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NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. Divorce is a painful topic. Almost all of us have been touched by it.  
2. This sermon will not share abysmal divorce statistics and is not meant to condemn anyone. 

B. God’s Heart on Divorce – Mark 10:6-9 
1. When we talk about divorce, it should be in the context of God’s bigger plan for humankind in marriage. When 

we understand His plan for marriage, we’ll be encouraged to re-envision our marriages instead of negotiating 
ways out of them. 

2. Marriage from God’s perspective is not mainly about our happiness. It’s more than intimacy and having 
children. It’s a decision to allow our relationship to reflect God’s heart for relationship. 

3. Marriage is an expression of the triune God. 
a. Jesus takes us back to creation where all was good except that man was alone. Woman was created as 

his partner. 
b. Ephesians 5:22-33 talks about man and woman united – “joined” in Eph. 5:31 is proskollao which means 

“to glue upon, glue to, join oneself, cleave, stick to.” We know how splinters and shards are the result 
of breaking apart two boards glued together.  Similarly divorce is messy and painful.  

4. Marriage is an expression of Christ’s relationship to the church – Ephesians 5:30-33. Husbands are to sacrifice 
themselves for their wives as Christ sacrificed Himself for the church.  

5. Marriage reflects the gospel. In its grace, the bearing with each other, forgiveness it reflects the good news of 
Jesus Christ. 

C. Man’s Detour: 
1. In Jesus’ time divorce was always initiated by the man. Women had little choice but to remarry to survive. 
2. Jesus was in conversation with the Pharisees (Mark 10:2), among whom divorce was common. They followed 

Rabbi Hillel: 
a. Rabbi Hillel: You could divorce a woman for almost any reason, e.g. if she burned breakfast. 
b. Rabbi Shammai – You could divorce a woman for one reason only: sexual immorality.  

3. By his anti-divorce position, Jesus was also defending the sanctity of women.  
a. People (both men and women) are sacred, of unsurpassable worth, created in the image of God, not 

our property or possession to be discarded at will. 
b. In the Greek Orthodox Church Mary is called “Theotokos” – God-bearer. In a sense every woman is a 

Theotokos. 
c. We need to look at our spouse with God’s heart and eyes. Tim Keller: “I see who God is making you 

and it excites me.” 
4. Are there reasons for divorce? 

a. Most of the time divorce happens because of the hardness of sin that causes us to place our happiness 
above God’s grand vision of marriage.  

b. If there is abuse, separate and get out.  
D. Pastoral Encouragement: 

1. Marriages are made, not found. A good marriage is hard work. 
2. Marriage is built on a covenant (promise), not romance. The promise is what keeps love and romance alive. The 

promise is sustained by forgiveness. 
3. You enjoy marriage by enjoying life. Pastor Doug: “People who enjoy life most are most likely to enjoy 

marriage.” 
4. It is not as important to find the right person as to be the right person. Be the person who changes on the 

inside, don’t look at your spouse to fix the things in you. 
5. Singleness is not below marriage. 

a. If you’re single, you are not missing a piece of the puzzle. 
b. Sometimes the message to singles is that you’ll be complete when you find the right person. But 

marriage doesn’t complete you either. Only Jesus can do that.  
MINISTRY 

1. How does marriage reflect God’s heart for relationship? How can a good marriage be a reflection of Christ’s 
relationship to the church? In what ways does marriage reflect the gospel? Discuss some reasons divorce is so painful.  

2. How did the culture of Jesus’ time make divorce easy for men and a horror for women? How did Jesus’ 
position on divorce defend the sanctity of women? Are there reasons for divorce? What are they?  

3. Discuss: “Marriages are made, not found.” Do you agree? What sustains the marriage covenant? What might 
be some solutions (besides divorce) to a marriage that is unsatisfying? What is your experience as a single person? What 
are some misconceptions of singleness?  

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank You for Your plan of marriage. Help us to re-envision our marriages with a view to making 
them a reflection of Christ’s relationship with the church. Help us to keep our promises, to forgive each other, and to 
keep going to You to have our deepest needs met so we can be the right marriage partner or single. Amen. 


