Jesus’ Reign And Jerusalem’s Ruin

Mark 13:24-27

But in those days, after that tribulation,
the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will be
falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds
with great power and glory. And then he
will send out the angels and gather his
elect from the four winds, from the ends
of the earth to the ends of heaven.	
  

But in those days, after that tribulation…

?
And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great
buildings? There will not be left here one stone
upon another that will not be thrown down.”
And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite
the temple, Peter and James and John and
Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will
these things be, and what will be the sign
when all these things are about to be
accomplished?”

But in those days, after that tribulation…

?
the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will
be falling from heaven, and the powers
in the heavens will be shaken.

God Judges Babylon- Isaiah 13:9-10

Behold, the day of the LORD comes,
cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to
make the land a desolation and to
destroy its sinners from it. For the
stars of the heavens and their
constellations will not give their
light; the sun will be dark at its
rising, and the moon will not shed
its light.

The statements in 13:10 about the
heavenly bodies (stars . . . sun . . .
moon) no longer functioning may
figuratively describe the total
turnaround of the political structure of
the Near East. The same would be true
of the heavens trembling and the earth
shaking (v. 13), figures of speech
suggesting all-encompassing
destruction”
– John Martin, Dallas Seminary (a futurist) 	
  

God Judges Edom- Isaiah 13:9-10

All the host of heaven shall rot
away, and the skies roll up like a
scroll. All their host shall fall, as
leaves fall from the vine, like leaves
falling from the fig tree. For my sword
has drunk its fill in the heavens; behold,
it descends for judgment upon Edom,
upon the people I have devoted to
destruction.

When Israel was judged, or when Babylon
was subdued by the Medes, or when
Idumea and Egypt were destroyed, it was
not the literal sun, moon, and stars that
were darkened. The literal stars of heaven
did not fall from the skies, and the literal
constellations were not dissolved or rolled
up as a scroll. These figurative expressions
were clearly presented in a purely symbolic
manner to characterize the destruction
befalling nations and earthly powers.
– William Kimball	
  

Acts 2

And they were amazed and astonished,
saying, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we hear, each of us in his own native
language?... But Peter, standing with
the eleven, lifted up his voice and
addressed them: “Men of Judea and all
who dwell in Jerusalem…But this is
what was uttered through the
prophet Joel:

And in the last days it shall be, God
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
on all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy…And I will
show wonders in the heavens
above and signs on the earth below
the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the
day of the Lord comes, the great and
magnificent day.

And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power
and glory.

Acts 1:9-11

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
their sight…they were gazing into heaven…
two men…said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven…Then we who are alive, who are
left, will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air

Daniel 7:13-14
I saw in the night visions, and behold, with
the clouds of heaven there came one
like a son of man, and he came to the
Ancient of Days and was presented before
him. And to him was given dominion and
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one that shall not be
destroyed.	
  

Psalm 18:10-12
He rode on a cherub and flew; he came
swiftly on the wings of the wind. He made
darkness his covering, his canopy around
him, thick clouds dark with water. Out of
the brightness before him hailstones and
coals of fire broke through his clouds.
Psalm 104:3
He lays the beams of his chambers on the
waters; he makes the clouds his chariot;
he rides on the wings of the wind

Isaiah 19:1-2
An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold,
the LORD is riding on a swift cloud
and comes to Egypt; and the idols of
Egypt will tremble at his presence, and
the heart of the Egyptians will melt
within them. And I will stir up Egyptians
against Egyptians, and they will fight,
each against another and each
against his neighbor, city against city,
kingdom against kingdom

In the destruction of the temple, the
rejected Christ is vindicated as the
ascended Lord and shown to possess
great power and glory.
– Kenneth Gentry

messengers
And then he will send out the
angels
and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven.	
  

Matthew 8:11
I tell you, many will come from east
and west and recline at table with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven, while the sons of
the kingdom will be thrown into the
outer darkness. In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Matthew 22:1-10
And again Jesus spoke to them in
parables, saying, “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding feast for his son,
and sent his servants to call those who
were invited to the wedding feast, but
they would not come. Again he sent
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who
are invited, 	
  

“See, I have prepared my dinner, my
oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready.
Come to the wedding feast.” But they
paid no attention and went off, one to
his farm, another to his business, while
the rest seized his servants, treated
them shamefully, and killed them. The
king was angry, and he sent his troops
and destroyed those murderers and
burned their city. 	
  

Then he said to his servants, ‘The
wedding feast is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to
the main roads and invite to the
wedding feast as many as you find.’
And those servants went out into the
roads and gathered all whom they
found, both bad and good. So the
wedding hall was filled with guests.	
  

Luke 23:26-31
And as they led him away, they seized
one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming
in from the country, and laid on him the
cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And
there followed him a great multitude of
the people and of women who were
mourning and lamenting for him. But
turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters
of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, 	
  

but weep for yourselves and for your
children. For behold, the days are
coming when they will say, ‘Blessed
are the barren and the wombs that
never bore and the breasts that never
nursed!’ Then they will begin to say to
the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the
hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what
will happen when it is dry?”	
  

It is evident that when Christ speaks of
his coming; his being revealed; his
coming in his Kingdom; or his
Kingdom's coming; He has respect to
his appearing in those great works of
his Power Justice and Grace, which
should be in the Destruction of
Jerusalem and other extraordinary
Providences which should attend it.
– Jonathan Edwards

