Galatians 4:1-5
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a
child, is no different from a slave,
though he is the owner of everything,
but he is under guardians and
managers until the date set by his
father. In the same way we also, when
we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. But
when the fullness of time had come,
God sent forth his Son, born of woman,

born under the law, to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons.
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The young heir had about as much liberty as
a slave. He had no legal or property rights.
His guardian kept him under discipline. He
was told when to wake up, when to got to
school, what to wear, how to behave, and
when to go to bed. He also had a trustee to
manage his property, especially if his father
was deceased. Until he came of age he was
called the “young master”- “master” because
one day he would inherit the estate but
“young” to keep him in his place.
– Philip Ryken
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πλήρωµα
That portion of time by which a
longer antecedent period is
completed; thus, completeness or
fullness of time.
– Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

Ephesians 1:7-10
In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace, which he lavished upon us, in
all wisdom and insight making known
to us the mystery of his will, according
to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ as a plan for the fullness of
time, to unite all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth.

The reservoir of time had to be filled by
the inflowing of age after age and, when it
was full to the brim, the Son of God
appeared! Why the world should have
remained in darkness for thousands of
years we cannot tell, but this, we are told,
that Jesus was sent forth when the
fullness of time was come. Our Lord did
not come before His time nor behind His
time! He was punctual to His hour and
cried at the moment—“Lo, I come.”
– Charles Spurgeon

1 Chronicles 29:12
Both riches and honor come from you, and you
rule over all. In your hand are power and might,
and in your hand it is to make great and to give
strength to all.
2 Chronicles 20:6
“O Lord, God of our fathers, are you not God in
heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the
nations. In your hand are power and might, so
that none is able to withstand you.
Psalm 115:3
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he
pleases.

Sovereign Over…
Kings And Nations
Job 12:23
He makes nations great, and he destroys them;
he enlarges nations, and leads them away.
Daniel 2:21
He changes times and seasons; he removes kings
and sets up kings;
Proverbs 21:1
The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand
of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will.

Sovereign Over…
All Events Of History
Lamentations 3:37
Who has spoken and it came to pass, unless the
Lord has commanded it?
Genesis 50:20
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good, to bring it about that many
people should be kept alive, as they are today.
Psalm 33:10
The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples.

Sovereign Over…
Our Daily Lives

Proverbs 20:24
A man’s steps are from the LORD; how then can
man understand his way?
Proverbs 19:21
Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is
the purpose of the LORD that will stand.
James 4:13-15
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will
go into such and such a town and spend a year
there and trade and make a profit” Instead you
ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do
this or that.”

Sovereign Over…
Life and Death
Deuteronomy 32:39
See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god
beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I
heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my
hand.
1 Samuel 12:6
The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to
Sheol and raises up.
Psalm 139:16
Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book
were written, every one of them, the days that were
formed for me,when as yet there was none of them.

Sovereign Over…
Salvation
Romans 9:15
I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I have
compassion.”
Acts 13:48
As many as were appointed to eternal life
believed.
John 6:44
No one can come to me unless the Father who
sent me draws him.

Sovereign Over…
Every Detail In The Universe!
Proverbs 16:33
The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision
is from the LORD.
Exodus 4:11
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Who has made
man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or
seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?”
Colossians 1:17
He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together.

There is no maverick molecule if
God is sovereign.
– R. C. Sproul

Acts 17:26
And he made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all the face
of the earth, having determined allotted
periods and the boundaries of their
dwelling place

There is not a square inch in the whole
domain of our human existence over
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all,
does not cry, "Mine!”
– Abraham Kuyper

Life is not a straight line leading from one
blessing to the next and then finally to
heaven. Life is a winding and troubled road.
And the point of biblical stories like Joseph
and Job and Esther and Ruth is to help us
feel in our bones (not just know in our
heads) that God is for us in all these strange
turns. God is not just showing up after the
trouble and cleaning it up. He is plotting the
course and managing the troubles with farreaching purposes for our good and for the
glory of Jesus Christ.”
– John Piper

