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NOTES: 
A. Parables: 

1. Parables are truths illustrated by life; ordinary life situations that illustrate truth. 
2. Mark 4 contains three parables about the Kingdom of God. In the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-9) Jesus is talking about Himself—the 

sower doesn’t concern himself so much with where the seed falls as that he is scattering seed which spreads here and there and in this 
way spreads all over the world. 

3. Principle: You and I are also stewards of the truth called the gospel and we’re sowing seed. Our job is to take the seed, the truth, found in 
God’s word, and throw it out as we go through life. Don’t worry about where it lands; that’s God’s job. 

B. David Ash story: a parable of what happens when someone takes seed, throws it into a life and it multiplies. 
1. David first attended our church 13 years ago when he came with a neighbour.  

a. It was as a result of the family’s housekeeper, Bonnie, a Christian. 
i. David was hostile toward God & Christianity after a difficult childhood with a mentally ill mother, and a kind, though 

alcoholic father who died too young. 
ii. Bonnie took the job after too many robbery incidents as a bank teller. God told her: “Your work here will be 

housekeeping but your job will be praying this family into the kingdom.” 
iii. Bonnie befriended and prayed with David’s wife Lise but never with David, until one day three years after coming to 

work, when God told her it was time to pray with David. The Sun. after he came to church. 
b. David’s experience at church was a feeling of becoming undone. He couldn’t stop crying through the worship and message. This 

happened three weeks in a row. 
2. On the third Sunday he went to the prayer room where Pastor Don Cantelon explained what it meant to be born again and prayed with 

him. 
a. David Ash: “At that moment my mind exploded with the awareness of perfection and purity. I was in the presence of 

overwhelming love.” 
b. He experienced 2 Corinthians 3:16-18 firsthand. DA: “The veil had been lifted. The arguments and theories against God seemed 

empty and childish. Arguments were replaced with a sense of peace.” 
3. Shortly after that Lise also had an encounter with God. 
4. In their quest to learn about and live the Christian life, the Ashes were thinking of taking a short sabbatical but a friend, Sean Lambert 

(involved with Youth with A Mission – YWAM) advised them to attend YWAM’s 5-month training instead. 
5. They did and their DTS (Discipleship Training School) was the first of a series of oversea mission trips. DA: “Now we have the honour and 

privilege of working with all kinds of people all over the world in slums, orphanages, schools, marketplaces.” 
6. This April they volunteered for 3 weeks in the Moria Refugee Camp on the Greek Island of Lesbos.  

a. A former prison camp for 12,000 that now holds 32,000 refugees = much tension, fights, riots, hours in food lines. 
b. Mohammed, a former bodyguard came to Lise’s aid in one tense situation (Lise, a nurse, was a natural here.) 
c. David & Lise befriended Mohammed. David disobeyed agency rules and shared the gospel with Mohammed. 
d. He accepted Christ. David experienced communion of pita and humus with him.  
e. Mohammed changed his name to John. Has been moved to another camp. We prayed for this new Christian.  

7. David no longer stresses over the fact that he’s not a career missionary but an entrepreneur. Looks at his entrepreneurship as a vocation, 
not a calling. 

a. First we are all children of God. 
b. The separation between the secular and sacred is a manmade division. We are all “chosen, a royal priesthood, a holy nation” – 1 

Peter 2:9. DA: “Like Bonnie, we have a calling as important as any pastor’s or missionary’s. There is no hierarchy in Christ. The 
ground is perfectly level at the foot of the cross where God will use each of us in practical ways if we let Him.” 

MINISTRY: 
1. What are parables? What does the parable of the sower mainly about? How would you apply this parable to modern life? 

2. God told Bonnie, “Your work here will be housekeeping, but your job will be praying this family into the kingdom.” Have you ever felt that your work 
was a cover for a different job? Tell your stories. 

3. How do you explain David’s emotional reaction when first attending church? Have you or others experienced something similar? What is this? 

4. How did David resolve the fact that he was not a career pastor or missionary? He said that the separation between the secular and sacred is a 
manmade division. Do you agree? Explain.  

5. How did Bonnie’s seed-scattering in the lives of David and Lise Ash result in the gospel going to many places in the world? Where has the seed 
gone that you’ve scattered? 

PRAYER: 
Dear Father, help us to scatter the seed of the gospel wherever we are, regardless of the seeming unreceptiveness of the soil. Help us to all answer 
your call as sowers—a chosen people, royal priesthood, a holy nation. May Your glory shine through Your church. Amen. 


