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ASH WEDNESDAY

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for 
the day of the Lord is coming, it is near - a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like 
blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, 
nor will be again after them in ages to come. ...Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Who 
knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering 
for the Lord, your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom 
leave his room, and the bride her canopy. Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, weep. Let them say, "Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery" (NRSV)

Psalm 103:8-14
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor 
will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion 
for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. For he knows how we were made; he 
remembers that we are dust. (NRSV)



WEEK ONE

Psalm 51
(For the choir director: A psalm of David, regarding the time Nathan the prophet came to him after David had committed 
adultery with Bathsheba.)

Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of my 
sins. Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin. For I recognize my shameful deeds; they haunt me day and 
night. Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil in your sight. You will be proved right in what 
you say, and your judgment against me is just. For I was born a sinner; yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
But you desire honesty from the heart, so you can teach me to be wise in my inmost being.
 
Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Oh, give me back my joy again; 
you have broken me, now let me rejoice. Don't keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God. Renew a right spirit within me. Do not banish me from your presence, and don't take your Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore to me again the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you. Then I will teach your 
ways to sinners, and they will return to you.
 
Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness. Unseal my lips, O Lord, 
that I may praise you. You would not be pleased with sacrifices, or I would bring them. If I brought you a burnt offering, 
you would not accept it. The sacrifice you want is a broken spirit. A broken and repentant heart, O God, you will not 
despise. Look with favor on Zion and help her; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Then you will be pleased with worthy 
sacrifices and with our whole burnt offerings; and bulls will again be sacrificed on your altar. (NLT)



WEEK two

Psalm 63.1-8
O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water. So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 
 
Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live; I will 
lift up my hands and call on your name. My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with 
joyful lips when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night ... for you have been 
my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 
(NRSV)

Psalm 33.13-20
The LORD looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race. From his throne he observes all who live 
on the earth. He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do. The best-equipped army cannot 
save a king, nor is great strength enough to save a warrior. Don't count on your warhorse to give you 
victory—for all its strength, it cannot save you. But the LORD watches over those who fear him, those who rely 
on his unfailing love. He rescues them from death and keeps them alive in times of famine. We depend on the 
LORD alone to save us. Only he can help us, protecting us like a shield. (NLT)



WEEK two

Matthew 4.1-11
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, "If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread." But he answered, "It is written, 
'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.' " Then the 
devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, "If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you,' and 
'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.' " Jesus said 
to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' " Again, the devil took him to a 
very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to 
him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me." Jesus said to him, "Away with you, 
Satan! for it is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.' " then the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him. (NRSV)



The LORD looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race. From his throne he observes all who live 
on the earth. He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do. The best-equipped army cannot 
save a king, nor is great strength enough to save a warrior. Don't count on your warhorse to give you 
victory—for all its strength, it cannot save you. But the LORD watches over those who fear him, those who rely 
on his unfailing love. He rescues them from death and keeps them alive in times of famine. We depend on the 
LORD alone to save us. Only he can help us, protecting us like a shield. (NLT)

WEEK three

Psalms, 79.4, 8-10
O LORD, how long will you be angry with us? Forever? How long will your jealousy burn like fire? 
 
Oh, do not hold us guilty for our former sins! Let your tenderhearted mercies quickly meet our needs, 
for we are brought low to the dust. Help us, O God of our salvation! Help us for the honor of your 
name. Oh, save us and forgive our sins for the sake of your name. (NLT)

Romans 5.6-11
When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. Now, no one 
is likely to die for a good person, though someone might be willing to die for a person who is especially 
good. But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 
And since we have been made right in God's sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 
God's judgment. For since we were restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son while we 
were still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by his life. So now we 
can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God—all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has 
done for us in making us friends of God. (NLT)



WEEK four

James 4.1-10
Where do all the fights and quarrels among you come from? They come from your desires for pleasure, which 
are constantly fighting within you. You want things, but you cannot have them, so you are ready to kill; you 
strongly desire things, but you cannot get them, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have what you want 
because you do not ask God for it. And when you ask, you do not receive it, because your motives are bad; 
you ask for things to use for your own pleasures. ... Don't think that there is no truth in the scripture that says, 
"The spirit that God placed in us is filled with fierce desires." But the grace that God gives is even stronger. As 
the scripture says, "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble."
 
