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Text: Mark 8:27-36 

NOTES 
A. A conflict of agendas – Mark 8:27-30: 

1. Modern examples: A friend invites you over. You expect it is for a visit but your friend wants help with moving; 
You have planned a Saturday of sleeping in and watching sports but your wife has a different agenda.  

2. Jesus’ and Peter’s clash of agendas. 
a. Jesus asked “Who do men say I am?” Peter gave the right answer (Mark 8:29) and Jesus complimented 

Peter on his answer (recorded in Matthew 16:17-18, which describes the same incident).  
b. Then Jesus said plainly that He would soon die – Mark 8:31. 
c. Jesus’ death was not on Peter’s agenda. Peter & the disciples expected Jesus (as the “Christ” or 

Messiah Peter had just confessed Him to be) to begin to make things right for the nation. 
d. Peter was so disturbed he pulled Jesus aside and rebuked Him (“Jesus, what are You saying? You can’t 

be saying these things!”). Jesus replied with a stern rebuke to Peter. Called him “Satan” – Mark 8:33. 
e. This was a clash of agendas. Pastor Jason E.: “Peter understood his wagon was hitched to Jesus. Jesus 

would set them free. They would be famous, the talk of the town. They would be kicking butts, not 
suffering.” 

f. Jesus’ response to Peter (and us): You’ve got this wrong. It’s not going to look like you think it will. 
Rather, this (Mark 8:34-36) is what you’ve signed up for.  

B. What it means to follow Jesus – Mark 8:34-36: 
1. Following Jesus is radical. 

a. It’s not a little addition to the rest of life but demands all of life.  
b. It’s radical because it will challenge us to lay aside comfort as we put others’ needs & rights before our 

own. 
c. It’s radical because we give up control of our lives. 
d. It’s radical because we take up our cross—the tool of execution (uncomfortable, painful, noticeable). It 

demands access to our schedule. It may make us unpopular. 
e. Pastor Jason E.: “Jesus is not calling us to a life of comfort but to a radical life marked by self-denial 

and sacrifice where we’re no longer in the driver’s seat. He loves us but it’s no longer about us.” 
2. Following Jesus is transformative. 

a. We do all we can to become our best selves (diet, read self-help, add religion etc.) striving to make 
enough tweaks & adjustments to become a version of ourselves we can love. 

b. Jesus wants to see us changed completely—not with little adjustments but from the inside with a brand 
new heart.  

c. Pastor Jason E.: “Cross carriers didn’t come back again. Life as they had known it was finished.” 
d. Baptism pictures this—the old life is dead & buried and we’re raised to a new life in Jesus. 

3. Following Jesus is rewarding. 
a. If we’re counting the cost of following Jesus, we need to count the reward as well. 
b. Jesus didn’t just take up His cross in metaphor but in reality. He lived radically and died so we can 

have a relationship with Him. Pastor Jason E.: “When this reality is alive in our hearts the only 
response is to live for Him.” 

MINISTRY: 
1. When have you experienced a conflict of agendas in a relationship? At home? At work? How did Jesus’ prediction of 
His death contradict the agenda the disciples expected for Him & themselves? What faulty agendas might we have for 
inviting Jesus into our lives? 

2. In what ways is following Jesus radical? Have you experienced this personally? How? What messages and attitudes in 
modern life challenge us to turn back from following Jesus so radically? 

3. How has following Jesus transformed your life and the lives of people you know? How does baptism illustrate this 
transformation? 

4. What are the rewards of following Jesus? How have you personally found it rewarding to be a Jesus follower?  

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, thank You for this incident and Your challenging words about what it means to follow You. Please show us 
where we have a mistaken agenda for inviting You into our lives. May we grow in our understanding of the costs and 
rewards of being Your disciples as we live by Your lose-your-life, cross-carrying agenda. Amen.  


