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NOTES: 
A. Introduction: 

1. Pastor Derrick recalls visiting the wax museum in Victoria where he was wowed by the “4D” exhibits. He saw a wax figure depiction of 
Leonardo Da Vinici’s painting of “The Last Supper” but couldn’t identify which disciple was which or name them all. 

2. Do you know all their names? Most of us don’t. But maybe that’s the point. They were ordinary men, without fame, influence, education. 
B. Jesus calls disciples – Mark 3:13-15 

1. In the Luke account we read Jesus spent all night before calling His disciples in prayer – Luke 6:12-16. Then He “Called to Him those He 
Himself wanted. And they came to Him”- Mark 3:13.  

2. Two things are important for a disciple (Mark 3:14,15): 
a. They follow – watch, learn, imitate. The 12 disciples’ time with Jesus was their apprenticeship. 
b. The do His work.  

3. Jesus called twelve because He was constructing a new Israel. 
4. Jesus was forming a new family. Note the break with His earthly family that occurred shortly after – Mark 3:21, 31-34. Pastor Derrick: 

“Sometimes those closest to us are the individuals who hurt us the most.” 
5. In the face of fierce opposition and criticism, Jesus chose 12 loyal followers and endued them with power.  

C. Twelve ordinary men (Mark’s account gives their “nicknames”) – Mark 3:16-19 
1. Simon – Peter. The Rock. Brought to Jesus by his brother Andrew. Prominent in the early church. 
2. James – One of the first to be martyred. 
3. John – Brother of James. Called “Sons of Thunder.” John wrote Gospel of John, 1, 2, 3 John, and Revelation. Last disciple to die. 
4. Andrew – Peter’s brother. Though Andrew brought Peter to Jesus, Peter became more predominant. Tradition: brought gospel to Black 

Sea area of Europe. 
5. Philip – Married, In Acts he traveled as an evangelist and was influential in the book of Acts.  
6. Bartholomew (or Nathaniel) – Witnessed the ascension. 
7. Matthew – A Levite and tax collector for the Romans. Wrote the Gospel of Matthew. 
8. Thomas – Famous for doubting. Tradition: he preached the gospel in India and died there. 
9. James son of Alphaeus – Tradition: he was crucified upside-down in Egypt. 
10. Judas (or Thaddeus) – May have written the book of Jude. 
11. Simon the Zealot – a nationalist—someone bent on overthrowing Rome and bringing the kingdom to Israel. Barclay: “If Simon the Zealot 

had met Matthew the tax collector anywhere else but in the company of Jesus, he would probably have stuck a dagger into him. But with 
Jesus there is grace.” 

12. Judas Iscariot – Betrayed Jesus.  
D. The mission – Mark 3:14,15 

1. The twelve were trained and sent as “apostles” sent out ones, messengers. 
2. Jesus invited them to join in praying for spiritual harvesters – Matthew 9:37,38.  
3. He sent them to make disciples, to partner with Him to win the spiritually lost – Matthew 28:19,20. 
4. Modern examples of disciple-makers: 

a. Praying for needs even in unlikely places like a restaurant. 
b. Asking for God’s assignments: “Who do You want me to pray for today? Who do You want me to love? Where are my good 

deeds going to explode? 
c. Betenbough Construction (example from the Global Leadership summit) where the company does much more for its employees 

than just give them work (see http://tinyurl.com/zrusom6). 
5. We do this with Jesus’ power and by His authority – Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:7,8; Romans 8:11.  

MINISTRY: 
1. Share the story of when Jesus called you. How do we watch, learn from, and listen to Jesus (since we don’t’ have Him in the flesh like the 
disciples did)? How has answering Jesus’ call and your loyalty to Him impacted your relationship with your family?  

2. Why were Matthew and Simon the Zealot unlikely co-disciples? Discuss what being a follower of Jesus does to natural barriers like race, politics, 
education, economic status etc.   

3. With which of the 12 apostles to you identify most closely? Why?  

4. Jesus left us with the assignment to make disciples (Matthew 28:19,20). What two things are essential in a disciple? What does the role of a 
modern disciple-maker consist of? Who have you discipled? How did you do this?  

PRAYER:  
Dear Jesus, thank You for choosing ordinary people to be Your disciples. Thank You for choosing and calling us. Help us to make ourselves available 
to the Holy Spirit as spiritual harvesters and disciple-makers. Fill us with Your authority and power. Use us this week, we pray. Amen. 
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