So then, submit yourselves to God. Resist the Devil, and he will run away from you. Come near to God, and he 
will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners! Purify your hearts, you hypocrites! Be sorrowful, cry, and 
weep; change your laughter into crying, your joy into gloom! Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up. (TEV)

John 16.19-22
(Jesus speaks to his disciples before his death)
"Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn ... you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a 
woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has come. But when her child is born, she no longer 
remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain 
now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. (NRSV)



WEEK four

Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I have everything I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me 
beside peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to 
his name. Even when I walk through the dark valley of death, I will not be afraid, for you are close 
beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence 
of my enemies. You welcome me as a guest, anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with bless-
ings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the 
house of the LORD forever. (NLT)



WEEK five

Matthew 10.24-32, 38-39
(Jesus teaches his disciples)
"No pupil is greater than his teacher; no slave is greater than his master. So a pupil should be satisfied to become like 
his teacher, and a slave like his master. If the head of the family is called Beelzebul, the members of the family will be 
called even worse names! So do not be afraid of people. Whatever is now covered up will be uncovered, and every 
secret will be made known. What I am telling you in the dark you must repeat in broad daylight, and what you have 
heard in private you must announce from the housetops. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather be afraid of God, who can destroy both body and soul in hell. For only a penny you can buy two sparrows, 
yet not one sparrow falls to the ground without your Father's consent. As for you, even the hairs of your head have all 
been counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth much more than many sparrows! Those who declare publicly that they 
belong to me, I will do the same for them before my Father in heaven. 
 
"Those who do not take up their cross and follow in my steps are not fit to be my disciples. Those who try to gain their 
own life will lose it; but those who lose their life for my sake will gain it." (TEV)

Psalm 130
(A song for the ascent to Jerusalem)
From the depths of despair, O LORD, I call for your help. Hear my cry, O Lord. Pay attention to my prayer. LORD, if you 
kept a record of our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive? But you offer forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you.
 
I am counting on the LORD; yes, I am counting on him. I have put my hope in his word. I long for the Lord more than 
sentries long for the dawn, yes, more than sentries long for the dawn. O Israel, hope in the LORD; for with the LORD 
there is unfailing love and an overflowing supply of salvation. He himself will free Israel from every kind of sin. (NLT)



Passion week

Isaiah 52.13-53.12
(This passage foretells the Passion of Jesus by more than six hundred years.)

See, my servant will prosper; he will be highly exalted. Many were amazed when they saw him — beaten and bloodied, so disfig-
ured one would scarcely know he was a person. And he will again startle many nations. Kings will stand speechless in his pres-
ence. For they will see what they had not previously been told about; they will understand what they had not heard about. 
 
Who has believed our message? To whom will the LORD reveal his saving power? My servant grew up in the LORD's presence 
like a tender green shoot, sprouting from a root in dry and sterile ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appear-
ance, nothing to attract us to him. He was despised and rejected — a man of sorrows, acquainted with bitterest grief. We turned 
our backs on him and looked the other way when he went by. He was despised, and we did not care. 
 
Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment 
from God for his own sins! But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was beaten that we might have peace. He was 
whipped, and we were healed! All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God's paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD 
laid on him the guilt and sins of us all. He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. From prison and trial they led him away to 
his death. But who among the people realized that he was dying for their sins — that he was suffering their punishment? He had 
done no wrong, and he never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man's grave. 
 
