Pt. 4
The God Who
Creates (Pt. 1)

God was under no constraint, no
obligation, no necessity to create.
That He chose to do so was purely
a sovereign act on His part, caused
by nothing outside Himself,
determined by nothing but His own
mere good pleasure.
– A. W. Pink

Genesis 1:1-8, 24-27, 31
In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth. The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters. And God said,
"Let there be light," and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

And God said, "Let there be an expanse
in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters."
And God made the expanse and
separated the waters that were under
the expanse from the waters that were
above the expanse. And it was so. And
God called the expanse Heaven. And
there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth
living creatures according to their kinds-livestock and creeping things and beasts
of the earth according to their kinds."
And it was so. And God made the beasts
of the earth according to their kinds and
the livestock according to their kinds, and
everything that creeps on the ground
according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. Then God said, "Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness.

And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over
all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.“ So God
created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and
female he created them… And God saw
everything that he had made, and behold,
it was very good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the sixth day.

In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.
Re’shet- an indefinite period of time

Genesis 10:10
Re’shet of his kingdom was
The beginning
Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in
the land of Shinar.

In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.
Bara- only used of God- to make something
out of nothing (ex- nihilo)
Hebrews 11:3
By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are
visible.

God is distinct from His creation. He
isn’t a part of it; it isn’t a part of Him. He
didn’t “arise” from it; it didn’t’ “arise”
from Him. He spoke, and where nothing
was before, it was.
- J. Budziszewski

In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.
Phrase ‘heavens and the earth’ is shorthand
for the entirety of the universe
Genesis 2:4
These are the generations of the heavens
and the earth when they were created, in the
day that the LORD God made the earth and
the heavens.

The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of
the deep.

tōhu vabōhu- formless and empty

Initially, the created universe had no
distinctive shape; its structure would
be formed by the artistry and design
of God.
– Derek Thomas
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and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good.
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed,
each according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good.
and every winged bird according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good.

Job 38:4-7
"Where were you when I laid the
foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you
have understanding. Who determined
its measurements--surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it? On
what were its bases sunk, or who laid
its cornerstone, when the morning stars
sang together and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?

Do you see the picture? No man was
there. But in making his point, God cannot
resist, it seems, mentioning what the mood
of heaven was like at the moment of
creation. All the angels had evidently been
created before the universe. And it is not
hard to see why. God meant there to be
an audience when he created the world. I
am sure he said, “Watch this!” when he
spoke the galaxies into existence. Imagine
the awe and wonder that exploded among
the angels.

They had never seen or imagined matter.
They are all “ministering spirits” (Hebrews
1:14) and have no material bodies as we
do. When God brought material stuff into
existence with all its incredible variety and
utterly unheard-of qualities of sight and
sound and smell and touch and taste, this
was totally unknown to the angels. God
had made it all up. It was absolutely,
unimaginably new! And the response of the
angels was to shout for joy!
– John Piper

Psalm 147:4
He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.

If you were to take every single, solitary
grain of sand off of every square inch of
beach on the face of the earth, you
wouldn’t equal the number of stars in
the galaxies of the universe. And your
God made them all! More amazing still,
He named them all!
– Sam Storms

1 Timothy 4:1-4
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later
times some will depart from the faith by
devoting themselves to deceitful spirits
and teachings of demons…who forbid
marriage and require abstinence from
foods that God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and
know the truth. For everything created by
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected
if it is received with thanksgiving,

