Overcoming “OT-Phobia”

Acts 13:13-42
Now Paul and his companions set sail
from Paphos and came to Perga in
Pamphylia. And John left them and
returned to Jerusalem, but they went on
from Perga and came to Antioch in
Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they
went into the synagogue and sat down.
After the reading from the Law and the
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue
sent a message to them, saying,

“Brothers, if you have any word of
encouragement for the people, say it.”
So Paul stood up, and motioning with
his hand said:“Men of Israel and you
who fear God, listen. The God of this
people Israel chose our fathers and
made the people great during their stay
in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted
arm he led them out of it. And for about
forty years he put up with them in the
wilderness. And after destroying seven

nations in the land of Canaan, he gave
them their land as an inheritance. All
this took about 450 years. And after
that he gave them judges until Samuel
the prophet. Then they asked for a
king, and God gave them Saul the son
of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin,
for forty years. And when he had
removed him, he raised up David to be
their king, of whom he testified and
said, ‘I have found in David the son of

Jesse a man after my heart, who will do
all my will.’ Of this man's offspring God
has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus,
as he promised. Before his coming,
John had proclaimed a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel.
And as John was finishing his course,
he said, ‘What do you suppose that I
am? I am not he. No, but behold, after
me one is coming, the sandals of
whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’

“Brothers, sons of the family of
Abraham, and those among you who
fear God, to us has been sent the
message of this salvation. For those
who live in Jerusalem and their rulers,
because they did not recognize him nor
understand the utterances of the
prophets, which are read every
Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning
him. And though they found in him no
guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate

to have him executed. And when they
had carried out all that was written of
him, they took him down from the tree
and laid him in a tomb. But God raised
him from the dead, and for many days
he appeared to those who had come up
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem,
who are now his witnesses to the
people. And we bring you the good
news that what God promised to the
fathers, this he has fulfilled to us their

children by raising Jesus, as also it is
written in the second Psalm, “‘You are
my Son, today I have begotten you.’
And as for the fact that he raised him
from the dead, no more to return to
corruption, he has spoken in this way
“‘I will give you the holy and sure
blessings of David.’ Therefore he says
also in another psalm, “‘You will not let
your Holy One see corruption.’ For
David, after he had served the purpose

of God in his own generation, fell
asleep and was laid with his fathers
and saw corruption, but he whom God
raised up did not see corruption. Let it
be known to you therefore, brothers,
that through this man forgiveness of
sins is proclaimed to you, and by him
everyone who believes is freed from
everything from which you could not be
freed by the law of Moses. Beware,
therefore, lest what is said in the

Prophets should come about:
“‘Look, you scoffers,
be astounded and perish;
for I am doing a work in your days,
a work that you will not believe,
even if one tells it to you.’”

Genesis 9:20-25
Noah began to be a man of the soil,
and he planted a vineyard. He drank of
the wine and became drunk and lay
uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father and told his two brothers
outside. Then Shem and Japheth took
a garment, laid it on both their
shoulders, and walked backward and
covered the nakedness of their father.

Their faces were turned backward, and
they did not see their father's
nakedness. When Noah awoke from
his wine and knew what his youngest
son had done to him, he said,
“Cursed be Canaan;
a servant of servants shall he
be to his brothers.”

Leviticus 11:20-23
“All winged insects that go on all fours are
detestable to you. Yet among the winged
insects that go on all fours you may eat
those that have jointed legs above their
feet, with which to hop on the ground. Of
them you may eat: the locust of any kind,
the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of
any kind, and the grasshopper of any
kind. But all other winged insects that
have four feet are detestable to you.

2 Kings 2:23-25
Elisha went up from there to Bethel, and
while he was going up on the way, some
small boys came out of the city and jeered
at him, saying, “Go up, you baldhead! Go
up, you baldhead!” And he turned around,
and when he saw them, he cursed them in
the name of the LORD. And two she-bears
came out of the woods and tore forty-two
of the boys. From there he went on to
Mount Carmel, and from there he returned
to Samaria.

The God of the Old Testament is arguably
the most unpleasant character in all fiction:
jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust,
unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive,
bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a
misogynistic, homophobic, racist,
infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential,
megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic,
capriciously malevolent bully.
– Richard Dawkins
in The God Delusion

The Bible Jesus Read
Matthew 4:4
But he answered, “It is written,“‘Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’”
Matthew 22:29-32
But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong,
because you know neither the Scriptures nor
the power of God… have you not read what
was said to you by God: ‘I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the
living.”

The Bible was the only book Jesus
every quoted, and then never as a
basis for discussion but to decide the
point at issue.
– Leon Morris

The Bible The Apostles Preached
Acts 17:2-3
And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on
three Sabbath days he reasoned with them
from the Scriptures, explaining and proving
that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and
to rise from the dead
Acts 28:23
From morning till evening he expounded to
them, testifying to the kingdom of God and
trying to convince them about Jesus both from
the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.

How can Christian pastors hope to
feed their flock on a well-balanced
spiritual diet if they completely
neglect the 39 books of Holy
Scripture on which Christ and all the
New Testament authors received their
own spiritual nourishment?
– Gleason Archer

The Bible Of 1st Century Christians
2 Timothy 3:15
and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which
are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus.
Romans 15:4
For whatever was written in former days
was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement
of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.
John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.

CommunityGod enjoys perfect
relationship in the
love among the
Father, Son and Holy
Spirit

CreationGod creates a
perfect world
where we can be
brought into this
perfect community.

CrashMan rejects God’s
gracious invitation
and plunges the
human race into
ruin.

CovenantGod promises to
bring man back to
himself and pursues
man in love.

CrownGod chooses a
family, makes it a
nation to bless the
whole world.

CrisisIsrael rejects God’s
plan, so God sends
prophets/leaders
to call them back.

Christ God enters human
history as a man to
do for man what
they could never do
for themselves

ChurchJesus works
through the very
people he has
saved to rescue the
world

ConsummationGod restores all
things to perfect
order and brings
us back into
perfect community

Regarding its style, the Bible includes
historical records, sermons, letters, a hymn
book, love songs, geographical surveys,
architectural specifications, travel diaries,
population statistics, family trees,
inventories, and numerous legal
documents. The Bible is very multicultural,
as people from varying continents, periods
of history, backgrounds, incomes, and
cultures contributed to the writing of its
books.
– Mark Driscoll
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Genesis through Malachi (39 books) tell this story
(whole Old Testament)

2 Timothy 3:14-17
But as for you, continue in what you
have learned and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it and
how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.

Luke 24:44-45
He said to them, "This is what I told you
while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is WRITTEN
ABOUT ME in the Law of Moses, the
Prophets and the Psalms." Then he
opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures.

Remove Christ from the Scriptures
and there is nothing left.
– Martin Luther

Once we truly grasp the message of
the New Testament, it is impossible
to read the Old Testament again
without seeing Christ on every
page, in every story, foreshadowed
or anticipated in every event and
narrative.
– Michael Horton

Psalm 1
Blessed is the man who walks not in
the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat
of scoffers; but his delight is in the
law of the LORD, and on his law he
meditates day and night. He is like a
tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season, and
its leaf does not wither.In all that he
does, he prospers.

The wicked are not so, but are like
chaff that the wind drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in
the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous; for the
LORD knows the way of the
righteous,
but the way of the wicked will
perish.