But it was the LORD's good plan to crush him and fill him with grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have a 
multitude of children, many heirs. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD's plan will prosper in his hands. When he sees all that is 
accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of what he has experienced, my righteous servant will make it 
possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. I will give him the honors of one who is mighty and great, 
because he exposed himself to death. He was counted among those who were sinners. He bore the sins of many and interceded 
for sinners. (NLT)



Palm sunday

Mark 11.1-10
As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany, 
on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. "Go into that village over there," he told 
them, "and as soon as you enter it, you will see a colt tied there that has never been ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, 'The Lord needs it and will return it 
soon.'" The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside a house. As they 
were untying it, some bystanders demanded, "What are you doing, untying that colt?" They said what 
Jesus had told them to say, and they were permitted to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their garments over it, and he sat on it. Many in the crowd spread their coats on the road ahead 
of Jesus, and others cut leafy branches in the fields and spread them along the way. He was in the 
center of the procession, and the crowds all around him were shouting, "Praise God! Bless the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Praise God in 
highest heaven!" (NLT)



Palm sunday

Psalm 22.1-19
(A Psalm of David: a prophetic prayer, foreshadowing Jesus' own prayer from the cross by a thousand years)

My God, my God! Why have you forsaken me? Why do you remain so distant? Why do you ignore my cries 
for help? Every day I call to you, my God, but you do not answer. Every night you hear my voice, but I find no 
relief. Yet you are holy. The praises of Israel surround your throne. Our ancestors trusted in you, and you 
rescued them. You heard their cries for help and saved them. They put their trust in you and were never 
disappointed. But I am a worm and not a man. I am scorned and despised by all! Everyone who sees me 
mocks me. They sneer and shake their heads, saying, "Is this the one who relies on the LORD? Then let the 
LORD save him! If the LORD loves him so much, let the LORD rescue him!" Yet you brought me safely from 
my mother's womb and led me to trust you when I was a nursing infant. I was thrust upon you at my birth. You 
have been my God from the moment I was born.
 
Do not stay so far from me, for trouble is near, and no one else can help me. My enemies surround me like a 
herd of bulls; fierce bulls of Bashan have hemmed me in! Like roaring lions attacking their prey, they come at 
me with open mouths. My life is poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart is like wax, 
melting within me. My strength has dried up like sunbaked clay. My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. You 
have laid me in the dust and left me for dead. My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang 
closes in on me. They have pierced my hands and feet. I can count every bone in my body. My enemies stare 
at me and gloat. They divide my clothes among themselves and throw dice for my garments. O LORD, do not 
stay away! You are my strength; come quickly to my aid! (NLT)



Maundy thursday

John 13:1-17
Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and return to 
his Father. He now showed the disciples the full extent of his love. It was time for supper, and the Devil 
had already enticed Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to carry out his plan to betray Jesus. Jesus knew 
that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and would 
return to God. So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and 
poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel 
he had around him. When he came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, "Lord, why are you going to 
wash my feet?" Jesus replied, "You don't understand now why I am doing it; someday you will." "No," 
Peter protested, "you will never wash my feet!"Jesus replied, "But if I don't wash you, you won't belong 
to me." Simon Peter exclaimed, "Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!" Jesus 
replied, "A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, to be entirely 
clean. And you are clean, but that isn't true of everyone here." For Jesus knew who would betray him. 
That is what he meant when he said, "Not all of you are clean." After washing their feet, he put on his 
robe again and sat down and asked, "Do you understand what I was doing? You call me 'Teacher' and 
'Lord,' and you are right, because it is true. And since I, the Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you ought to wash each other's feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 
How true it is that a servant is not greater than the master. Nor are messengers more important than 
the one who sends them. You know these things —now do them! That is the path of blessing. (NLT)



Maundy thursday

Mark 11.1-10
As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany, 
on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. "Go into that village over there," he told 
them, "and as soon as you enter it, you will see a colt tied there that has never been ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, 'The Lord needs it and will return it 
soon.'" The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside a house. As they 
were untying it, some bystanders demanded, "What are you doing, untying that colt?" They said what 
Jesus had told them to say, and they were permitted to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their garments over it, and he sat on it. Many in the crowd spread their coats on the road ahead 
of Jesus, and others cut leafy branches in the fields and spread them along the way. He was in the 
center of the procession, and the crowds all around him were shouting, "Praise God! Bless the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Praise God in 
highest heaven!" (NLT)
 
Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which the world cannot give, I 
give to you. I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you.
 
Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which the world cannot give, I 
give to you. By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That you have love for one another. 
(BCP)



GOOD friday

Mark 14.32 - 15.37
"Take this cup of suffering away from me."

