘It shall not stand, and it shall not come
to pass.”

For the head of Syria is Damascus, and
the head of Damascus is Rezin. And
within sixty-five years Ephraim will be
shattered from being a people. And the
head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the
head of Samaria is the son of
Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith,
you will not be firm at all.’”

In other words, “You’ll live by
faith, or you won’t live at all. But
if you do want my support, all
you have to do is lean on me.”
God is attracted to weakness
and need and honesty. He is
repelled by our self-assured
pride.
– Ray Ortlund

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a
sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”

But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will
not put the LORD to the test.”

Now that’s not piety. What is it? Ahaz
has already made up his mind. He
does not want some stupid preacher
who doesn’t know about politics and
military telling him what he ought to do.
He knows he’s smarter than Isaiah. He
knows how to protect his kingdom and
so he’s made up his mind he doesn’t
want a sign.
– J. Ligon Duncan

And he said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also?
Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign.

Isaiah 59:14-17
Justice is turned back, and
righteousness stands far away; for truth
has stumbled in the public squares, and
uprightness cannot enter. Truth is
lacking, and he who departs from evil
makes himself a prey. The LORD saw
it, and it displeased him that there was
no justice. He saw that there was no
man, and wondered that there was no
one to intercede;.

then his own arm brought him
salvation, and his righteousness upheld
him. He put on righteousness as a
breastplate, and a helmet of salvation
on his head; he put on garments of
vengeance for clothing, and wrapped
himself in zeal as a cloak.

Revelation 5:2-4
And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to
open the scroll and break its seals?”
And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the
scroll or to look into it, and I began to
weep loudly because no one was
found worthy to open the scroll or to
look into it.

Revelation 5:5-7
And one of the elders said to me, “Weep
no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the
scroll and its seven seals.” And…I saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been
slain, with seven horns and with seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God
sent out into all the earth. And he went and
took the scroll from the right hand of him
who was seated on the throne.

Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

An immediate fulfillment in Isaiah’s day…
Either the future king Hezekiah or Isaiah’s own
son, Maher-shalal-hash-baz. Either way, a child
will be born who will be a sign that God has not
abandoned his people in trial.
A future fulfillment in the centuries ahead…
Matthew 1:20-23
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife…She will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son,and they shall call his name Immanuel”

Christmas is the beachhead of God’s
campaign against sin and sadness,
against darkness and death.
– Tullian Tchividjian

