The Life Is In The Blood

Leviticus 17:10-11
“If any one of the house of Israel or of
the strangers who sojourn among them
eats any blood, I will set my face
against that person who eats blood and
will cut him off from among his people.
For the life of the flesh is in the
blood, and I have given it for you on
the altar to make atonement for your
souls, for it is the blood that makes
atonement by the life.
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All throughout the Old Testament God
had ordained a sacrificial system that
resulted in the incessant flow of blood.
– John MacArthur

For the life of the flesh is in the blood,
and I have given it for you on the altar
to make atonement for your souls, for it
is the blood that makes atonement by
the life.

We are to think of the sacrificial
system as God-given, not of human
origin, and of the individual sacrifices
not as a human device to placate
God but as a means of atonement
provided by God himself.
– John Stott
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Proverbs 21:27
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination; how
much more when he brings it with evil intent.

Proverbs 15:8
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to
the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is
acceptable to him.
Psalm 51:16-17
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would
give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit;a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will
not despise.

Leviticus 19:2
Speak to all the congregation of the
people of Israel and say to them, You
shall be holy, for I the LORD your God
am holy.

Holiness is the biblical ‘shorthand’ for
the very essence of God. This makes
the command of Leviticus 19:2 quite
breath-taking. Your quality of life, it said
to Israel, must reflect the very heart of
God’s character. No less breath-taking,
of course, was Jesus’ own echo of the
verse to his disciples: ‘Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect’.
– Christopher Wright

Genesis 3:21
And the LORD God made for Adam
and for his wife garments of skins and
clothed them.

The clothing which God provided was in
itself different from what man had thought
of. Adam took leaves from an inanimate,
unfeeling tree; God deprived an animal of
life, that the shame of His creature might
be relieved. This was the last thing Adam
would have thought of doing. To us life is
cheap and death familiar, but Adam
recognized death as the punishment of sin.
Death was to early man a sign of God’s
anger. And he had to learn that sin could
be covered not by a bunch of leaves

snatched from a bush as he passed by
and that would grow again next year, but
only by pain and blood. Sin cannot be
atoned for by any mechanical action nor
without expenditure of feeling. Suffering
must ever follow wrong-doing. From the
first sin to the last, the track of the sinner is
marked with blood. Once we have sinned
we cannot regain permanent peace of
conscience save through pain, and this not
only pain of our own.

The first hint of this was given as soon as
conscience was aroused in man. It was
made apparent that sin was a real and
deep evil, and that by no easy and cheap
process could the sinner be restored.
– Marcus Dods

Hebrews 10:1-4
For since the law has but a shadow of the
good things to come instead of the true form of
these realities, it can never, by the same
sacrifices that are continually offered every
year, make perfect those who draw near.
Otherwise, would they not have ceased to
be offered, since the worshipers, having once
been cleansed, would no longer have any
consciousness of sins? But in these sacrifices
there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to
take away sins.

Hebrews 10:11-14
And every priest stands daily at his
service, offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away
sins. But when Christ had offered for all
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of God, waiting
from that time until his enemies should
be made a footstool for his feet. For by
a single offering he has perfected for
all time those who are being sanctified.

He has done all that was necessary to
be done, to make an atonement and an
end of sin. He has done so much, that it
will never be needful for him again to
be crucified. His side, once opened,
has sent forth a stream deep, deep
enough, and precious enough, to wash
away all sin; and he needs not again
that his side should be opened, or, that
any more his hands should be nailed to
the cross.

Christ would not sit down in heaven if
he had more work to do. Sitting down is
the posture of rest. Seldom he sat
down on earth; he said, "I must be
about my Father's business." Journey
after journey, labour after labour,
preaching after preaching, followed
each other in quick succession. His
was a life of incessant toil. Rest was a
word which Jesus never spelled. he
may sit for a moment on the well;

but even there he preaches to the
woman of Samaria. He goes into the
wilderness, but not to sleep; he goes
there to pray. His midnights are spent in
labours as hard as those of the day—
labours of agonising prayer, wrestling
with his Father for the souls of men. His
was a life of continual bodily, mental,
and spiritual labour; his whole man was
exercised. But now he rests; there is no
more toil for him now; here is no more

sweat of blood, no more the weary foot,
no more the aching head. No more has
he to do. He sits still, and the very fact
that he sits still, and rests, and is at
ease, proves that his work is finished
and is complete.
– Charles Spurgeon