And they came to an olive grove called Gethsemane, and Jesus said, "Sit here while I go and pray." He 
took Peter, James, and John with him, and he began to be filled with horror and deep distress. He told 
them, "My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and watch with me." He went on a 
little farther and fell face down on the ground. He prayed that, if it were possible, the awful hour await-
ing him might pass him by. "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Please take this cup 
of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine." Then he returned and found the disciples 
asleep. "Simon!" he said to Peter. "Are you asleep? Couldn't you stay awake and watch with me even 
one hour? Keep alert and pray. Otherwise temptation will overpower you. For though the spirit is willing 
enough, the body is weak." Then Jesus left them again and prayed, repeating his pleadings. Again he 
returned to them and found them sleeping, for they just couldn't keep their eyes open. And they didn't 
know what to say. When he returned to them the third time, he said, "Still sleeping? Still resting? 
Enough! The time has come. I, the Son of Man, am betrayed into the hands of sinners. Up, let's be 
going. See, my betrayer is here!"
A kiss and a sword



GOOD friday

Mark 14.32 - 15.37
And immediately, as he said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a mob that was armed 
with swords and clubs. They had been sent out by the leading priests, the teachers of religious law, 
and the other leaders. Judas had given them a prearranged signal: "You will know which one to arrest 
when I go over and give him the kiss of greeting. Then you can take him away under guard." As soon 
as they arrived, Judas walked up to Jesus. "Teacher!" he exclaimed, and gave him the kiss. Then the 
others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. But someone pulled out a sword and slashed off an ear of the 
high priest's servant. Jesus asked them, "Am I some dangerous criminal, that you come armed with 
swords and clubs to arrest me? Why didn't you arrest me in the Temple? I was there teaching every 
day. But these things are happening to fulfill what the Scriptures say about me." Meanwhile, all his 
disciples deserted him and ran away. There was a young man following along behind, clothed only in a 
linen nightshirt. When the mob tried to grab him, they tore off his clothes, but he escaped and ran away 
naked.
False witnesses



GOOD friday

Mark 14.32 - 15.37
Jesus was led to the high priest's home where the leading priests, other leaders, and teachers of reli-
gious law had gathered. Meanwhile, Peter followed far behind and then slipped inside the gates of the 
high priest's courtyard. For a while he sat with the guards, warming himself by the fire. Inside, the lead-
ing priests and the entire high council were trying to find witnesses who would testify against Jesus, so 
they could put him to death. But their efforts were in vain. Many false witnesses spoke against him, but 
they contradicted each other. Finally, some men stood up to testify against him with this lie: "We heard 
him say, 'I will destroy this Temple made with human hands, and in three days I will build another, 
made without human hands.'" But even then they didn't get their stories straight! Then the high priest 
stood up before the others and asked Jesus, "Well, aren't you going to answer these charges? What 
do you have to say for yourself?" Jesus made no reply. Then the high priest asked him, "Are you the 
Messiah, the Son of the blessed God?" Jesus said, "I am, and you will see me, the Son of Man, sitting 
at God's right hand in the place of power and coming back on the clouds of heaven." Then the high 
priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, "Why do we need other witnesses? You have all 
heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?" And they all condemned him to death. Then some of them 
began to spit at him, and they blindfolded him and hit his face with their fists. "Who hit you that time, 
you prophet?" they jeered. And even the guards were hitting him as they led him away.
"I don't know this man!"



