God’s People
And The
Sacraments

Joshua 5:1-12
As soon as all the kings of the
Amorites who were beyond the
Jordan to the west, and all the kings
of the Canaanites who were by the
sea, heard that the LORD had dried
up the waters of the Jordan for the
people of Israel until they had crossed
over, their hearts melted and there
was no longer any spirit in them
because of the people of Israel.

At that time the LORD said to Joshua,
“Make flint knives and circumcise the
sons of Israel a second time.” So
Joshua made flint knives and
circumcised the sons of Israel at
Gibeath-haaraloth. And this is the
reason why Joshua circumcised them:
all the males of the people who came
out of Egypt, all the men of war, had
died in the wilderness on the way after

they had come out of Egypt. Though
all the people who came out had been
circumcised, yet all the people who
were born on the way in the
wilderness after they had come out of
Egypt had not been circumcised. For
the people of Israel walked forty years
in the wilderness, until all the nation,
the men of war who came out of
Egypt, perished, because they did not

obey the voice of the LORD; the
LORD swore to them that he would
not let them see the land that the
LORD had sworn to their fathers to
give to us, a land flowing with milk and
honey. So it was their children, whom
he raised up in their place, that
Joshua circumcised. For they were
uncircumcised, because they had not
been circumcised on the way.

When the circumcising of the whole
nation was finished, they remained in
their places in the camp until they
were healed. And the LORD said to
Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the
reproach of Egypt from you.” And so
the name of that place is called Gilgal
to this day. While the people of Israel
were encamped at Gilgal, they kept
the Passover on the fourteenth day of

the month in the evening on the plains
of Jericho. And the day after the
Passover, on that very day, they ate of
the produce of the land, unleavened
cakes and parched grain. And the
manna ceased the day after they ate
of the produce of the land. And there
was no longer manna for the people
of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the
land of Canaan that year.

As soon as all the kings of the
Amorites who were beyond the
Jordan to the west, and all the kings
of the Canaanites who were by the
sea, heard that the LORD had dried
up the waters of the Jordan for the
people of Israel until they had crossed
over, their hearts melted and there
was no longer any spirit in them
because of the people of Israel.

Make flint knives and circumcise the
sons of Israel

Genesis 17:10-11
This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your
offspring after you: Every male among
you shall be circumcised. You shall be
circumcised in the flesh of your
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of
the covenant between me and you.

1 Kings 17:26
And David said to the men who stood
by him, “What shall be done for the
man who kills this Philistine and takes
away the reproach from Israel? For
who is this uncircumcised Philistine,
that he should defy the armies of the
living God?”

This relationship of circumcision to
foregoing promise shows that the rite
signifies the gracious movement of
God to man, and only derivatively the
consecration of man to God.
– J.A. Motyer

And this is the reason why Joshua
circumcised them: all the males of the
people who came out of Egypt, all the
men of war, had died in the wilderness
on the way after they had come out of
Egypt. Though all the people who
came out had been circumcised, yet all
the people who were born on the way
in the wilderness after they had come
out of Egypt had not been circumcised.

Exodus 4:24-26
At a lodging place on the way the
LORD met him and sought to put him
to death. Then Zipporah took a flint
and cut off her son's foreskin and
touched Moses' feet with it and said,
“Surely you are a bridegroom of blood
to me!” So he let him alone. It was
then that she said, “A bridegroom of
blood,” because of the circumcision.

I therefore unhesitatingly conclude,
that vengeance was declared against
Moses for his negligence, which was
connected with still heavier sins; for
he had not omitted his son's
circumcision from forgetfulness, or
ignorance, or carelessness only, but
because he was aware that it was
disagreeable either to his wife or to
his father-in-law.

Therefore, lest. his wife should quarrel
with him, or his father-in-law trouble
him, he preferred to gratify them than
to give occasion for divisions, or
enmity, or disturbance. In the
meantime, however, for the sake of
the favor of men he neglected to obey
God.
– John Calvin

When the circumcising of the whole
nation was finished, they remained in
their places in the camp until they
were healed.

Genesis 38:25-27
On the third day, when they were
sore, two of the sons of Jacob,
Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers,
took their swords and came against
the city while it felt secure and killed
all the males. The sons of Jacob came
upon the slain and plundered the city,
because they had defiled their sister.

On the one hand, this was the moment Israel
should have attacked the Canaanite forces in
Jericho. On the other hand, if the armies of
Jericho had known of the circumcision of the
Jewish army, they should attacked the
weakened troops. Humanly speaking, the
actions of the Jews were utter folly. But the
wisdom of God is not like human wisdom,
and it was far more important that the hearts
of the people be right with God than that
they gain a momentary military advantage.
– James Montgomery Boice

For the people of Israel walked forty
years in the wilderness, until all the
nation, the men of war who came out of
Egypt, perished, because they did not
obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD
swore to them that he would not let them
see the land that the LORD had sworn to
their fathers to give to us, a land flowing
with milk and honey. So it was their
children, whom he raised up in their
place, that Joshua circumcised.

And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today
I have rolled away the reproach of
Egypt from you.”

And so the name of that place is
called Gilgal to this day. While the
people of Israel were encamped at
Gilgal, they kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the month in
the evening on the plains of Jericho.

The exodus was the most important
salvation event of the Old Testament.
God rescued his people from Egyptian
bondage by miraculous and extraordinary
means. They had no human means to
escape Egypt, but God himself provided
the way out. We should not be surprised
that the significance of such an important
event reverberates through the rest of the
Old Testament and into the New
Testament.
– Tremper Longman 	
  

Exodus 12:7-12
Then they shall take some of the blood
and put it on the two doorposts and the
lintel of the houses in which they eat it…
For I will pass through the land of Egypt
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn
in the land of Egypt…The blood shall be a
sign for you, on the houses where you
are. And when I see the blood, I will pass
over you, and no plague will befall you to
destroy you, when I strike the land of
Egypt.

Exodus 12:14
This day shall be for you a memorial
day, and you shall keep it as a feast
to the LORD; throughout your
generations, as a statute forever, you
shall keep it as a feast.	
  

Passover signified that protection
from the judgment of God,
deliverance from the wrath of God
requires death and requires, listen,
the death of an innocent substitute.
– John MacArthur

And the day after the Passover, on
that very day, they ate of the produce
of the land, unleavened cakes and
parched grain. And the manna ceased
the day after they ate of the produce
of the land. And there was no longer
manna for the people of Israel, but
they ate of the fruit of the land of
Canaan that year.

We also need to learn Israel’s lesson.
Americans are always anxious to rush
ahead with some program, and the
larger the effort and the faster it is
executed, the better. We need to learn
that this is not always God’s way. What
we do is important. But what we are is
more important still . It is more
important that God have our hearts and
minds than our swords.
– James Montgomery Boice

Like circumcision, baptism signifies
that we are God’s people.
Colossians 2:11-12
In him also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by
putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, having been buried
with him in baptism, in which you were
also raised with him through faith in the
powerful working of God, who raised him
from the dead.

Like Passover, communion signifies
that God rescued us to make us his
people.
1 Corinthians 5:7
Cleanse out the old leaven that you may
be a new lump, as you really are
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover
lamb, has been sacrificed.

We also need to learn Israel’s lesson.
Americans are always anxious to rush
ahead with some program, and the
larger the effort and the faster it is
executed, the better. We need to learn
that this is not always God’s way. What
we do is important. But what we are is
more important still . It is more
important that God have our hearts and
minds than our swords.
– James Montgomery Boice

