Sin In
The Camp

Matthew 16:15-17
He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” Simon Peter replied,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon BarJonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven.

Matthew 16:21-23

From that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer…And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never
happen to you.” But he turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a hindrance to me. For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God,
but on the things of man.”

Behold, scarcely had they tasted the
first-fruits of God’s mercy, before a
cup of bitterness was put into their
hands; which made them regret that
they had ever attempted the
conquest of the land.
– Charles Simeon

Joshua 7:1-26
But the people of Israel broke faith in
regard to the devoted things, for Achan the
son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah,
of the tribe of Judah, took some of the
devoted things. And the anger of the
LORD burned against the people of Israel.
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which
is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said
to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And
the men went up and spied out Ai.

And they returned to Joshua and said to
him, “Do not have all the people go up,
but let about two or three thousand men
go up and attack Ai. Do not make the
whole people toil up there, for they are
few.” So about three thousand men went
up there from the people. And they fled
before the men of Ai, and the men of Ai
killed about thirty-six of their men and
chased them before the gate as far as
Shebarim and struck them at the descent.

And the hearts of the people melted and
became as water. Then Joshua tore his
clothes and fell to the earth on his face
before the ark of the LORD until the
evening, he and the elders of Israel. And
they put dust on their heads. And Joshua
said, “Alas, O Lord GOD, why have you
brought this people over the Jordan at all,
to give us into the hands of the Amorites,
to destroy us? Would that we had been
content to dwell beyond the Jordan!

O Lord, what can I say, when Israel has
turned their backs before their enemies!
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants
of the land will hear of it and will surround
us and cut off our name from the earth.
And what will you do for your great
name?” The LORD said to Joshua, “Get
up! Why have you fallen on your face?
Israel has sinned; they have transgressed
my covenant that I commanded them; they
have taken some of the devoted things;

they have stolen and lied and put them
among their own belongings. Therefore
the people of Israel cannot stand before
their enemies. They turn their backs
before their enemies, because they have
become devoted for destruction. I will be
with you no more, unless you destroy the
devoted things from among you. Get up!
Consecrate the people and say,
‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for
thus says the LORD, God of Israel, “There

are devoted things in your midst, O Israel.
You cannot stand before your enemies
until you take away the devoted things
from among you.” In the morning therefore
you shall be brought near by your tribes.
And the tribe that the LORD takes by lot
shall come near by clans. And the clan
that the LORD takes shall come near by
households. And the household that the
LORD takes shall come near man by man.
And he who is taken with the devoted

things shall be burned with fire, he and all
that he has, because he has transgressed
the covenant of the LORD, and because he
has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’” So
Joshua rose early in the morning and
brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the
tribe of Judah was taken. And he brought
near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the
Zerahites was taken. And he brought near
the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and
Zabdi was taken.

And he brought near his household man
by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son
of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of
Judah, was taken. Then Joshua said to
Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD
God of Israel and give praise to him. And
tell me now what you have done; do not
hide it from me.” And Achan answered
Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the
LORD God of Israel, and this is what I did:

when I saw among the spoil a beautiful
cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of
silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50
shekels, then I coveted them and took
them. And see, they are hidden in the earth
inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”
So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran
to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his
tent with the silver underneath. And they
took them out of the tent and brought them
to Joshua and to all the people of Israel.
And they laid them down before the LORD.

And Joshua and all Israel with him took
Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and
the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons
and daughters and his oxen and donkeys
and sheep and his tent and all that he had.
And they brought them up to the Valley of
Achor. And Joshua said, “Why did you
bring trouble on us? The LORD brings
trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned
him with stones. They burned them with
fire and stoned them with stones.

And they raised over him a great heap of
stones that remains to this day. Then the
LORD turned from his burning anger.
Therefore, to this day the name of that
place is called the Valley of Achor.

But the people of Israel broke faith in
regard to the devoted things

Numbers 5:11-13
And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, “Speak to the people of Israel,
If any man's wife goes astray and
breaks faith with him, if a man lies
with her sexually, and it is hidden from
the eyes of her husband, and she is
undetected though she has defiled
herself, and there is no witness against
her, since she was not taken in the act,

But the people of Israel broke faith in
regard to the devoted things, for
Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi,
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah,
took some of the devoted things.

Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin came into the
world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned

And the anger of the LORD burned
against the people of Israel.

The wrath of God is his strong and
settled opposition to all that is evil
arising out of God’s very nature. God
is not passive in the face of sin. God
is implacably and vigorously
opposed to every evil.
– Leon Morris

Israel has sinned; they have
transgressed my covenant that I
commanded them; they have taken
some of the devoted things; they
have stolen and lied and put them
among their own belongings.
Therefore the people of Israel
cannot stand before their enemies.

So about three thousand men went
up there from the people. And they
fled before the men of Ai, and the
men of Ai killed about thirty-six of
their men and chased them before
the gate as far as Shebarim and
struck them at the descent.

And the hearts of the people melted and
became as water.
Joshua 5:1
As soon as all the kings of the Amorites
and all the kings of the Canaanites who
were by the sea, heard that the LORD had
dried up the waters of the Jordan for the
people of Israel until they had crossed
over, their hearts melted and there was
no longer any spirit in them because of
the people of Israel.

God explains the logic of the spiritual
mechanism that is at work in this situation.
Because Israel has appropriated the
devoted things and not offered them to the
Lord, to whom they belong, they are now
devoted to destruction themselves, and that
is why their enemies have prevailed. If you
join the side of opposition to Yahweh and
rejection of his covenant terms, you make
yourself liable to his judgments, as do all his
enemies.
– David Jackman

Deuteronomy 7:24-26

And he will give their kings into your hand,
and you shall make their name perish from
under heaven…The carved images of their
gods you shall burn with fire. You shall not
covet the silver or the gold that is on them or
take it for yourselves, lest you be ensnared
by it, for it is an abomination to the LORD
your God. And you shall not bring an
abominable thing into your house and
become devoted to destruction like it. You
shall utterly detest and abhor it, for it is
devoted to destruction.

Deuteronomy 32:16-17
They stirred him to jealousy with
strange gods; with abominations they
provoked him to anger. They
sacrificed to demons that were no
gods, to gods they had never known,
to new gods that had come recently,
whom your fathers had never
dreaded.

Psalm 106:34-38
They did not destroy the peoples, as
the LORD commanded them, but they
mixed with the nations and learned to
do as they did. They served their idols,
which became a snare to them. They
sacrificed their sons and their
daughters to the demons; they poured
out innocent blood, the blood of their
sons and daughters,

And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord GOD,
why have you brought this people over
the Jordan at all, to give us into the
hands of the Amorites, to destroy us…
For the Canaanites and all the
inhabitants of the land will hear of it
and will surround us and cut off our
name from the earth. And what will
you do for your great name?”

In the morning therefore you shall be
brought near by your tribes. And the
tribe that the LORD takes by lot shall
come near by clans. And the clan that
the LORD takes shall come near by
households. And the household that
the LORD takes shall come near man
by man

Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son,
give glory to the LORD God of Israel
and give praise to him. And tell me
now what you have done; do not hide
it from me.” And Achan answered
Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against
the LORD God of Israel, and this is
what I did…

Achan gave no sure indication of
repentance; being, as it were,
overcome with terror, he openly
divulged what he would willingly have
concealed.
– John Calvin

And Joshua and all Israel with him took
Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and
the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons
and daughters and his oxen and donkeys
and sheep and his tent and all that he had.
And they brought them up to the Valley of
Achor. And Joshua said, “Why did you
bring trouble on us? The LORD brings
trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned
him with stones. They burned them with
fire and stoned them with stones.

You say that you can handle your secret
sins, that there is no one hurt by them.
But you may as well ask the lion to let
you put your head into his mouth. You
cannot regulate his jaws: neither can you
regulate sin. Once done, you cannot tell
when you will be destroyed. You may put
your head in and out a great many times;
but one of these days it will be a costly
venture.
– Charles Spurgeon

Romans 5:18-19
Therefore, as one trespass led to
condemnation for all men, so one act
of righteousness leads to justification
and life for all men. For as by the one
man's disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man's
obedience the many will be made
righteous.

Since the fall of Adam had such an
effect as to produce ruin of many,
much more powerful is the grace of
God to the benefit of many;
inasmuch as it is admitted, that
Christ is much more powerful to
save, than Adam was to destroy.
– John Calvin