GOOD friday

Mark 14.32 - 15.37
Meanwhile, Peter was below in the courtyard. One of the servant girls who worked for the high priest noticed Peter 
warming himself at the fire. She looked at him closely and then said, "You were one of those with Jesus, the Nazarene." 
Peter denied it. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said, and he went out into the entryway. Just then, a rooster 
crowed. The servant girl saw him standing there and began telling the others, "That man is definitely one of them!" Peter 
denied it again. A little later some other bystanders began saying to Peter, "You must be one of them because you are 
from Galilee." Peter said, "I swear by God, I don't know this man you're talking about." And immediately the rooster 
crowed the second time. Suddenly, Jesus' words flashed through Peter's mind: "Before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny me three times." And he broke down and cried.
"Crucify him!"
Very early in the morning the leading priests, other leaders, and teachers of religious law — the entire high council — 
met to discuss their next step. They bound Jesus and took him to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate asked Jesus, "Are 
you the King of the Jews?"Jesus replied, "Yes, it is as you say." Then the leading priests accused him of many crimes, 
and Pilate asked him, "Aren't you going to say something? What about all these charges against you?" But Jesus said 
nothing, much to Pilate's surprise. Now it was the governor's custom to release one prisoner each year at Passover time 
— anyone the people requested. One of the prisoners at that time was Barabbas, convicted along with others for 
murder during an insurrection. The mob began to crowd in toward Pilate, asking him to release a prisoner as usual. 
"Should I give you the King of the Jews?" Pilate asked. (For he realized by now that the leading priests had arrested 
Jesus out of envy.) But at this point the leading priests stirred up the mob to demand the release of Barabbas instead of 
Jesus. "But if I release Barabbas," Pilate asked them, "what should I do with this man you call the King of the Jews?" 
They shouted back, "Crucify him!" "Why?" Pilate demanded. "What crime has he committed?"But the crowd only roared 
the louder, "Crucify him!"
"Hail! King of the Jews!"



GOOD friday

Mark 14.32 - 15.37
So Pilate, anxious to please the crowd, released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, 
then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to crucify him. The soldiers took him into their headquarters and called out 
the entire battalion. They dressed him in a purple robe and made a crown of long, sharp thorns and put it on his head. 
Then they saluted, yelling, "Hail! King of the Jews!" And they beat him on the head with a stick, spit on him, and dropped 
to their knees in mock worship. When they were finally tired of mocking him, they took off the purple robe and put his 
own clothes on him again. Then they led him away to be crucified. A man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, was 
coming in from the country just then, and they forced him to carry Jesus' cross. (Simon is the father of Alexander and 
Rufus.)
 
And they brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha (which means Skull Hill). They offered him wine drugged with myrrh, 
but he refused it. Then they nailed him to the cross. They gambled for his clothes, throwing dice to decide who would 
get them. It was nine o'clock in the morning when the crucifixion took place. A signboard was fastened to the cross 
above Jesus' head, announcing the charge against him. It read: "The King of the Jews." Two criminals were crucified 
with him, their crosses on either side of his. And the people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. 
"Ha! Look at you now!" they yelled at him. "You can destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days, can you? Well then, 
save yourself and come down from the cross!" The leading priests and teachers of religious law also mocked Jesus. "He 
saved others," they scoffed, "but he can't save himself! Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down from the cross 
so we can see it and believe him!" Even the two criminals who were being crucified with Jesus ridiculed him.
And darkness fell



GOOD friday

Mark 14.32 - 15.37
At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o'clock. Then, at that time Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
"Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Some of the bystanders 
misunderstood and thought he was calling for the prophet Elijah. One of them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, 
holding it up to him on a stick so he could drink. "Leave him alone. Let's see whether Elijah will come and take him 
down!" he said. Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain in the Temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. (NLT)



EASTER

Matthew 28.1-10; 16-20
After the Sabbath, as Sunday morning was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the 
tomb. Suddenly there was a violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled the stone 
away, and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were 
so afraid that they trembled and became like dead men. The angel spoke to the women. "You must not be 
afraid," he said. "I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has been raised, just 
as he said. Come here and see the place where he was lying. Go quickly now, and tell his disciples, "He has 
been raised from death, and now he is going to Galilee ahead of you; there you will see him!' Remember what 
I have told you." So they left the tomb in a hurry, afraid and yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Sud-
denly Jesus met them and said, "Peace be with you." They came up to him, took hold of his feet, and wor-
shiped him. "Do not be afraid," Jesus said to them.

... The eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
worshiped him, even though some of them doubted. Jesus drew near and said to them, "I have been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have com-
manded you. And I will be with you always, to the end of the age." (TEV)



EASTER

Ezekiel 36.24-28
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will 
cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body 
the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes 
and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you 
shall be my people, and I will be your God. (NRSV)
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